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By Stefanie Dazio, David Koenig  
and Bernard Condon
Associated Press

CALABASAS, Calif. — The pilot of 
the helicopter that crashed into a hill-
side outside Los Angeles, killing former 
NBA superstar Kobe Bryant and eight 
others, told air traffic controllers in his 
last radio message that he was climbing 
to avoid a cloud layer, an accident inves-
tigator said Monday.

The pilot had asked for and received 
special clearance to fly in heavy fog just 
minutes before Sunday’s crash and was 
flying at 1,400 feet when he went south 
and then west, said Jennifer Homendy 
of the National Transportation Safety 
Board, which went to the crash scene 
Monday to collect evidence.

The pilot then asked for air traffic 
controllers to provide “flight following” 
aide but was told the craft was too low, 
Homendy said.

About four minutes later, “the pilot 

advised they were climbing to avoid a 
cloud layer,” she said. “When ATC asked 
what the pilot planned to do, there was 
no reply. Radar data indicates the heli-
copter climbed to 2,300 feet and then 
began a left descending turn. Last ra-
dar contact was around 9:45 a.m. and 
is consistent with the accident location.

Coroner’s officials worked to recov-
er victims’ remains Monday from the 
hillside outside Los Angeles where the 
helicopter crashed. Aviation experts say 
it may have been caused by the pilot be-
coming disoriented in the fog.

While the cause of the tragedy is 
under investigation by the National 
Transportation Safety Board, some ex-
perts raised questions of whether the 
helicopter should have even been fly-
ing. The weather was so foggy that the 
Los Angeles Police Department and 
the county sheriff ’s department had 
grounded their own choppers.

The Sikorsky S-76 went down Sun-

day morning, killing the retired athlete 
along with his 13-year-old daughter 
Gianna and everyone else aboard and 
scattering debris over an area the size of 
a football field.

Crews recovered three bodies on 
Sunday and resumed the effort on 
Monday amid an outpouring of grief 
and shock around the world over the 
loss of the basketball great who helped 
lead the Los Angeles Lakers to five 
NBA titles during his dazzling 20-year 
career.

The pilot was identified as Ara Zo-
bayan. Several aviation experts said it 
is not uncommon for helicopter pilots 
to be given such permission, though 
some thought it unusual that it would 
be granted in airspace as busy as that 
over Los Angeles.

But Kurt Deetz, who flew for Bryant 
dozens of times in the same chopper 

By Eric Tucker, Zeke Miller and  
Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Senators 
faced mounting pressure Monday 
to summon John Bolton to testify at 
President Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment trial even as Trump’s lawyers 
brushed past extraordinary new al-
legations from Trump’s former na-
tional security adviser and focused 
instead on corruption in Ukraine and 
historical arguments for acquittal.

Outside the Senate chamber, Re-

publicans grappled 
with claims in a 
forthcoming book 
from Bolton that 
Trump had wanted 
to withhold military 
aid from Ukraine 
until it committed 
to helping with in-
vestigations into 
Democratic rival Joe Biden. That as-
sertion could undercut a key defense 
argument — that Trump never tied 
the suspension of security aid to po-
litical investigations.

The revelation clouded White 
House hopes for a swift end to the 
impeachment trial, fueling Demo-
cratic demands for witnesses and 
possibly pushing more Republican 
lawmakers to agree. It also distract-
ed from hours of arguments from 

Trump’s lawyers, who declared anew 
that no witness has testified to direct 
knowledge that Trump’s delivery of 
aid was contingent on investigations 
into Democrats. 

Bolton appeared poised to say ex-
actly that if called on by the Senate to 
appear.

“We deal with transcript evidence, 
we deal with publicly available infor-
mation,” attorney Jay Sekulow said. 
“We do not deal with speculation.”

Trump is charged with abusing 
his presidential power by asking 
Ukraine’s leader to help investigate 
Biden at the same Trump was order-
ing that millions of dollars in aid be 
withheld. A second charge accuses 
Trump of obstructing Congress in its 
probe.

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Monday marked an anniversary 75 
years in the making, as well as the first 
block in a new tradition for Texans.

Seventy-five years after the libera-
tion of Auschwitz, Texans in public and 
charter schools began the first Holo-
caust Remembrance Week.

In June, Gov. Greg Abbott signed 
Senate Bill 1828 into law, creating the 
annual week. Four months later, Ab-
bott officially named this week as the 
inaugural Holocaust Remembrance 
Week for Texas students, said Erika 
Lowery, secondary social studies coor-
dinator for Denton ISD.

Educators have since received few 
specifics on what that actually means. 
Statutorily, the law is less than 200 
words long. It declares that Abbott 
must designate dates for the week, and 
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Denton was shrouded in dense fog Monday morning, as seen looking south from Sherman Drive near the Natatorium. The fog eventually lifted 

before noon and sunny skies warmed temperatures into the mid-60s. Tuesday will see about a 70% chance of showers and thunderstorms 

with highs near 60, according to the National Weather Service. The rain will clear out heading into Wednesday, with highs in the low 50s.

Hazy morning

Bryant pilot tried to climb above clouds

Mark J. Terrill/AP

Investigators work Monday at the scene of a helicopter crash that killed 

former NBA player Kobe Bryant, his 13-year-old daughter Gianna and 

seven other people in Calabasas, Calif.

By Todd J. Gillman
The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON — Some jurors 
slouch. Some take notes. Those lucky 
enough to have desks in the back row 
are apt to stand and stretch as the hours 
pile up in the impeachment trial of 
President Donald Trump.

TV viewers can’t see it, but U.S. Sen. 
John Cornyn, R-Texas, is most apt to 
listen with hands folded and brow fur-
rowed, suggesting the sort of intense 
concentration that befits an appellate 
court justice, which he used to be.

Off the Senate floor, too, he projects 
even-handedness and a reasonable air: 
He’s open to hearing from witnesses, he 
says, and he’ll weigh the evidence be-
fore making up his mind.

In fact, like nearly 
every senator on both 
sides, he has made up 
his mind and will not 
be moved.

But if you want the 
more caustic version, 
you’d need to catch 
Cornyn on conser-
vative talk radio. Or 

check your inbox for a campaign email 
blast like this one he sent as House im-
peachment managers delivered their 
case:

“I’ll listen to the Dems’ insane ar-
gument for President Trump’s remov-
al ... . But I’ll be a force for truth. For 
facts,” Cornyn wrote supporters. “I will 
FIGHT to make sure that their rad-
ical argument for removal goes NO-
WHERE. I will fight [for] our presi-
dent’s exoneration.”

He’s hardly the only Republican 
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