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Jordan steps up 
to lead Liberty’s 
baseball team
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Now there’s a 
Denton-based 
dog food brand
Denton Time

By Errin Haines Whack
AP National Writer

WASHINGTON — The debate over 
reparations catapulted from the cam-
paign trail to Congress on Wednesday 
as lawmakers heard impassioned testi-

mony for and against the idea of provid-
ing compensation for America’s history 
of slavery and racial discrimination.

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas, 
the sponsor of a resolution to study rep-
arations, put a fine point on the discus-
sion: “I just simply ask: Why not and 
why not now?”

It was Congress’ first hearing on 
reparations in more than a decade, 
and came amid a growing conversa-
tion both in the Democratic Party and 

the country at large about lingering 
racial disparities in the United States. 
Once considered a fringe topic, mostly 
pushed aside in Congress, the possibil-
ity of reparations was treated with seri-
ousness by the witnesses and lawmak-
ers alike, though Republicans made 
clear their opposition.

One of the most striking moments 
came as writer Ta-Nehisi Coates, the 

On Juneteenth, a debate 
on reparations for slavery
Actor Danny Glover 
asks House panel  
to address the issue

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

A grassroots group has set its sights on the 
downtown Square for a new monument that 
would remember residents who were lynched 
during Denton County’s early history.

About 20 people met Wednesday evening un-
der the umbrella of the Denton County Commu-
nity Remembrance Project. The local initiative is 
part of a growing number of communities around 
the country working with the National Memorial 
for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, Alabama, 
to remember thousands of lives lost to lynching.

Former Denton City Council member Linnie 

McAdams said the downtown Denton location 
makes sense because the Square belongs to every-
one in the county.

“We’ve been hidden long enough,” McAdams 
said.

She was among 10 members of the black 
community at the organizational meeting. Other 

attendees included several history students re-
searching African American history in Denton 
County; Denton City Council members Deb 
Armintor and Paul Meltzer; Roman McAllen, 
the city’s historic preservation officer; and Peggy 

Group sets sights on Square for lynching memorial
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Linnie McAdams, a former Denton City Council member, addresses a group aiming to erect a monument to commemorate victims of 

lynching in Denton County, during a meeting Wednesday evening.

Denton County Judge Andy 

Eads, right, speaks to guests 

during the Denton Chamber 

of Commerce’s reception for 

elected officials Wednesday 

at the Best Western Premier 

Crown Chase Inn & Suites.
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Poolside 
reception

‘We’ve been hidden 
long enough’ 
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Author Ta-Nehisi Coates, left, and actor Danny Glover testify about repa-

rations during a hearing Wednesday before the House Judiciary Subcom-

mittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties in Washington.

By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer

jduncan@dentonrc.com

The University of North Texas Sys-
tem still has not released a commis-
sioned brand audit, and officials have 
not responded to a second open records 
request for the document.

The brand audit, conducted by 
outside firm Carnegie Dartlet, cost 
$142,000 plus billed expenses and was 
designed to look at all three universities 
in the system and their marketing strat-
egies.

Initially, the Denton Record-Chroni-
cle requested the document on March 
5. Last month, the Texas Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office ruled that officials did not 
have to release the audit. However, the 
ruling did not bar them from releasing 
the document.

The ruling said the document didn’t 
have to be released publicly because of 
the Boeing decision, a 2015 Texas Su-
preme Court ruling that made it easier 
to keep negotiations between public 

UNT continues to 
withhold brand audit

By Ross Ramsey
The Texas Tribune

AUSTIN — Nearly half of Texas 
voters — and more than two-thirds 
of Republicans — would support the 
kind of ban on abortions in the early 
stages of pregnancy that lawmakers in 
Mississippi, Ohio and Georgia recently 
passed, according to the latest Universi-
ty of Texas/Texas Tribune Poll.

Just under half (48%) of Texas 
voters support making abortion ille-
gal after six weeks of pregnancy, as a 
half-dozen states have done with “early 
abortion bans” or “heartbeat bills” that 
would outlaw abortions as soon as a fe-
tal heartbeat can be detected. Another 
42% said they oppose such a law.

Party identification marked the big-
gest divide on the question, with 68% 
of Republicans saying they would favor 
an early limit on abortions and 63% of 
Democrats saying they would oppose it. 
Proposals to impose these kinds of ear-
ly limits didn’t advance in the just-fin-
ished legislative session.

Overall, 15% of Texans believe abor-
tions should never be permitted, and 
37% believe “a woman should always be 
able to obtain an abortion as a matter of 
personal choice.” Two more groups are 
in between: 31% of Texas voters said 
abortion should be permitted “only in 
case of rape, incest or when the wom-
an’s life is in danger,” and 13% said the 
law should permit abortion in other 
cases “only after the need for the abor-
tion has been clearly established.”

The vast majority of Texans would 
allow abortion under some circum-
stances, the poll found, but most Re-
publicans were either altogether op-
posed (21%) or would allow abortions 

48% in Texas 
would ban 
abortion 
after 6 weeks
Respondents also 
largely favor requiring 
vaccinations for kids
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