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The first week to file for an 
open Denton City Council seat 
has passed, and several familiar 
faces have filed to seek a council 
seat this spring, including a couple 
of former officeholders, a retired 
justice of the peace and a former 
candidate for mayor.

The deadline to file for office is 
5 p.m. Feb. 17.

District 1
In District 1, City 

Council member 
Vicki Byrd is seeking 
reelection, and she 
has one oppo-
nent so far: Birdia 
Johnson, the former 
council member 
she defeated in May 
2021.

Byrd is a retired 
educator and a for-
mer police officer at 
Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity, where she 
says she was the 
first Black female 
police officer hired. 
She eventually 
moved over to handle risk manage-
ment at the university.

She also served on boards for 
the Denton Public Library and 
Parks and Recreation. She calls 
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In dream season, 
TWU basketball  
has cracked the  
Division II Top 10
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Yesteryear
About 25 streetlights were shot out 
to ring in the new year 100 years 
ago in Denton. Police planned to file 
charges in the “promiscuous shoot-
ing.”
>> Local, 2A

UNT to face UAB in clash 
that has lost some luster

It’s still a big game, but there’s no 
denying there is a little less appeal 
now that they’re no longer among 
the league’s best teams. >> Sports, 11A

By Juan Betancourt
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As the price of eggs is soaring 
nationwide, some residents in 
Denton County are finding other 
ways to get them — by purchasing 
their own chickens and harvesting 
their own eggs. This solution has 

led to an increase in chicken sales, 
and a local farm store in Denton is 
feeling the pressure.

D&L Farm and Home has seen 
an increase in hens sold at the 
Denton location on Fort Worth 

Drive. Employee Abigail Griffith 
said the store sold out of hens and 
chicks this week. She said phones 
have constantly been ringing and 
asking whether they have hens.

Griffith said the location had 

one chicken on Friday morning, 
with more expected to arrive in the 
evening and even more next week. 
She expects to have around 200 to 
400 chickens coming in next week.

According to Griffith, regular and 
new customers have said they’re 
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Abigail Griffith, a D&L Farm and Home employee, said the Denton store only had one chick for sale on Friday morning. She expects 200-400 
more chickens to come in next week.

FOOD PRICES

By Tommy Cummings
The Dallas Morning News

Many pageant contestants start 
competing at early ages, but this 
year’s newly crowned Miss Uni-
verse took a different route.

R’Bonney Gabriel didn’t even 
consider competing until two years 
ago when she was 26.

“I consider myself a late bloom-

er, for sure,” Gabriel said.

On Saturday, Gabriel was 
crowned Miss Universe at the 
71st pageant in New Orleans. The 
Houston native is the first Filipina 
American woman to be crowned 
Miss USA and the first Miss USA to 
win Miss Universe in a decade.

But before entering the world of 
competition, Gabriel’s focus was 
on a different passion: clothes.

Gabriel leveraged her training in 
fashion design at the University of 
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Miss Universe pulled all-nighters 
at UNT and longboarded to class

R’Bonney Gabriel: ‘Demanding’ fashion 
design program was prep for pageantry

R’Bonney 
Gabriel was 
crowned Miss 
Universe on 

Saturday at 
the New Or-
leans Ernst N. 
Morial Con-
vention Center. 
Gabriel started 
her educa-
tion in fashion 
design at the 
University of 
North Texas.

Benjamin 
Askinas/Miss 
Universe

Chicken sales rising with egg prices
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Johnson

Vicki Byrd

New and 
familiar 
faces in 
the ring
A couple of former 
council members 
file to run for seats
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