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Despite the heat, the North Texas 
Fair and Rodeo seems to have broken 
this past year’s attendance record.

Glenn Carlton, executive direc-
tor of the fair, said workers estimated 
195,000 people attended the nine-day 
event. That’s up from the approximate-
ly 190,000 who came in 2018.

“I think we were hindered a little bit 
by some pretty hot weather,” Carlton said.

Conversely, he said this past Satur-
day might have been a record-breaking 
day for attendance, and the explanation 
for that is fairly simple.

“Two words: cool front,” he said 
Sunday morning. “It was really nice 
yesterday.”

The fair lives up to its name, Cart-
lon said, since people truly come from 
all over.

Despite being situated in Denton, 
the fair, which just completed its 91st 
year, draws nearly 40% of its attendees 
from outside Denton County, according 
to a survey completed this past year.

While some classic staples remain, 
this was the second year to use a new 
payment system. Instead of worrying 
about which vendors or attractions take 
cash or cards, all attendees were issued 
a prepaid card they could load addi-
tional funds onto. That’s a departure 
from 2018’s use of bracelets to serve the 
same purpose.

All things considered, Carlton said 
the change made things run smoother 
than before.

“It takes human error out of the ac-
counting,” he said.

Anybody with access can watch 
sales from gates, individual vendors, 
rides and anything else in real time 
from a computer screen. In practice, 
that means he can dispatch people to 
help knock down lines before they get 
out of hand at entrance gates.

While Carlton’s happy with the turn-
out in recent years — 2015 still holds the 
record for most attendance with roughly 
215,000 — he’s confident the fair could 
triple given more space to breathe.

“The event has great momentum, 
but it’s held back geographically,” he said.

In 2014, the North Texas Fair and 
Rodeo Association announced the pur-
chase of a 109-acre plot of land on the 
northwestern portion of Denton, near 

Interstate 35. The current fairgrounds 
is less than a third that size, sitting at 
only 33 acres.

At that time, Carlton estimated it 
would take five to 10 years to raise the 
money necessary to move one of the 
county’s longest-running events. For 
now, he said it’s a matter of waiting for 
an economic impact study to come back 
from the Professional Development In-
stitute at the University of North Texas.

Once that’s in, fundraising can begin 
in earnest to make the transition. While 
he doesn’t have an official timeline set 
at this point, Carlton hopes to have the 
event moved to the new site in the com-
ing five years.

MARSHALL REID can be reached 
at 940-566-6862 and via Twitter at @
MarshallKReid.

Tearing down, heading out

91 years down, countless to come for North Texas Fair and Rodeo

Kara Dry/ DRC

Talley Amusement workers tear down and pack up rides from the North Texas Fair and Rodeo on Sunday in Denton.

By Ryan Higgs
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Drug addiction was once a “full-
time job” for Victoria Markle.

She spent much of the last decade 
revolving through the criminal justice 
system for drug-related charges.

Now, at age 37, the recovering meth-
amphetamine and heroin addict is a 

nearly two-year member of the Denton 
County Drug Court — a treatment pro-
gram that aims to assist high-risk felo-
ny drug offenders in their rehabilitation 
and reintegration into their families 
and communities.

The drug court, which is in its third 
year, operates out of Judge Brody 
Shanklin’s Denton County 211th Judi-
cial District Court and has an enroll-
ment cap of 30 participants, according 
to Kevin Edwards, probation officer for 
the drug court.

Shanklin presides over the drug 

court and is assisted by Judge Steve 
Burgess, who oversees the 158th Judi-
cial District Court. Shanklin was not 
available for comment for this story.

Before entering the drug court pro-
gram in 2017, Markle had been home-
less, living between a trap house in 
Dallas’ Oak Cliff, under a bridge and 
in people’s cars. She said she was fac-
ing her sixth felony drug charge in nine 
years when she failed to appear in court.

After a warrant was issued by Denton 
County, Markle said her addiction began 
to spiral. In the time frame leading to her 

arrest, Markle said she had woken up in 
a hospital four times after having over-
dosed on meth, heroin and cocaine.

Despite her brushes with death, she 
sought maintain her addiction through 
whatever means possible.

