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By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Students across Denton County will soon begin 
their coursework for the 2019-20 school year, if they 
haven’t already.

For parents, that could mean selecting the final 
pieces of back-to-school supplies; for students, a re-
turn to a structured order often unfelt during sum-
mer recess.

Many educators across the county have already 
been back at work to prepare for the new year.

Even for those not directly affected by the ap-
proaching school year, big changes will start creep-
ing back as school buses kick into high gear. School 
zones will take effect.

The Texas Department of Transportation re-
cently urged people to avoid using handheld elec-
tronic devices while in active school zones, and re-
minded people that traffic fines usually double in 
those areas.

While it’s easy to forget, Denton police spokes-
woman Khristen Jones said drivers should stay 
vigilant and aware of their surroundings when near 
schools.

“We will have increased patrols in school zones 
[Wednesday],” Jones said.

She also said drivers should remember not to 
pass school buses from either direction while the 
bus’ stop signs are enabled.

While two school districts — Denton and Sanger 
— had some students start a day earlier, most dis-
tricts in the area will start classes Wednesday morn-
ing.

All enrolled students in Denton, Krum, Aubrey, 
Ponder and Sanger ISDs will start class on Wednes-
day. Lake Dallas ISD opens for the school year on 
Thursday. Argyle and Pilot Point schools don’t start 
until Monday.

MARSHALL REID can be reached at 940-566-
6862 and via Twitter at @MarshallKReid.

Start of school is in the air

Class back in session today in most area districts
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Freshmen walk to their first class during orientation Tuesday at Guyer High School. Around 660 freshman are enrolled at Guyer. Denton ISD high 

schools had freshman orientation on Tuesday, while today is the first official day of school.

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

Denton County officials moved a lit-
tle closer to telling a fuller story about 
the Confederate soldier monument 
that stands in downtown Denton and 
how it has affected people for decades.

County leaders unveiled for the first 
time on Tuesday the official plans to 

add a memorial honoring black histo-
ry in Denton County and “denouncing 
slavery” to the monument. The county 
also plans to reconnect the monument’s 
two drinking fountains, which genera-
tions of people in Denton have said 
were segregated for the exclusive use of 
white people.

A new work 
in stone, the 
flow of water

County plans to add context to Confederate statue with black history memorial, repaired fountains
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By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

Denton police said Tuesday that no-
body will be charged with a hate crime 
in the assault of a bar manager at Har-
vest House last month, in which he said 
he was hit in the face by a man who had 
multiple swastika tattoos on display.

The assault happened July 28, the 
night after the white nationalist orga-
nization Patriot Front held a flash pro-
test outside Rubber Gloves Rehearsal 
Studios, chanting “Reclaim America!” 
before leaving in a moving van.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Next week could bring big budget 
news in Denton, if all the ducks line up 
the way City Manager Todd Hileman 
anticipates.

A cost-of-service study in the De-
velopment Services department is fin-
ished. Hileman estimates the depart-
ment has been undercharging nearly 
$4 million annually — an amount that’s 
equal to about 3 to 4 cents of the city’s 
property tax rate. A new fee schedule 
for various building permits and in-
spections should take the burden off 
the general taxpayer.

Council members can revisit the 
proposed tax rate for fiscal year 2020 
if they agree to the new fee schedule, 
Hileman said. The proposed rate of 
60.545 cents per $100 valuation stands 
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