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Rangers shut 
down White 
Sox’s late rally
Sports, 1B

Sunday evening 
storm, as seen 
from the Square
Local news, 3A

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

PONDER — Cakes, artillery tubes, 
fountains and more are making their 
seasonal migration across the state 
from warehouses to roadside stands.

Becky Newton and her family were 
among the masses of Independence 
Day munitions merchants preparing 
their shacks for the impending holiday 
season.

Monday marks the first day that 
stands across the state are able to be-
gin selling the capstone to any Fourth 
of July party, according to the Texas 
Department of Insurance. Merchants 

will have until midnight on the Fourth 
to unload their product on one and all, 
whether they’re feeling patriotic or mis-
chievous — or if they just like to burn 
their money in style.

Newton was busy Sunday afternoon 
stocking shelves alongside her family at 
Ron’s Fireworks in Ponder. The chain 
has 13 locations in Texas and two in 
Florida. While she spends much of the 
year as a fifth-grade math and science 
teacher in Era ISD, Newton has spent 
the past three summers selling fire-
works.

She also works as a manager in the 
company warehouse outside Decatur 
and operates the Ponder stand for a few 

days in late December in the lead-up to 
New Year’s.

With a narrow sales window, the 
Newtons plan on working long hours 
to empty out their stock. Newton said 
the stand will be open from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. most days, with extended hours 
running from 8 a.m. to midnight on 
Fridays and Saturdays.

She’ll also plan on staying open right 
up to midnight on the Fourth. Even 

then, this summer job keeps her busy 
for less than two weeks each season.

“You make more doing that than 
you’re going to make in any part-time 
job you have during the summer,” she 
said Sunday afternoon.

Beyond that, she simply likes the 
work. Surrounded by stacks of card-
board boxes half-filled with colorful 

Get ’em before they’re hot: 
Fireworks stands stock up
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Michael Newton stocks shelves alongside his daughter, Whitney, at the firework stand near Ponder that he runs seasonally with his family. Ron’s 
Fireworks, part of a larger chain, opens twice a year in the run-up to July Fourth and New Year’s festivities.

WHERE CAN I SHOOT OFF FIREWORKS?
Fireworks stands are open in Denton County through July 4. Although they are open in 
parts of the county, fireworks stands are prohibited in many cities, including Denton. 
According to DentonCounty.com, fireworks cannot be shot from a vehicle or boat, with 
fines of up to $500. Fireworks also cannot be shot from public roadways, public proper-
ties, parks, a lake or Army Corps of Engineer property, with fines up to $500. Fireworks 
can be shot off in unincorporated parts of the county, either on private property or on 
someone else’s property with permission. Fireworks are prohibited in most Denton 
County cities and within 5,000 feet of most cities. Spent fireworks may not land on an 
adjacent property.

The city of Denton has a list of firework safety tips at https://bit.ly/2RsI5Cz.

By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer

jduncan@dentonrc.com

The University of North Texas and 
Texas Woman’s University were able 
to see success come out of a legislative 
session that focused heavily on funding 

public education.
From the primary funding mech-

anism for public four-year colleges to 
line items for big ticket items, universi-
ty officials said they were pleased with 
the outcomes from the state’s 86th leg-
islative session, which ended May 27.

While some measures, such as tu-
ition revenue bonds to finance new 
buildings, didn’t pass, overall it was a 
good session for higher education, said 
Kevin Cruser, director of governmental 
and legislative affairs at TWU.

“You need your hometown repre-
sentatives to fight for you in order to 
have success in the budget, and they all 
went to bat for education in the bud-
get,” he said. “We were just really lucky 
and pleased to have great support from 
our Denton County representatives and 
senators. The entire delegation always 
had an open door for us and really went 
to bat for us.”

Formula funding — the primary 

Lege boosts higher ed
UNT, TWU see funding 
wins from lawmakers’ 
session in Austin

A Makerbot 3D 
printer makes 
an eagle head at 
UNT Discovery 
Park. The ma-
chine is part of 
the university’s 
Center for Agile 
and Adaptive 
Additive Manu-
facturing, which 
was awarded 
$10 million in 
funding this leg-
islative session.
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By Lucinda Breeding
Features Editor

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

When the pyrotechnical compa-
ny and University of North Texas risk 
management decided to move the fire-
works staging area for the annual Den-
ton Kiwanis Club Fireworks Show, the 
free event gained a lot more parking.

Hank Dickenson, the longtime co-
ordinator of the annual fireworks show 
and the executive senior associate ath-
letic director for community relations 
at UNT, said additional parking has 
opened up for the big Fourth of July 
event.

Attendees will be able to park at the 
Fouts Field lot and take the pedestrian 
bridge over Interstate 35E and walk 
to Apogee Stadium, as usual. The blue 
lot — the spaces near Victory Hall and 
the practice facility at Apogee — will be 
open. The red lot, the grassy area across 
South Bonnie Brae Street from the sta-
dium, will also be open.

Dickenson said the traffic leaving 
the fireworks show can be slow, but said 
attendees needn’t rush.

“I think sometimes people forget 
when we do these events, these are big 
events for Denton,” Dickenson said. 
“After our show, we encourage people 
to be patient and hang around event. 
We’re not trying to chase you out. We 

Know 
where to 
go for the 
big show
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The Denton Kiwanis Club Fire-
works Show at UNT’s Apogee Sta-
dium is a July Fourth tradition that 
also helps raise money for medical 
care for local kids in need.

By Darlene Superville
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo said Sunday 
he wants to build a global coalition 
against Iran during urgent consulta-
tions in the Middle East, following 
a week of crisis that saw the United 
States pull back from the brink of a 

military strike on Iran.
Pompeo spoke as he left Washing-

ton for Saudi Arabia, followed by the 
United Arab Emirates, Sunni Arab al-
lies that are alarmed by Shiite Iran’s in-
creasing assertiveness and are working 
to its influence in the region. His stops 
in Jeddah and Abu Dhabi were hastily 
arranged late last week as additions to 

a trip to India from where he will join 
President Donald Trump in Japan and 
South Korea. But they were not an-
nounced until immediately before his 
departure in a sign of fast-moving and 
unpredictable developments.

“We’ll be talking with them about 
how to make sure that we are all stra-
tegically aligned, and how we can build 

out a global coalition, a coalition not 
only throughout the Gulf states, but in 
Asia and in Europe, that understands 
this challenge as it is prepared to push 
back against the world’s largest state 
sponsor of terror,” Pompeo said about 
Iran.

But even as Pompeo delivered his 
tough talk, he echoed President Donald 

Trump and Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence 
in saying the U.S. is 
prepared to negoti-
ate with Iran, without 
preconditions, in a bid to ease tensions. 
Those tensions have been mounting 

Pompeo seeks coalition after stormy week with Iran

Pompeo
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