“[Addiction] was a full-time job for 
me,” Markle said. “It was staying up for a 
week at a time. It was shooting things that 
kept me up while maintaining my heroin 
addiction, while selling drugs, while rob-
bing people — I was OK with that.”

Markle spent 90 days detoxing 
in Denton County Jail leading up to 

her court date for a felony possession 
charge. She said she was ready to “sit 
out her time” in a cell — that is, until 
prosecutors sought to enhance her pen-
alty to a third-degree felony because of 
prior run-ins with law enforcement.

Markle, who had no home or vehicle 
at the time, said she had to get on board 
with the idea of drug court after her 
bail was denied. In addition, she said 
her court-appointed attorney, George 
Roland, acknowledged the court would 

D
id you hear that the wholesale 
cost of electricity in Texas this 
month spiked to around $9,000 

a megawatt hour? At one point, whole-
sale prices were said to have surged 
36,000%.

Those aren’t typos. Bloomberg 
News reported, “It’s a record that has 
turned the Lone Star State into the 
most expensive place to buy power in 
all of America’s major markets.”

One Plano customer sent me his 
bill showing he paid almost 25 cents 
per kilowatt hour (kWh). His bill for 
only the first two weeks of August is a 
whopping $641.

Most electricity customers are 
locked into fixed-price contracts. They 
don’t feel that kind of pain. These 
contracts are supposed to protect them 
from sticker shock.

But there’s one group of custom-
ers that was hit especially hard. This 
group had little protection. These are 
customers of Griddy, which says it 
offers customers wholesale prices “by 
connecting them directly to the grid” 
without middleman markups.

Think of that. No middleman tak-
ing a cut, which is the opposite of how 
deregulated electricity shopping works. 
When our state leaders deregulated 

electricity 20 years ago, the portal for 
middlemen spread wide open.

In contrast, Griddy sounded so 

good. In a listing I made last year of 
companies that help you shop for 
electricity, Griddy sounded like one of 
the best consumer deals because in ad-
dition to offering the wholesale rate, it 
only charges a $10 monthly service fee.

As I reported, “Griddy says its av-
erage kWh rate is about 2 cents lower 
than the state average. The company 
says its mission is to show Texans they 
can eliminate higher retail prices.”

Until recently, I had never received 
a complaint about Griddy. To the con-
trary, I received fan mail from readers 
recommending it. In winter, fall and 
spring, customers were saving money, 

they said.
“I am pleased,” one person wrote 

me.
“My rate is between 3 and 4 cents a 

kWh,” another said.
Wow. Three cents.
I’m unable to personally test these 

companies because I’m forced into 
a non-competitive electricity co-op 
serving my neighborhood. So I rely on 
reports from readers, citizens of my 
Watchdog Nation.

In news releases, Griddy promised 
to launch a revolution in the Texas 

By Paul J. Weber and David Warren
Associated Press

AUSTIN — A Texas pastor whose 
teenage daughter was among more than 
two dozen people killed in a mass shoot-
ing at his church in 2017 said Sunday 
that he will run as a Republican next 
year for a seat in the state Legislature.

Frank Pomeroy — whose 14-year-
old daughter, Annabelle, was killed in 
the November 2017 attack at First Bap-
tist Church in Sutherland Springs — is 
launching his campaign at a moment 
when gun violence is again at the fore-
front of Texas politics following a mass 
shooting in El Paso this month that 
killed 22 people.

The two mass shootings were part 
of a “trajectory” that led him to run for 
the state Senate, he said during a brief 
phone interview before stepping into a 
restaurant with his family. The shoot-
ing at his church compelled him to have 
more conversations with people about 
guns and other leading political issues, 
he said, while the El Paso attack trou-
bled him in the way the victims were 
used by others to score political points.

“I felt like something needed to be 
brought to the conversation, like civility 
and real intelligent discourse,” he said, 
adding that he’s concerned by the way 
“integrity and morality are degrading,” 
particularly within the Democratic Party.

Pomeroy said that owning guns is 
not the problem that has led to mass 
shootings and the focus should be on 
issues such as mental illness.

First Baptist Church opened a new 
sanctuary this year after the old build-
ing was turned into a memorial, follow-
ing what remains the deadliest mass 
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