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By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

University of North Texas Health 
Sciences Center and Texas Christian 
University announced Wednesday that 
UNT HSC has transitioned the gover-
nance of its health sciences program to 
TCU.

UNT HSC officials said they weren’t 
available to answer questions Thursday 
but shared documents and the official 
announcement.

The new medical school is now the 
TCU School of Medicine, UNT HSC 
Chancellor Michael R. Williams and 

TCU Chancellor Vic-
tor J. Boschini Jr. said.

The two universi-
ties joined in a large-
scale collaboration in 
2015, forming one of 
the country’s newest 
allopathic medical 
schools.

The collaboration 
was the first of its kind in Texas, and 
a rare example of a private university, 
with an allopathic medical focus, join-
ing a public school with an osteopathic 
medical program to train healthcare 
professionals. (Allopathic medicine 

addresses disease symptoms, whereas 
osteopathic medicine treats patients 
rather than diseases.)

The university medical programs 
partnered in part because a merger 
means they might attract increased pri-
vate and public funding, officials said in 
2015. But the merger also represented 
both a response to the rapid growth 
in demand for healthcare providers in 
North Texas, and an opportunity for 
TCU and UNT HSC students to get 
practical experience in DFW hospitals, 
clinics and labs. Additionally, the new 

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

People who have a job have the up-
per hand in trying to get out of an emer-
gency shelter and into more steady 
housing after they’ve fled from domes-
tic violence, according to Denton Coun-
ty Friends of the Family.

With two local shelters to provide 
roofs and safety to 49 people at a time, 
Denton County Friends of the Family’s 
housing services quickly fill up as soon 
as a spot opens up. Milidtza Guerrero, 
the director of residential and crisis 
services, said the agency tries to pro-
vide shelter first and foremost to peo-
ple who are in present danger of losing 
their lives, although they’re not the only 
people experiencing domestic violence 
to check into its emergency shelter.

“When they’re calling in for shelter, 
we’re feeling out how best we can (ful-
fill) needs they may have,” Guerrero 
said. “Sometimes it’s hotel assistance, a 
shelter closer to where they’re actually 
located if they’re calling from another 
city, and sometimes it’s our shelter.”

Even with the pandemic and trying 
to limit room capacity, Guerrero said 
Friends of the Family still is maintain-
ing shelter for 42 people.

“Eighteen are kids today, as of right 
now [on Tuesday],” she said. “The shel-
ter does maintain a steady at-capaci-
ty rate. It’s usually within the first 24 
hours of somebody vacating the shelter 
that we are filling [that spot].”

For someone who comes into the 
emergency shelter, the goal is to get 
them the counseling and advocacy they 
need and then find them a new home. 
The counseling would be to start to heal 
from the trauma of domestic violence, 

By Robert Barnes
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court on Thursday stopped the Biden 
administration’s vaccination-or-test-
ing requirement on the nation’s largest 
employers, expressing doubt that there 
is legal authority for such a broad man-
date.

But the court allowed a different 
policy, which requires vaccinations for 
most health-care workers at the facil-
ities that receive Medicaid and Medi-
care funds.

Chief Justice John Roberts and 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh were the only 
members of the court in the majority 
of both orders. Essentially, they found 

Congress had given federal agencies the 
power to impose the requirement on 
health-care workers at facilities receiv-
ing federal funds, but that there was no 
authority to impose sweeping require-
ments in workplaces across the nation.

Liberal Justices Stephen Breyer, So-
nia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan would 
have allowed the workplace require-
ments. Conservative Justices Clarence 
Thomas, Samuel Alito, Neil Gorsuch 
and Amy Coney Barrett objected to the 
health-care worker requirements.

The White House said the order 
covered about 17 million health-care 
workers, while the requirement on 
large companies would have covered 
more than 80 million employees, about 

two-thirds of the American workforce.
The administration had argued 

both were needed to push Americans to 
get vaccinated against COVID-19.

In its unsigned order blocking the 
workplace rules, which had been de-
vised by the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA), the 
court said that although the risks asso-
ciated with COVID-19 occur in many 
workplaces, “it is not an occupational 
hazard in most.”

“COVID-19 can and does spread 
at home, in schools, during sporting 
events, and everywhere else that people 
gather. That kind of universal risk is no 

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Jury trials in most courts in the 
Denton County Judiciary are can-
celed for the rest of January as a 
precaution because of the latest 
COVID-19 spike.

The Denton County Courts 
building on McKinney Street is 

home to the county’s district and 
county courts. On Friday, the county 
court judges formally decided to re-
set their January jury trials for Feb-
ruary, while some district courts are 
moving forward with trials.

Jurors will still meet on Thurs-
days for the grand jury, District At-
torney’s Office spokesperson Jamie 
Beck said.

“The county courts had already 
stopped having jury trials; then they 
just solidified it on Friday,” Beck 
said. “It’s up to the judges’ discre-
tion. They run their own kingdom, 
and sometimes it’s day by day or 
week by week.”

Jury trials were put on hold for 
most of 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and that continued into 

2021. While jury trials in Texas 
could resume last summer, per the 
Supreme Court of Texas’ guidelines, 
it was still up to the judges if they 
wanted to proceed.

“We agreed to reset all jury tri-
als for the month of January in the 
county courts,” Judge Susan Piel, the 

Hitting the pause button

Denton County judges postpone some jury trials due to COVID spike
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People arrive at the Denton County Courts Building on Thursday. Some courts in Denton County won’t hold any jury trials in January be-

cause of the rise in COVID-19 cases. The county criminal court judges decided on Friday they won’t hold any jury trials in January while a 

few district court judges will assess cases weekly to make their decisions.

Supreme Court blocks Biden’s workplace vaccine rules
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University of North Texas Health Sciences Center and Texas Christian 

University announced Wednesday that UNT HSC has transitioned the 

governance of its health sciences program to TCU.
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