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By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

Jurors will return to court Tuesday 
morning to hear closing arguments and 
begin deliberating the punishment for 
Daniel Greco, the Little Elm man who 
was convicted of capital murder last 
Wednesday in the death of Anjanette 

Harris and their unborn child.
On Monday, both the Denton Coun-

ty District Attorney’s Office and Greco’s 
defense attorneys rested, setting up on 
Tuesday what is expected to be the final 
day of the punishment phase in a trial 
that has lasted two weeks.

Judge Jonathan Bailey, of Denton 
County’s 431st District Court, gave ju-
rors the option Monday afternoon to 
either start deliberating then or start 
up Tuesday morning. They chose the 
latter. Closing arguments will begin at 
8:30 a.m. Tuesday, with deliberations 
set to begin immediately afterward.

Now a convicted 
murderer, Greco — 
who strangled to death 
a pregnant Harris in 
March 2016, dumped 
her body and planned 
to destroy the evidence 
— faces either the 
death penalty or life in 
Texas prison without 
the possibility of parole.

Deciding Greco’s sentence will not 
be as simple as casting a vote for either 
option.

The jury will have to answer two 

questions: Did the evidence presented 
by the state prove Greco will continue 
to be a violent threat to society, and 
were there any circumstances in Gre-
co’s life that warrant him life in prison 
rather than the death penalty? A com-
bination of yes to the first and no to the 
second means Greco will be sentenced 
to death. A no to the first or yes to the 
second means Greco will be sentenced 
to life without the possibility of parole.

Since the punishment phase of the 
trial began Friday, jurors have heard 
testimony from Greco’s friends and 
loved ones, including his mother and 

former sex partners. There has been 
testimony from Denton County Jail 
staff and experts who’ve weighed in on 
whether Greco remains a threat.

On Monday, forensic psychologist 
Randall Price of Dallas testified and, re-
sponding to a defense attorney’s ques-
tions, told the jury that Greco’s murder 
conviction does not mean he’ll be a 
danger to anybody while he’s in pris-
on. He said he reviewed records from 
Greco’s three-year Denton County Jail 
incarceration and found no reason to 

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Officials identified Bridgette Antoi-
nette Forte, 39, as the victim in Friday’s 
shooting in Denton.

The Tarrant Coun-
ty Medical Examiner’s 
Office said Forte died 
of multiple gunshot 
wounds and ruled her 
death a homicide.

Public records, in-
cluding Forte’s voter 
registration, show she 
had lived in Clarksville, Texas, before 
moving to Denton earlier this year. 
The Red River County seat, Clarksville 
(population 3,285) is about 150 miles 
northeast of Denton. 

Denton police arrested Anton 
Thorp, 39, on a charge of murder in 
connection with the case. According 
to the arrest affidavit, Thorp’s ex-wife 
called 911 first, just after noon Friday, 
to report that Thorp had shot his fian-
cee. As police were en route to the 3100 
block of Kappwood Court, they re-
ceived a second call from Thorp. In that 
call, Thorp said he had killed Forte, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

Thorp surrendered and was initially 
transported to the city jail without inci-
dent. According to the affidavit, Thorp 

By Jake Bleiberg
Associated Press

DALLAS — A white Dallas police 
officer went on trial Monday in the 
shooting death of a black neighbor as at-
torneys sparred over whether the officer 
was distracted by a phone call when she 
mistook the neighbor’s apartment for 
her own and the victim for an intruder.

Prosecutors contend Amber Guyger, 
31, was distracted by the conversation 
with a colleague with whom she had a 
sexual relationship. Guyger’s attorneys 
argued that she fired in self-defense 
based on the mistaken belief that she 
was in her home and that Botham Jean 
was a burglar.

Jean, a 26-year-old accountant from 
the Caribbean nation of St. Lucia, “was 
doing no harm to anyone, which was 
his way,” Dallas County Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Jason Hermus said in an 

opening statement.
Jean was in his liv-

ing room eating a bowl 
of vanilla ice cream on 
Sept. 6, 2018, when 
Guyger entered the 
apartment, which 
was one floor directly 
above her apartment, 
Hermus said.

Hermus said Guyger had worked 
overtime that day, mostly involving of-
fice work that was not strenuous. He 
said jurors will see sexually explicit 
messages that Guyger exchanged that 
evening with a co-worker that dis-
cussed meeting up after her shift end-
ed. He said some messages had been 
deleted from Guyger’s phone after the 
shooting.

Denton’s Public 
Art Committee 
has allocated 
$5,000 to wrap 
traffic boxes in art 
to promote and 
inspire creativ-
ity in the city. 
Two boxes have 
been covered so 
far — this one on 
the Square, and 
another on McKin-
ney Street — and 
the committee is 
seeking feedback 
on whether to ex-
pand the project. 
If it’s approved, 
new artists and 
designs will be 
selected.

Kevin Bond/For the DRC

Show-stopping traffic box

Sentencing deliberations start today
Greco faces capital 
punishment or life in 
prison for conviction

Daniel 
Greco

Victim 
moved 
to city 
this year
Police release name 
of woman, 39, fatally 
shot at home Friday

Anton Thorp

Trial begins for former Dallas cop who shot neighbor
Former Dallas 
police officer 
Amber Guyger, 
center, arrives 
for the first day 
of her murder 
trial Monday 
in the 204th 
District Court 
at the Crowley 
Courts Building 
in Dallas. Guy-
ger is accused 
of shooting 
her neighbor 
Botham Jean, 
who was black, 
in his Dallas 
apartment.

Tom Fox/The Dallas 
Morning News

Botham 
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See GUYGER on 5A

See SHOOTING on 5A

By Jonathan Lemire and Deb Riechmann
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — President 
Donald Trump made his political pri-
orities clear Monday within an hour 
of arriving at the United Nations for a 
three-day visit: He breezed by a major 
climate change summit to focus in-
stead on religious persecution, an is-
sue that resonates with his evangelical 

supporters.
The climate summit, a centerpiece 

of this year’s U.N. schedule, was not on 
Trump’s agenda at all. But he stopped 
in to observe for about 15 minutes be-
fore heading to what he saw as the main 
event, a meeting on protecting religious 
freedom.

Trump said it was an “urgent moral 
duty” for world leaders to stop crimes 

against faith, release prisoners of con-
science and repeal laws restricting reli-
gious liberty.

“Approximately 80% of the world’s 
population live in countries where re-
ligious liberty is threatened, restricted 
or even banned,” Trump said, adding 
that when he first heard the statistic, 
he didn’t believe it and asked for ver-
ification.

Trump’s speech Monday extends a 
long-running focus on international re-
ligious freedom that speaks to a key pri-
ority of his evangelical base. His admin-
istration has hosted annual meetings 
on the topic in Washington, and Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo announced 
during this year’s event that he would 
create an international alliance dedi-
cated to the issue.

Underscoring the importance of 

At UN, Trump focuses on religious freedom
Presidents briefly visits climate change summit at General Assembly
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