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Amid pressure and 
criticism, Prescott 
and Parsons respond 
in Cowboys’ 40-3 win
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Hennessy-Fiske
The Washington Post

COLORADO SPRINGS — At least 

five people were killed and 25 
were injured after a man with a rifle 
walked into an LGBTQ nightclub 
here and opened fire, according 
to law enforcement officials, who 
credited one or more clubgoers 

with subduing the shooter before 
more people were hurt.

“We owe them a great debt of 
thanks,” Colorado Springs Police 
Chief Adrian Vasquez said during a 
news conference Sunday morning. 
The suspect — whom Vasquez 
identified as Anderson Lee Aldrich, 
22 — was taken into custody and is 
being treated at a hospital.

The FBI is assisting with the 
investigation, which officials said is 

in its early stages.
As of Sunday morning, local 

and federal officials were trying to 
piece together details about the 
attack, including what may have 
led the gunman to the club, the 
suspect’s criminal history, and how 
the shooter came to possess the 
weapon officials say was used in 
the attack.

Gunman kills 5, injures 
25 at LGBT club in Colo.

Matthew Staver/For The Washington Post 
Kara Too and her children place flowers Sunday at a memorial to the 
victims of Saturday’s shooting inside Club Q in Colorado Springs, 
Colo.

COLORADO SPRINGS SHOOTING

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

Just before they have the week 
of Thanksgiving off, Denton High 
School theater arts students are 
buzzing around their classroom.

Out on the huge new stage, 
theater department co-director 
Michael Cleveland is fastening 
lightweight netting to a pipe. In a 
few seconds, he’ll touch a button 
and the pipe will glide upward.

Think of it as rows of pipes, each 
on its own digital pulley system. 
With the touch of a button, the 
pipes can move up and down, and 
side to side.

“Not everything in here works 
yet,” Cleveland said. “We’ve literally 
been pulling stuff out of boxes 
since we got here.”

For the first time, Bronco theater 
kids will rehearse and perform 
in a space that has a fly system. 
Appropriately enough, the depart-
ment’s first show in the new space 
includes a little fairy dust and good 
old theater elbow grease so that a 
famous character and his pals can 
fly. James Barrie’s Peter Pan will 
show of the center’s deluxe tech 
offerings, and it also teamed up 
with AFX, the company that makes 
performers fly.

Kerri Peters, theater department 
co-director, said the leadership 
chose the classic — the play, not 
the musical by Jules Styne, Mark 
Charlap and Trude Rittman — 
because the department had the 
students to fill the roles of Lost 
Boys, Captain Hook, the Darling 
children and Peter himself.

“That’s the main concern when 
we’re choosing any of our shows,” 
Peters said. “We won’t choose a 
show if we don’t have the people 
for it.”

Students said they are excited 
to be performing in the brand-
new center, and technical theater 
students, who fill backstage jobs, 
said they’re getting a look at what a 
professional space looks like.

High-tech Neverland
DENTON ISD

Denton High 
takes flight with 
‘Peter Pan’ in 
state-of-the-art 
theater facility

Find more photos and video coverage with 
this story at DentonRC.com

ABOVE: Denton High School 
students show just how big the 
pirate ship is for Peter Pan, the 
debut show in the new Denton 
High School Performing Arts 
Center. Pictured are Philana 
Koto, on stairs; Roman Ponce, 
at the helm; and Shane Mc-
Laughlin, seated in front of the 
window.

LEFT: Denton High School stu-
dents Izzy Fosmire, left, Nixon 
Sanchez (in far back, kneeling) 
and Cate Panter clear set pieces 
from the stage while theater 
teacher Michael Cleveland 
(right) hangs scenery on the fly 
system in the new Denton High 
School Performing Arts Center, 
which seats more than 800.
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See SHOOTING on 3A

See THEATER on 5A


