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Man catches 67-pound 
goldfish in Champagne, 
France
‘I always knew The Carrot was in there 
but never thought I would catch it,’ 
says British fisherman Andy Hackett. 
>> Local, 3A

ACLU targets two North 
Texas school districts 
over transgender policies
The ACLU files complaints asking the 
U.S. Department of Education to 
investigate the Frisco and Keller 
school districts.
>> Local, 2A

By Christian McPhate
Staff Writer

cmcphate@dentonrc.com

An old Denton hippie stood in 
front of Denton City Council mem-
bers Tuesday morning, wearing a 
gray shirt with marijuana leaves on 
it and a nice head of dark hair for 
someone who just turned 70.

He attributed his hair to the 
marijuana he has been smoking 
for years and joined his voice with 
many other public commenters 
encouraging the council to listen 
to the overwhelming majority of 
voters who voted to approve the 
low-level marijuana decriminaliza-
tion ordinance.

Denton City Council members 
listened to residents who arrived 
to voice their concerns Tuesday 
morning and voted 6-0 to accept 
the election results for the low-lev-
el marijuana decriminalization 
ordinance and a former council 
member’s recall election.

After Election Day, there was 

some worry when Denton City 
Manager Sarah Hensley issued 
a news release shortly after the 
ordinance was passed Nov. 8 to 
remind voters there were certain 
parts of the ordinance that may 
not be implemented because they 

Council approves recall,  
new marijuana law

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

It has been a minute, but two lo-
cal performing groups are teaming 
up to make some serious holiday 
merriment.

The Denton Community Band 
and the Denton Community Cho-
rus have decided to join forces 
for their annual holiday concert. 
That means you can lend an ear 
for reindeer on the housetop or 
a silent night during the groups’ 
concert at 7 p.m. Dec. 17 at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church.

Admission to the concert is free, 
but donations are welcome.

Carol Lynn Mizell, who has led 
the community band since 1978 
(and sang with the communi-
ty chorus before the band was 
founded), said the band enthusi-
astically agreed to a joint concert 
when community chorus director 
Tim McGaugh suggested it earlier 
this year.

“The invitation came from the 
chorus,” she said. “We were thrilled 
to accept it.”

The community band, which 
includes about 35 musicians, went 
on hiatus in 2020 and throughout 
the height of COVID-19, Mizell said. 
In 2021, Mizell said she played “the 
bad guy” when she asked the band 
musicians to show proof of vacci-
nation to start rehearsing for the 
group’s first performance, which 
was at the Denton Jazz Festival. 
Since then, the band took precau-
tions to keep its musicians healthy 
for a July 3 performance with the 
First United Methodist Church 
Chancel Choir last year.

HOLIDAY MUSIC

Maria Crane/For the DRC

Attendees listen during the Denton City Council’s special meeting Tuesday as the council voted to approve the city’s marijuana decriminal-
ization ordinance and to recall council member Alison Maguire.

See COUNCIL on 5A

By Brooke Colombo
Staff Writer

bcolombo@dentonrc.com

While the highlight of 
Thanksgiving is typically a 
turkey dinner, traveling afar is 
what defines the holiday for 
many Texans. An estimated 
3.6 million people will soon 

hit the road and travel 
more than 50 miles to 
spend Thursday with their 
families, AAA reported.

Traffic, thunderstorms 
and costly gas could 
spoil Thanksgiving for 

What to expect 
on Texas roads

HOLIDAY TRAVEL Al Key/DRC file 
photo

Traffic moves 
along  on Interstate 
35 as seen from 
the Ganzer Road 
overpass look-
ing south toward 
Denton. Traffic 
could be heavy 
during the week 
of Thanksgiving as 
AAA estimates 3.6 
million Texans will 
hit the highways 
and interstates.

See TRAVEL on 5A

Denton’s 
band and 
choir to 
offer joint 
concert

See MUSIC on 5A

Diving into Round 3 
playoff matchups for 
Guyer, Argyle, Aubrey
>> Sports, 7A


