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The Texas Tribune and ProPublica

Six days before a local run-
off election last year in Frisco, a 
prosperous and growing suburb 
of Dallas, Brandon Burden paced 
the stage of KingdomLife Church. 
The pastor told congregants that 
demonic spirits were operating 
through members of the City 

Council.
Grasping his Bible with both 

hands, Burden said God was work-
ing through his North Texas con-
gregation to take the country back 
to its Christian roots. He lamented 
that he lacked jurisdiction over the 
state Capitol, where he had gone 
during the 2021 Texas legislative 
session to lobby for conservative 
priorities like expanded gun rights 
and a ban on abortion.

“But you know what I got ju-
risdiction over this morning is an 
election coming up on Saturday,” 
Burden told parishioners. “I got a 
candidate that God wants to win. 
I got a mayor that God wants to 
unseat. God wants to undo. God 

wants to shift the balance of power 
in our city. And I have jurisdiction 
over that this morning.”

What Burden said that day 
in May 2021 was a violation of a 
long-standing federal law barring 
churches and nonprofits from di-
rectly or indirectly participating in 
political campaigns, tax law experts 
told ProPublica and The Texas Tri-
bune. Although the provision was 
mostly uncontroversial for decades 
after it passed in 1954, it has be-
come a target for both evangelical 
churches and former President 
Donald Trump, who vowed to elim-
inate it.

Burden’s sermon is among 
those at 18 churches identified by 

the news organizations over the 
past two years that appeared to 
violate the Johnson Amendment, 
a measure named after its au-
thor, former President Lyndon B. 
Johnson. Some pastors have gone 

so far as to paint candidates they 
oppose as demonic.

At one point, churches fretted 
over losing their tax-exempt status 

Churches break law with 
endorsements, experts say

Screenshot/KingdomLife YouTube
Brandon Burden, lead pastor of KingdomLife in Frisco, appears in a 
still image of a video posted to the church’s YouTube channel.
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Affordable housing, local jobs 
and bathrooms, including port-a-
pottties, and clean showers were 
the top issues Denton’s unshel-
tered community discussed with 
two Denton City Council members 
who attended a Saturday after-
noon listening meeting at Emily 
Fowler Central Library.

About a dozen homeless ad-
vocates and unsheltered people 
arrived to speak with council 
members Brian Beck and Brandon 
Chase McGee.

Council member Vicki Byrd was 
supposed to attend the Saturday 
afternoon meeting, but she had to 
cancel her appearance. Council 
members Alison Maguire, Chris 
Watts and Jesse Davis weren’t in 
attendance, and neither was Mayor 
Gerard Hudspeth. All had been 
invited.

Former council member Deb 
Armintor was on hand to listen 
as the unsheltered community 
discussed several topics, from the 
idea for a tiny house community to 
the need for the city to unlock the 
water faucets in the bathrooms at 
Quakertown Park for people to use.

“When I was on council, I asked 
about that,” Armintor said. “I was 
told that they shut them down 
because they were concerned that 
people would use them. And I said, 
‘Well, that’s what they’re for.’ … They 
talk about it as if it were attracting 
flies. It’s really backwards, really 
broken.”

Beck said he was working on a 
low-cost plan for outdoor drinking 
water dispensers, where people 
could refill bottles, around the city.

The listening meeting came to-
gether shortly after homeless ad-

vocate Tracy “Mama T” Duckworth 
had made a couple of appear-
ances at City Council meetings, 
demanding that council members 
do something now to help the 
growing homeless population who 
are experiencing the worst of North 

Texas’ weather.
She had told council members 

she planned to host a meeting 
with the unsheltered community 
to eliminate stereotypes and put a 
face to the population who often 
disappear under sweeping gener-

alizations.
“It’s like my mom used to tell 

me: ‘When you’re cooking, you can 
put anything in the kitchen in that 
pot of food, but until you put love 
into it, it’s not going to be right,’” 
Duckworth told council members 

in late September. “I didn’t under-
stand that until recently. When you 
put everything into the homeless 
problem and the issues that we 
want — but until somebody cares 

Building blocks

Courtesy photo/Tara Sachar
Advocates and members of Denton’s unsheltered community met Saturday with two members of the City Council at Emily Fowler Central 
Library to discuss issues and suggestions for improving life for those living on the streets.
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Meeting between council 
members, Denton’s unsheltered 
puts face on homelessness

UNT soccer enters 
C-USA tourney on roll
The Mean Green head into the 
Conference USA tournament 
after Saturday’s dramatic win 
over Louisiana Tech. >> Sports, 6A

Early voting has started. Here’s what 
you need to know to cast your ballot.  
>> Section D

IRS has largely 
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and nonprofits
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