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By Amber Gaudet
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

With new residence halls and ongo-
ing construction at the Texas Woman’s 
University campus, the parking avail-
able in the heart of campus for com-
muters is continuing to shrink — leav-
ing students concerned for their safety 
accessing remote parking lots at night.

TWU students Abigail Beard and 
Carli Varble, student employees who 

say they often work until after 9 p.m. in 
the Blagg Huey Library and park in the 
Lowry Woods lot behind the building, 
say walking across campus to an all-de-
cal or commuter lot after dark threat-
ens their safety. All decal lots are open 
to any student, faculty or staff with a 
valid parking permit.

While there is shuttle service be-
tween the remote lots and campus 
during the day, they stop running at 

6 p.m. — when plenty of students are 
still working or studying on campus.

“Now we have to either walk down 
Oakland Street for some of that parallel 
parking if it’s open [and] if we manage to 
get there,” Varble said. “Or [we have to] 
walk across Bell Avenue and even farther 
to one of those all-decal lots or the facul-
ty-commuter lot, and that’s terrifying in a 
place that’s not well-lit, and that has crim-
inal activity because something could 

happen to you and nobody could see it.”
Beard and Varble say they and other 

students concerned about the parking 
situation on campus first reached out 
to Marcus Wenzel, manager of TWU 
Parking, Communications and Public 
Safety Technologies, who sent out an 
email announcing the parking changes.

After referencing TWU’s policy 

TWU parking concerns continue

900-plus students signed ‘safe commuter’ petition before administration removed it

Kara Dry/DRC

A Texas Woman’s University student who did not want to be identified boards a shuttle at the remote parking lot near the intersection of Frame 

Street and East University Drive.

Pig handler for 

Swifty Swine 

Productions, Paul 

Vaughn holds pig

let Honey Boo Boo 

as children pet her 

at the North Texas 

Fair and Rodeo on 

Sunday in Denton. 

The 6 p.m. pig race 

was canceled due 

to heat and small 

audience size. 

Swifty Swine has 

been in business 

for some 25 years, 

traveling across 

the U.S. with it’s 

pig racing and 

swimming shows.
Kara Dry/DRC

Swifty Swine at the Fair

By Annetta Ramsay
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Cuvier Lipscomb got his early medical train-
ing the hard way, providing surgical assistance for 
wounded Civil War soldiers. The sandy, red-haired 
veteran became one of Denton’s most respected 
early physicians.

When Civil War turned Middletown, Mis-
sissippi, into a ghost town, 21-year-old Cuvier 
helped his parents, Dr. Dabney and Millicent 
Lipscomb, move to Tarrant County. He enlisted 
in the Confederate 7th Texas Infantry in Marshall 

under the command of his cous-
in, Maj. Khleber Van Zandt. Cu-
vier battled at Shiloh, Tennessee, 
witnessed the first gunboat siege 
in Vicksburg, Mississippi, and 
fought in the hotbed of the Civil 
War, in Chickamauga, Chatta-
nooga, Jonesboro and Atlanta.

After each battle, Pvt. Lip-
scomb gained practical medical 

training assisting surgeons. Two years later, acting 
surgeon J.R. Crain recommended Cuvier’s promo-

tion to hospital steward, the Civil War equivalent 
of a nursing supervisor. Cuvier completed military 
service in Howard’s Grove Hospital in Richmond, 
Virginia. While performing steward duties, Cuvier 

lectured for $28 per month and graduated from 
the Medical College of Virginia with the class of 
1865.

Cuvier opened a medical practice in Birdville, 
Texas. In 1866, the 26-year-old married 20-year-
old Mary Ann Walden from Arkansas.

The Lipscombs moved to Denton in 1870, 
and his practice became a household name. Cu-
vier maintained memberships in the Christian 
Church, Masons, the International Order of Odd 

By Clarice Silber
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
appointed a new secretary of state on 
Monday after his previous one resigned 
amid backlash for wrongly questioning 
the citizenship of nearly 100,000 voters.

The Republican governor an-
nounced in a statement that he ap-
pointed Texas Workforce Commission 

Chair Ruth Ruggero Hughs to serve 
as the new secretary of state, a position 
that also oversees the state’s elections. 
Ruggero Hughs has chaired that com-
mission since last August.

“I am proud to appoint Ruth as Sec-
retary of State and I am confident that 
her experience at the Texas Workforce 
Commission will translate into success in 
this new role,” Abbott said. “Under Ruth’s 
leadership, we will continue to build the 
Texas brand on the international stage 
and uphold the integrity of our elections.”

The Republican governor’s appoint-
ment comes after former Secretary of 

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

People moving into Denton County 
are doing more than adding rooftops 
across the rural parts of the county. 
They’ve led to a revival in public library 
spending.

Rural libraries across Texas have 
been battered over the past decade 
since the 2008 recession. Libraries like 
the one in Ponder had to cut down on 
staff. Others scaled back hours or re-
moved programs because of budget 
constraints.

Kathy Ramsey, the Aubrey Area 
Library director, said Denton County 
commissioners around 2009 asked 
libraries to reduce their funding re-
quests.

“And we did,” Ramsey said. “We 
never really got any increases moving 
forward.”

That will change in 2020. Com-
missioners are expected to give 10 li-
braries that take county funding about 
$36,400 more next year than last year.

As the proposal coordinator for 
the Denton County Library Advisory 
Board, Ramsey proved to county lead-
ers this year that people moving into in-
corporated parts of Denton County are 
putting a greater demand on libraries 
in places like Krum, Little Elm, Aubrey 
and Sanger.

“They all find us,” Ramsey said. 
“They all want library cards.”

The 10 libraries — in Aubrey, Carroll-
ton, Flower Mound, Justin, Krum, Lew-
isville, Little Elm, Ponder, Sanger and 
The Colony — allow any Denton County 
resident to have a library membership 
for free because they receive funding 
from the county. They serve people in-
side city limits and those who live in 

Denton doctor trained during war
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Lipscomb

Abbott appoints 
new election chief
Workforce Commission 
chair named secretary 
of state after Whitley’s 
lawsuit, resignation
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Libraries 
expected to 
get boost 
in funding

See LIBRARIES on 7A


