
Wednesday, June 26, 2019  ||  Denton, Texas  ||  Vol. 115, No. 328  ||  DentonRC.com

WEDNESDAY  
IN DENTON

 LOW  HIGH

 73 91

Partly cloudy
Weather, 2A

18 pages, 2 sections  ||  $1.00

Guyer’s Meador 
commits to play 
for Air Force
Sports, 1B

Police charge 
woman who fell 
on stairs in fight
Blotter, 2A

CLASSIFIED 4B

COMICS & PUZZLES 6B

DEAR ABBY 6B

FOCUS ON EDUCATION 7A

MONEY &  MARKETS 4A

OBITUARIES 11A

OPINION 10A

SPORTS 1B

WEATHER 2A 7   8 3 1 9 7  0 0 0 2 0   5

Support local journalism. 

Call 940-566-6836 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Plan your Fourth of 
July fun / Denton Time

COMING THURSDAY

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer
dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

In an unexpected change in course, 
Denton County officials announced late 

Tuesday evening they 
might stop their con-
troversial redistricting 
plans altogether.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Hugh Coleman, who 
said he originally 
asked for the county 
to redistrict to balance 
out the county’s resources, met with 
County Judge Andy Eads on Tuesday 

afternoon and togeth-
er decided it would be 
best if the commis-
sioners allocate those 
resources during bud-
get discussions rather 
than redistrict to do 
so and potentially face 
lawsuits.

There will be a meeting at 4:45 p.m. 
Friday in the Commissioners Court-

room at the Courthouse on the Square 
“to discuss and consider withdrawing 
[Coleman’s] request for redistricting,” 
according to a county news release.

The about-face came at the end of a 
Tuesday on which the commissioners 
received their most vivid warning that 
the county could face lawsuits if it fol-
lows through with the plan to redraw 
commissioners’ precincts.

In a memo to the Commissioners 

Court, Richard Gladden, the Denton 
attorney who fought in a federal re-
districting case beginning in 2003, 
explained how the U.S. Supreme Court 
does not accept population estimates, 
which is what county officials have used 
in their plan, over exact headcount 
data.

Gladden and others warned the 

By Lizzy Spangler
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Kids line up along the island in the kitchen of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Center, wait-
ing to be served the day’s meal. On Monday, they 
ate chicken tacos, served with an orange and milk. 
Some days it’s hot dogs or hamburgers.

The free meals served to 
the children are part of the 
national Summer Food Ser-
vice Program, and the MLK 
center is just one of various Denton locations that 
offer free food to children and teens 18 and younger.

“I’ve tasted everything they’ve got, and it’s really 
good,” Debbie Smallwood said.

Smallwood, who used to work in Denton ISD 
but is now retired, helps serve meals to kids. This 
is the second summer she has helped out with the 
program. The weekday breakfast and lunch meals 
at the King center are sponsored by the nonprofit S. 
Tracy Howard Project.

“It is much more rewarding than I thought it 
would be,” Smallwood said.

Nationally, 17.9% of children 18 and under ex-
perience food insecurity, according to the No Kid 
Hungry campaign run by Share Our Strength. The 
No Kid Hungry campaign defines that as “limited 
or uncertain availability of safe, nutritious food at 

some point during the year.”
In Texas, 23.8% of children experience food in-

security, according to No Kid Hungry.

Good eats

Meals served free to ensure children get fed during summer
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Debbie Smallwood serves lunches to children at the Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Center on Monday. The free meals served to kids are part 

of the national Summer Food Service Program.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

The Denton City Council rejected 
the latest contract offers from wind 
farms and solar energy storage projects 

that would have helped the city reach 
its goal to be powered by 100% renew-
able energy by next year.

Denton Municipal Electric staff rec-
ommended the move, saying that they 
would seek new bids for the projects. 
Coastal wind and solar energy storage 
are both key objectives in meeting the 
100% goal.

In addition, Terry Naulty, DME’s as-

sistant general manager, said that sepa-
rate contract offers for 25 megawatts of 
solar power were still being evaluated.

“Solar is more cost effective and a 
better fit to meet our objectives,” Naulty 
said.

DME sent out requests for propos-
als last year seeking different kinds of 
renewable energy than are currently in 
the city’s portfolio.

Denton has contracts for 150 mega-
watts of renewable energy from West 
Texas wind farms, Naulty said. Most of 
that energy is delivered overnight and 
tends to drop off during the day, when 
the city needs it most.

On the other hand, wind farms 
along the Gulf Coast tend to deliver 

By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer
jduncan@dentonrc.com

Sally Beauty Holdings stock quickly 
dropped Monday to a nine-year low af-
ter Amazon announced its Profession-
al Beauty Store, signaling the Denton 
company is not out of financial distress.

When markets opened Monday, 
Sally Beauty’s stock opened at $14.79 a 
share — then closed at $12.30 a share 
after the announcement. The stock 
did not recover much Tuesday, closing 
at $12.57 a share. The Amazon store 
will act as a direct competitor to Den-
ton-based Sally, which operates Sally 
Beauty Supply as well as Beauty Sys-
tems Group stores, which are aimed at 
professional stylists.

Sally Beauty representatives would 
not comment directly, and issued a 
statement through New York-based 
public relations firm Joele Frank.

“As a leading company in a highly 

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

U.S. Rep. Michael Burgess, R-Pilot 
Point, is receiving national attention, 
and criticism, for his stance on migrant 
children held in the 
South Texas border 
town of Clint.

Burgess’ remarks 
came during a tele-
vised interview with 
MSNBC’s Chris 
Hayes on Monday 
night, when the pair 
discussed reports of 
inhumane conditions 
for child migrants in 
a Border Patrol facility 
Clint.

Burgess, who represents most of 
Denton County, did most of the talking 
during the roughly nine minutes of 
interview time, but Hayes didn’t seem 
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