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Respiratory syncytial 
virus emergency
Cook Children’s Medical Center in 
Fort Worth has activated internal 
disaster procedures due to the high 
volume of patients.
>> State, 3A

By Christian McPhate
Staff Writer

cmcphate@dentonrc.com

The Southeast Denton 
Neighborhood Association 
describes the gentrification 
threatening their commu-
nity like a chokehold with 
the amount of unaffordable 
apartment developments 
closing in on their 100-year-
old neighborhood.

SEDNA President Colette 
Johnson claims the neigh-

borhood is tired of the city 
approving the multiple new 
apartment developments 
on Woodrow Lane, Hickory 
Street and elsewhere, but 
not communicating with 
SEDNA about it, especially 
when they’re planning to 
build in Southeast Denton’s 
backyard.

Part of their frustration 
has to do with what hap-
pened to their ancestors 
when Denton city leaders 

gentrified what was Quak-
ertown in the 1920s, turning 
it into a public park. They 
forced the Black residents 
out of their neighborhood 
and across the railroad 
tracks to Southeast Denton, 
where they’ve been living 
since 1922.

“Everyone is afraid it is 
going to be another Quaker-
town and have to pack and 
move out again,” Johnson 
said. “It’s crazy. None of the 

neighborhood can afford to 
rent [the new apartments].”

After the developer didn’t 
attend SEDNA’s final meeting 
of the year last month, the 
developer’s representative, 
Aimee Bissett, arranged a 
special meeting with SEDNA 
for Tuesday morning at the 
American Legion in South-
east Denton to discuss the 
Railyard apartment devel-
opment and a community 
benefit agreement. The 

developer will be on hand to 
negotiate with community 
leaders and members.

“They are willing to ne-
gotiate,” Bissett said. “We’ve 
come up with some ideas 
but want to hear their ideas 
and what they’re wanting.”

How all these apart-
ment developments began 
encroaching on the former 
Quakertown community is a 
complex problem involving 
explosive growth. It probably 

also doesn’t help, as SED-
NA’s videographer point-
ed out at the September 
meeting, that local elected 
officials, including Mayor Ge-
rard Hudspeth and council 
member Chris Watts, accept 
thousands in campaign con-
tributions from out-of-city 
developers, homebuilder 
and apartment PACs, as the 
Denton Record Chronicle 

PLANNING AND ZONING

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

Texas Health has opened 
its first Breeze Urgent Care 
site in Denton just in time for 
cold and flu season.

The new clinic, which 
opened last week at 4600 

Teasley Lane, is one of 19 
that have recently opened 
since the Breeze mod-
el launched in 2020. Like 
the name implies, Breeze 
centers are designed around 
patient ease, staff say. Staff 
who are described as health 
concierges check in pa-

tients, take vitals and remain 
the point person for their 
entire visit, with clinicians 
aiming to get most visitors in 
and out in 30 minutes.

Patients are taken directly 
to care rooms after check-in 

PUBLIC HEALTH

Urgent care clinic 
opens in Denton

Jacob 
McCready/

For the DRC

Texas Health 
brought its 
Breeze Ur-
gent Care 
model to 
Denton last 
week as part 
of a 31-cen-
ter expan-
sion in Texas.

Developers to seek input from neighborhood

A MAZIN MOVE
After a few tough weeks, 
Mazin Richards improves to 
become one of UNT’s biggest 
playmakers
>> Sports, 7A

Early voting ends Friday. Here’s what 
you need to know to cast your ballot.  
>> Section D

See CLINIC on 6A

See DEVELOPER on 6A

Juan Betancourt

UNT homecoming celebrations continued Thursday night with a bonfire outside Apogee Stadium. Visit dentonrc.com for more photos from the event.


