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By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

There’s a fair chance Chris Watts, 
Denton’s former mayor, will not return 
to the Denton County Transportation 
Authority board when his term expires 
in a few weeks.

The Denton City Council, which 
appointed Watts to the board in May 
2019, discussed his possible early re-
moval during Tuesday’s meeting, but 
the idea ultimately went nowhere.

Despite that, the council still has a 
final say in whom it will appoint next. 
At least two council members, Deb Ar-
mintor and Alison Maguire, were vocal 
in their displeasure at Watts’ tenure on 
the board.

Watts began his one-year term as 
the board chair on Nov. 1, 2020. His 
chairmanship was set to expire just un-
der three weeks from Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

Reached by phone 
Wednesday afternoon, 
Watts wasn’t particu-
larly bothered about 
the prospect of soon 
being off the board.

“I’ve been on that 
board for two years 
and I’ve accomplished 
what I set out to ac-

complish,” he said. 
Namely, he listed as achievements 

the new energy he brought to the board 
alongside innovation.

“Time will show through the data 
how that’s working, so I feel good about 

my accomplishments,” he said.
The City Council’s displeasure with 

Watts is rooted in recent actions re-
lated to DCTA’s GoZone program and 
the phasing out of some fixed-route 
bus services. Council members wanted 
Watts to push for a six-month window 
during which services would remain 
the same, but he instead argued for a 
90-day window.

That window was what DCTA’s 
board ended up passing. Watts, in his 
defense, said the original vote was for 
only a 60-day window, for which he 
was the final swing vote against.

“[City Council members] wanted 

six months — I couldn’t get six months, 
I didn’t advocate six months, and I got 
90 days,” Watts said.

Much of Tuesday’s council discus-
sion about whether or not to remove 
Watts, or if such an action would even 
be possible, happened behind closed 
doors.

Mayor Gerard Hudspeth abruptly 
called for a break from the public meet-
ing to discuss the issue with City Attor-
ney Mack Reinwand.

The Texas Open Meetings Act al-
lows for two fairly broad reasons a 

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
and Zaira Perez
Staff Writers

cbreeding@dentonrc.com 

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

More than 1,000 students are ex-
pected to stage a walkout at Guyer 
High School on Friday morning to pro-
test what some parents are calling a cul-
ture of sexual harassment, coercion and 
aggression against female students in 
Denton ISD middle and high schools.

The protest has been sparked by 
allegations of a sexual assault that hap-
pened on the Guyer campus last week.

On Oct. 7, the Denton Police De-
partment received a report of a sexual 
assault involving two Guyer High stu-
dents.

Allison Beckwith, a spokesperson 
for the police, said the department be-
lieves the alleged assault happened on 
the Guyer campus on Oct. 6. The ac-
cuser, a 15-year-old girl, was taken to a 
hospital, and the boy she’s accusing of 
sexually assaulting her is 17.

The Denton Record-Chronicle is 
naming neither the accuser nor the 
football player named in an online peti-
tion as the assailant, as there have been 
no arrests made. The accused student 
played in Guyer’s football game last Fri-
day, after the police report was filed.

In a statement, Denton ISD officials 
said they were recently made aware of 
the allegations and that they’re working 
with the families involved. Julie Zwahr, 
a spokesperson for the district, said 
Wednesday the district learned about 
the alleged assault sometime last week, 
but she said she didn’t know the exact 
date the information was received.

By Valeria Olivares
The Dallas Morning News

Texas public university leaders are 
hoping that the Legislature will pass 
a bill during the third special session 
this year that would free up millions of 
dollars of funding for new and existing 
buildings.

Many of the projects mentioned in 

the bill include funding for the con-
struction and upgrading of health care 
education and research facilities at var-
ious public universities — including the 
University of North Texas, Texas Wom-
an’s University and Texas Tech Univer-
sity — as the state tackles a longtime 
shortage of health care workers acceler-
ated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Texas has a shortage of medical 
professionals, in particular nurses and 
occupational therapists and physical 
therapists,” said Matthew Flores, a 
TWU spokesperson.

Senate Bill 52, which would autho-

rize the state to issue nearly $2 billion 
in bonds to fund the infrastructure proj-
ects, is scheduled for hearing at the state 
Senate on Thursday morning. Texas has 
not passed a tuition revenue bond pack-
age to fund higher education since 2015.

If signed into law, the bill would send 
$49 million for a new TWU health sci-
ences center at Denton, $84 million for 
the University of North Texas Health 
Science Center at Fort Worth campus, 
$90 million for renovating an exist-
ing facility at the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center and $80 million 
for construction of health science educa-

tion and research centers at Texas A&M 
International University in Laredo.

Most health care programs at TWU 
are already at maximum capacity, in-
cluding nursing, physical therapy and 
occupational therapy, Flores said.

The funds — which would help cov-
er about half the cost to construct the 
facility — would allow the school to 
expand those programs which would 
benefit the university and North Texas 
by producing more medical profession-
als to “alleviate the stress on the health 
care system.”

Nearly $300 million would also be 

allocated for the construction and reno-
vation of science buildings at UNT-Dal-
las and the University of Texas at Ar-
lington.

“We’ve had 11 straight semesters of 
enrollment growth,” UNT-Dallas Presi-
dent Bob Mong said. “Pretty soon we’re 
going to run out of space, so we need 
this building.”

Mong added he has been requesting 
the funds for this project, which he said 
would increase the number of diverse 
graduates in the medical field, for the 

By Maria Lawson
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Denton County residents can expect high 
rain chances that may lead to flooding and flash 
flooding through Thursday afternoon as a result 
of Hurricane Pamela, said Allison Prater, a mete-
orologist for the National Weather Service.

The heavy rainfall will bring flooding with iso-
lated totals between 5 and 6 inches in the areas 
under a flood watch, and the county could expect 
2-3 inches of rainfall.

“We’re still a bit uncertain about the placement 
and the extent of any strong, severe storms,” Prater 
said. “Otherwise, flooding is the main concern, and 
then after that, another concern would be stronger 
wind gusts.”

Prater also said rivers, creeks and streams 

Rainy days to continue

Denton County seeing Hurricane Pamela’s impact in rainfall, flood watches

Bill would help universities add space for medical students
TWU, UNT and others 
hope to fill health care 
roles in high demand

Watts could lose reappointment to DCTA board
Former mayor says 
he’s accomplished 
what he set out to 
do with public transit
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University of North Texas students walk around campus with umbrellas on Wednesday.
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