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The Denton Fire 
Department Pipes 
and Drums band 
perform during a 
9/11 remembrance 
ceremony at 
Central Fire Station 
Wednesday in Den-
ton. A moment of 
silence was taken 
in honor of the 
four crashes that 
occurred on 9/11, 
while Taps and 
the Denton Fire 
Department Pipes 
and Drums band, 
pictured, played.
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Denton remembers

By Karen Matthews and Jennifer Peltz
Associated Press

NEW YORK — People who were 
too young on 9/11 to even remember 
their lost loved ones, and others for 
whom the grief is still raw, paid tribute 
with wreath-layings and the solemn 
roll call of the dead Wednesday as 
America marked the 18th anniversary 
of the worst terror attack on U.S. soil.

“Eighteen years. We will not for-
get. We cannot forget,” Bud Salter, 
who lost his sister, Catherine, said at 
ground zero.

President Donald Trump laid a 
wreath at the Pentagon, telling vic-
tims’ relatives: “This is your anniver-
sary of personal and permanent loss.”

“It’s the day that has replayed in 

your memory a thousand times over. 
The last kiss. The last phone call. 
The last time hearing those precious 
words, ‘I love you,’” the president said.

Later, former President George 
W. Bush, who was in office on 9/11, 
and then-Defense Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld attended another 
wreath-laying at the Pentagon.

Near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 
the third site where planes crashed on 
Sept. 11, 2001, Vice President Mike 
Pence credited the crew and passen-
gers who fought back against the hi-
jackers with protecting him and oth-
ers in the U.S. Capitol that day.

“I will always believe that I and 

A vow to ‘never forget’
On 18th anniversary of 9/11, the country pays tribute 

to first responders, loved ones lost in terror attack
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A man holds a photo of a victim during a ceremony at the National 
September 11 Memorial Wednesday in New York.

By Cliff Brunt
Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — T. Boone Pickens, a brash 
and quotable oil tycoon who grew even wealthier 
through corporate takeover attempts, died Wednes-
day. He was 91.

Pickens was surrounded by friends and family 
when he died of natural causes under hospice care at 
his Dallas home, spokesman Jay Rosser said. Pickens 
suffered a series of strokes in 2017 and was hospital-
ized that July after what he called a “Texas-sized fall.”

An only child who grew up in a small railroad town 
in Oklahoma, Pickens followed his father into the oil 
and gas business. After just three years, he formed his 

own company and built a reputation as a maverick, 
unafraid to compete against oil-industry giants.

In the 1980s, Pickens switched from drilling for 
oil to plumbing for riches on Wall Street. He led 
bids to take over big oil companies including Gulf, 
Phillips and Unocal, castigating their executives as 
looking out only for themselves while ignoring the 
shareholders.

Even when Pickens and other so-called corporate 
raiders failed to gain control of their targets, they 
scored huge payoffs by selling their shares back to the 
company and dropping their hostile takeover bids.

Later in his career, Pickens championed renew-
able energy including wind power. He argued that 

the United States needed to reduce its dependence 
on foreign oil. He sought out politicians to support his 
“Pickens Plan,” which envisioned an armada of wind 
turbines across the middle of the country that could 
generate enough power to free up natural gas for use 
in vehicles.

“I’ve been an oilman all my life, but this is one 
emergency we can’t drill our way out of,” he said in 
2009.

Pickens’ advocacy for renewable energy led to 
some unusual alliances. He had donated to many 
Republican candidates since the 1980s, and in the 

Oil tycoon, TWU donor T. Boone Pickens dies at 91

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer
dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

On Wednesday inside Denton 
County 431st District Court, jurors 
in the capital murder trial for Daniel 
“Dan” Greco were met with images 
and video as prosecutors and defense 

attorneys interviewed 
and cross-examined 
law enforcement who 
investigated Anjanette 
Harris’ death.

The witnesses 
Wednesday were all 
members of law en-
forcement. They an-
swered questions as to 
how they obtained the photos and other 
evidence. Investigators from the Denton 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Denton Police 

Department and the Little Elm Police 
Department were brought into court.

The jurors have been asked to de-
termine if Greco is guilty of killing Har-
ris and their unborn child. Greco, who 
pleaded not guilty to the charge this week, 
had previously told investigators that he 
accidentally killed Harris by strangling 
her during a sexual encounter they had in 
his trailer home one night in March 2016.

Medical examiners, along with other 
law enforcement, are expected to testify 
as the trial proceeds. So far, most of the 

witnesses have talked about the crime 
scene and the criminal investigation. 
More insight as to what was done to Har-
ris’ body and how she died is yet to come.

Presented in court were photos of 
clothing, pieces of hair, a blood smear 
on Greco’s pickup truck, apparent drag 
markings down the path leading to-
ward Harris’ body and a clump of dark 
hair in Greco’s backyard.

In crime scene photos from a dis-
tance, Harris’ body appears as though 
it could be a discarded piece of litter, 

tossed out in an area of Little Elm 
called Hilltown, where in its most 
abandoned pockets people have noto-
riously dumped trash and left old cars, 
even boats.

But as the frames get closer, one is 
confronted with a grisly sight. A naked 
woman, with massive trauma to her 
neck and chest area. It looks to investi-
gators, who responded there in March 
2016, that Harris was dragged down 

Greco trial: Prosecutors reveal crime scene photos

Daniel 
Greco

2nd full day in courtroom 

brings graphic images, prep 

for witness testimonies
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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

While the Board of Ethics postponed 
some small decisions that could take a 
big bite out of the problems with the city’s 
year-old ethics ordinance, they felt good 
about their progress Wednesday night.

Board members spent the better 
part of two hours wrestling with the 
definition of words such as “affect” 
and “relative” (as in family members). 
Clearer definitions for “relative” that are 
tied to state law will go ahead to the City 
Council for final approval.

But the board held its powder for 
now on whether to include “affect” or 
make other changes to the conflict of 
interest definition.

Board alternate Deborah Cosimo 
proposed some changes last month to 
the city’s troubled conflict of interest 
definition based on the ethics ordinance 
adopted by the city of San Marcos.

Much of the proposed changes 
hinged on the definition of “affect.” 
Denton’s ordinance is specific about 
what constitutes a financial conflict, 
or a fiduciary conflict, or a gift or oth-
er financial prohibition. But it doesn’t 

Minor ethics 

changes 

could mean 

big impact
Denton board holds off 
on finalizing conflict of 
interest definition

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

In one of the many formalities of 
government, the Denton ISD school 
board voted on its new tax rate during 
Tuesday’s regular meeting.

Because of the passage of House Bill 
3 — the gargantuan school finance bill 
signed into law by Gov. Greg Abbott — 
the effective tax rate for homes in the 
district has dropped 7 cents to $1.47 per 
$100 property valuation.

While that tax rate previously used 
in the budget approved by the district 
months ago, Tuesday evening’s vote on 
the ordinance finalized it.

According to the Denton Central Ap-
praisal District, the average taxable value 
for a home in DISD is $257,403 for 2019. 
With the new tax rate, the average home-
owner would pay $3,784 in property tax-
es to the school district in 2019, which is 
roughly $180 less than they would have 
paid with the previous tax rate.

Denton ISD 

agrees on 

new tax rate
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