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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Denton City Council is sched-
uled to vote Tuesday on an increase to 
the general fund budget and the wage 
inflation rate, which would raise Den-

ton residents’ average property tax bill 
by $48 over the next fiscal year.

Cassey Ogden, the city’s director of 
finance, said Thursday that the council 
directed her to move forward with a 
property tax rate of 57 cents per $100 
valuation.

The city referred to that number 
as the wage inflation rate because it 
reflects a 3.1% increase, equivalent to 
the increase in total compensation in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area as of June 
2021, according to budget presentation 

documents. It was among two options 
for the proposed tax rate for the next 
fiscal year.

“The wage inflation rate is a 3.1% 
increase on the [managing and opera-
tions] rate from the prior year,” Ogden 
said Thursday. “For the average resi-
dential tax bill, it’s a $48 increase over 
the next fiscal year compared to this 
current year. Because our utility rates 
are not increasing — we calculate kind 
of both of those together — your over-
all average is only up $18 because the 

average water bill is going to decrease. 
We net those out to get an $18 increase 
overall between tax and utilities, but the 
tax bill [alone increases] by $48 for the 
year.”

The general fund covers mainte-
nance and operations for city depart-
ments such as public safety, libraries 
and parks. Its major revenue sources 
are sales and property taxes.

Although council members were 
divided on picking between the wage 
inflation rate over the no-new-revenue 

rate of 56 cents per $100 valuation — 
the second tax rate option — there was 
enough consensus to move forward 
with the wage inflation rate.

Ogden said the no-new-revenue 
rate would have brought in the same 
amount of revenue from taxes in 2020.

“It’s the tax rate that results in the 
same amount of revenue from existing 
property as the prior years,” she said. “So 
we would basically just be calculating 

By Uriel J. García and Jolie McCullough
The Texas Tribune

Gov. Greg Abbott said on Thursday 
that he directed state troopers and the 
Texas National Guard “to shut down six 
points of entry along 
the southern border” 
at the request of U.S. 
Customs and Border 
Protection — then re-
versed himself short-
ly after, blaming the 
Biden administration 
for flip-flopping in its 
request for state help.

But a CBP spokes-
person said the federal government 
— which operates ports of entry at the 
U.S.-Mexico border — had no plans to 
shut down any ports of entry.

“I have directed the Department of 
Public Safety and the Texas National 
Guard to surge personnel and vehicles 
to shut down six points of entry along 
the southern border to stop these [mi-
grant] caravans from overrunning 
our state,” Abbott said in an emailed 
statement. “The border crisis is so dire 
that the U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection is requesting our help as their 
agents are overwhelmed by the chaos.”

Renae Eze, Abbott’s spokesperson, 
added that the state “is shutting down 
the ports of entry at the request of and By Maura Judkis

The Washington Post

There was a lot to like in Austin 

when Kevin Longley moved there 
a month and a half ago from Mary-
land’s Montgomery County. His wife 
had gotten a promotion at her tech 
company, and their new city already 
had a solid reputation as a less expen-
sive, more chill Silicon Valley. They 
bought a 3,000-square foot, five-bed-
room house, far bigger than what they 

could afford outside of D.C. There were 
breakfast tacos, and amazing barbecue, 
and weekend day trips to nearby lakes 
with their 5-year-old daughter.

And then. In July, Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott issued an executive order ban-
ning government entities, including 
public schools, from requiring masks 
or vaccination (the Texas Supreme 

Court denied his request last month), 
despite the state’s rising death toll: 
More than 6,000 Texans have died 
of COVID-19 in the past month. On 
Sept. 1, legislation allowing Texans to 
carry a handgun in public without a 
permit or the background check and 

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Denton High School’s Thursday 
“Purple Out” pep rally happened after 
all after campus administrators and 
Denton police determined earlier re-
ported threats were false.

Principal Joel Hays told parents via 
email Thursday morning the pep rally 
wouldn’t take place after a vague report 
of threats.

A follow-up email sent to parents 
at 2:15 p.m. Thursday announced the 
investigation into those threats deter-
mined them to be false.

“The safety of our students and staff 
is of the utmost importance to us and 
we wanted to assure you that at no time 

was there a danger to our campus nor 
were our students or staff in harm’s 
way,” Hays wrote in the second email.

Both emails included the assurance 
there was no danger to students or 
staffers on campus.

“This morning a student reported 
that a threat to our campus was post-
ed on a popular social media platform,” 
Hays wrote initially. “While the threats 
have not been verified by the Denton 
Police Dept., know that we are cur-
rently working through details and an 
investigation.”

Julie Zwahr, a Denton ISD spokes-
person, said details about the threat, 
social media platform used, process 
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A flat-bottomed cumulus cloud — produced by the spiral storm bands from the remnants of Hurricane Nicholas — drifts over University Drive 

amid a colorful sunset this week in Denton.

Basking in orange
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to threat claim, then rallied
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property tax rate
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Reuse education 

director Heather 

Hoskins, center, 

leads a workshop 

on creating a “junk 

journal” at Arma-

dillo Ale Works on 

Thursday eve-

ning. Participants 

learned how to take 

discarded material 

and turn it into a 

journal.
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shut 6 points of entry 
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