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By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

A Southlake woman was convicted 
on two felony drugs charges last week 
for her role in a scheme to give out 
opioids from a Denton pharmacy she 
owned with her husband called Meg’s 
Discount Drugs.

Susan Megwa was convicted of de-
livery of a controlled substance and di-

version a controlled substance by a jury 
in the 362nd District Court in Denton 
County on Thursday and was sentenced 
to a total of 25 years in Texas prison.

Denton police led an investigation 
into the pharmacy for about two years, 
leading to Megwa’s arrest in 2014. She 
and her husband were among six peo-
ple rounded up by the police.

Police, along with the Texas State 
Board of Pharmacy, alleged the phar-

macy, then located on Sunset Drive, 
was pushing out drugs with ease, at-
tracting people from across the region 
and state. Police said in 2014 that 
Megwa filled prescriptions from a 
dentist whose license had expired.

“The number of opioids that she 
ordered and dispensed is staggering,” 
Ron White, a retired investigator with 
the Texas State Board of Pharmacy 
who testified in the trial last week, 

wrote in an email Friday.
Authorities also accused Megwa of 

laundering more than $200,000 at the 
pharmacy as part of the scheme.

The felony began on Oct. 7 and last-
ed about two weeks.

The Denton police bust made head-
lines around North Texas. Megwa’s 
husband, Eronini Megwa, was also ar-
rested and charged first-degree felony 
money laundering for his alleged role 

in the scheme. He was an associate pro-
fessor at the University of Texas at Ar-
lington before he was suspended by the 
university, officials said in 2014.

He will face a jury trial in 2020 in 
the 362nd District Court, according to 
court records. A jury trial was thrice re-
scheduled this year.

DALTON LAFERNEY can be 
reached at 940-566-6882 and via 
Twitter at @daltonlaferney.

By Matthew Lee
AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON — Three years of 
simmering frustration inside the State 
Department is boiling over on Capitol 
Hill as a parade of current and former 
diplomats testify to their concerns 
about the Trump administration’s un-
orthodox policy toward Ukraine.

Over White House objections, the 
diplomats are appearing before im-
peachment investigators looking into 
President Donald Trump’s dealings with 
Ukraine and they’re recounting stories 
of possible impropriety, misconduct and 
mistreatment by their superiors.

To Trump and his allies, the dip-
lomats are evidence of a “deep state” 
within the government that has been 
out to get him from the start. But to 
the employees of a department demor-
alized by the administration’s repeated 
attempts to slash its budget and staff, 
cooperating with the inquiry is seen as a 
moment of catharsis, an opportunity to 
reassert the foreign policy norms they 
believe Trump has blown past.

“It’s taken a while to understand 
just how weird the policy process has 
become but it was inevitable,” said Ron-
ald Neumann, president of the Ameri-
can Academy of Diplomacy. The group 

wrote a letter last 
month calling for the 
administration to sup-
port career diplomats 
and protect them from 
politicization.

The State De-
partment officials 
parading through 
Capitol Hill include 

high-ranking diplomats with decades 
of experience serving both Republi-
can and Democratic administrations. 
Among them: Kurt Volker, who re-
signed as the administration’s special 
envoy to Ukraine after being named 

in the whistleblower complaint that 
jumpstarted the impeachment inquiry.

Others who have testified behind 
closed doors include Marie Yova-
novitch, the former ambassador to 
Ukraine who was pushed out of the post 
after a concerted campaign by Trump’s 
personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani; Mi-
chael McKinley, who resigned after 37 
years in the foreign service in part over 
treatment of Yovanovitch; and Fiona 
Hill, a National Security Council staff-
er who worked closely with the former 
Ukrainian ambassador.

Volker told investigators he did not 
believe there was anything improper 

in his dealings in Ukraine. But the oth-
ers have all spoken of their unease and 
concern about Trump’s approach to 
Ukraine and their testimony has largely 
corroborated the whistleblower’s com-
plaint, which centered on a July phone 
call between Trump and Ukraine’s 
leader, as well as Giuliani’s dealings in 
the former Soviet republic.

Yovanovitch, who remains a State 
Department employee, said she was 
“incredulous” at being recalled early 
from her post despite having been told 
she did nothing wrong. She lamented 

By Lolita C. Baldor
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — While 
President Donald Trump insists he’s 
bringing home Americans from “end-
less wars” in the Mideast, his Pentagon 
chief says all U.S. troops leaving Syria 
will go to western Iraq and the Amer-
ican military will continue operations 
against the Islamic State group.

They aren’t coming home and the 
United States isn’t leaving the turbu-
lent Middle East, according to current 
plans outlined by U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Mark Esper before he arrived in 
Afghanistan on Sunday. The fight in 
Syria against IS, once spearheaded by 
American allied Syrian Kurds who have 
been cast aside by Trump, will be un-
dertaken by U.S. forces, possibly from 
neighboring Iraq.

Esper did not rule out the idea that 
U.S. forces would conduct counterter-
rorism missions from Iraq into Syria. 
But he told reporters traveling with 
him that those details will be worked 
out over time.

Trump nonetheless tweeted: “USA 
soldiers are not in combat or ceasefire 
zones. We have secured the Oil. Bring-
ing soldiers home!”

The president declared this past 
week that Washington had no stake 
in defending the Kurdish fighters who 
died by the thousands as America’s 
partners fighting in Syria against IS 
extremists. Turkey conducted a week-
long offensive into northeastern Syria 
against the Kurdish fighters before a 
military pause.

“It’s time for us to come home,” 
Trump said, defending his removal 
of U.S. troops from that part of Syria 

By Ryan Higgs
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

The University of North Texas football team walked-off 
against Middle Tennessee State University 33-30 behind 
the leg of sophomore kicker Ethan Mooney who drilled a 
22-yard game winning field goal Saturday afternoon at Apo-
gee Stadium.

While the Eagles improved to a 3-4 record on the sea-
son, it was the winning tradition that arrived during the wee 
hours of the morning that some may say helped lift the team 
over MTSU.

Denton resident Scott Campbell, 59, and his cousin, 
Brock Huddleston, 53, a resident of Liberty Hill have been 
tailgating at UNT home football games for almost a decade. 
Most of his tailgates have typically consisted of small gath-
erings of friends and family, Campbell said, where someone 

Barbecue and kinship

Señor Smoke’s tailgating tradition stays winning almost 10 years later

Photos by Jeff Woo/DRC

Liberty Hill resident Brock “Señor Smoke” Huddleston, 53, left, and Denton resident Scott Campbell, 59 host a tailgating party near Apogee Sta-

dium Saturday in Denton.

Huddleston cuts up some sausage for guests to eat 

during his annual tailgating party cookout.See TAILGATING on 7A
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