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Hundreds of homeowners packed 
into Denton City Hall chambers and 
designated overflow spaces, includ-
ing Denton Civic Center, as they tried 
to understand what new reverse set-
backs could mean for their homes 
and property during Tuesday night’s 
City Council meeting.

The council called for a short 

break just before 8 p.m. before con-
tinuing. The meeting had not ended 
before press time.

Council members spent the first 
part of the meeting seeking to un-
derstand the proposals in conver-
sations with city staff as they con-
sider how to increase the distance 
between gas wells and new homes. 
There’s been contention about how 
“nonconforming structures” will be 
treated — city speak for homes that 
are within the new proposed “re-
verse setbacks” but are far enough 

away in current city code.
As they spoke, attendees clutched 

packets with the presentations ex-
plaining four options to increase the 
reverse setbacks. Sixty-two people 
signed up to address the council, 
said Ryan Adams, a spokesperson 

for the city.
Property owners voiced concerns 

about what a nonconforming sta-
tus would mean for their lots and 
homes, and how it would impact 
resale, rebuilding in case of natural 
disaster and home insurance. Over-
whelmingly, owners were frustrat-
ed and explained their homes were 
built years before the gas wells were 
put in place.

“If you have your home destroyed 

Comments and concerns

Residents speak late into night as council discusses new gas well reverse setbacks

Sophie Moncaleano/For the DRC

Hundreds of homeowners packed into Denton City Hall during a public hearing at Tuesday night’s City Council meeting as they tried to 
understand what new reverse setbacks from gas wells could mean for their homes and property.

By Eric Tucker, Zeke Miller and  
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WASHINGTON — Republican 
leaders do not yet have the votes to 
block Democrats from summoning 
John Bolton or other 
witnesses at Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial, 
Senate Majority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell 
conceded to fellow 
GOP senators late 
Tuesday. It could be 
a major hurdle for 
Trump’s hopes to end 
the trial with a quick acquittal.

McConnell gave the news to senators, 
according to a Republican familiar with 
a closed-door meeting of GOP senators 
and granted anonymity to discuss it.

McConnell convened the meeting 
shortly after Trump’s legal team made 
its closing arguments in the trial.

Democrats are demanding several 
witnesses, especially Bolton, Trump’s 
former national security adviser who 
writes in a forthcoming book that 
Trump told him he wanted to with-
hold military aid from Ukraine until it 
helped with investigations into Dem-
ocratic rival Joe Biden. That’s the crux 
of one major article of impeachment 
against the president.

There are still several days before 
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While there’s been no suspected 
cases of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus in 
Denton County, Matt Richardson, di-
rector of the county public health, said 
he and other officials are continuing to 
monitor the situation.

The virus was first detected in Wu-
han, China, in mid-December and has 
been spreading quickly in recent days. 
In a report to the Denton County Com-

missioner’s Court on Tuesday, Rich-
ardson said cases are rapidly growing. 
Monday when he prepared his presen-
tation, there were 2,798 cases across the 
world. By Tuesday morning, there were 
4,474.

“We’ve coordinated multiple com-
munications with health care provid-
ers, lots of community members have 
questions about coronavirus, lots of 
doctors and hospitals have questions,” 
Richardson said. “Again fire, police, 
EMS and response agencies have ques-

tions. We’re trying to keep them up to 
date and answer questions in real time. 
We’ve done quite a bit of that in recent 
weeks, and it’s increasing.”

The virus presents like a common 
cold, with fever, cough and shortness 
of breath the most common symptoms. 
Those who are at risk were in Wuhan, 
or have been in close proximity to 
someone who has had the virus, Rich-
ardson said.
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PILOT POINT — The Pilot Point 
City Council gave the Harris family an-
other 60 days to assess the condition of 
their threatened historic home, part of 
which used to be a one-room school-
house serving African-American chil-
dren.

Council members agreed the family 
could have more time to develop a plan 
to rescue the structure, located at 522 
E. Burks St. They also agreed that the 
city’s public works department could do 
its part to address the drainage issues 
that contributed to the failure of the 
house’s foundation.

Cecelia Harris told council mem-
bers she and other family members had 
been working long hours and diligently 
to address the problems.

“We know there is still a lot to be 
done,” Harris said, adding that they ap-
preciated having more time. “It didn’t 
get messed up in one day and it cannot 

be fixed in one day.”
City officials condemned the house 

in October, but gave it a stay of execu-
tion after learning of its historic signif-
icance. Part of the building served as a 
schoolhouse in Cooke County. It was 
moved to Pilot Point in the 1940s.

An experienced builder met with 
the family at the house Saturday in 
preparation for Monday’s meeting with 
the City Council. Chris Aguinaldo, who 
also volunteers for Pilot Point’s Historic 
Review Board, told city officials that the 
building was “definitely salvageable.”

More time allotted to save 
old segregated schoolhouse
Pilot Point needs better 
drainage, but is falling 
short on reserve funds

Jeff Woo/DRC

The city of Pilot Point condemned the house at 522 Burks St. last year, 
but held off on its demolition after learning that part of the building was 
once a one-room schoolhouse for African-American children. Volunteers 
have stepped in to help and the owners are working to preserve that part 
of the structure.
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Health Officials in hazmat suits check body temperatures of passen-
gers arriving from the city of Wuhan on Jan. 22 at the airport in Bei-
jing, China. Wuhan has been the epicenter of the coronavirus.
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