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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Enough members of the City Council showed 
an interest this week in the minimum required dis-
tance between new homes and old gas wells that 
Denton could eventually up the ante and be more 
protective of human health.

Council members Deb Armintor, Keely Briggs, 
Jesse Davis and Paul Meltzer agreed Tuesday to 

continue talks on those “reverse setbacks” because 
of the city’s fast growth, particularly on the west side 
where some old Barnett Shale gas wells are still pro-
ducing.

Recently, developers proposed building an 
apartment complex where old gas well equipment 
caught fire following a lightning strike several years 
ago. Some of those apartments could be built 250 
feet from the well and the equipment. That mini-
mum distance triggered this week’s review of re-

verse setbacks, Briggs said.
“I don’t feel that’s enough,” Briggs said. “That’s 

what we’re here for.”
But, as Davis pointed out, other Denton new-

comers could benefit from longer reverse setbacks 
if the city gets closer to 1,000 feet, which is the min-
imum distance that a new well can come up to ex-
isting homes.

Reverse setbacks  
on front burner again

Denton ponders farther distances between new homes, old gas wells

Al Key/For the DRC

A gas well site is located near houses in the neighborhood at the northeast corner of Vintage Boulevard at South Bonnie Brae Street.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Panelists spoke in front of a full 
house Saturday at Denton City Hall 
on whether the city should adopt an 
LGBTQ anti-discrimination ordinance, 
or whether such a policy would restrict 
religious freedom.

Denton City Council member Jesse 
Davis moderated the discussion as a 
part of his “Conversation Over Contro-
versy” series Saturday. Panelists includ-
ed advocates for an ordinance, a city 
staffer and two people offering views 
from a Christian perspective.

The council chambers was mostly 
calm with an occasional outburst from 
the audience in agreement or disagree-
ment with something a panelist said. 
Many in the audience wore purple 
shirts or sported purple bandannas to 

By Marcia Dunn
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A 
moonstruck nation celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of Apollo 11’s “giant leap” 
by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin at 
parties, races, ball games and concerts 
Saturday, toasting with Tang and gob-
bling MoonPies.

At NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, 
Aldrin showed Vice President Mike 
Pence the launch pad where he flew 
to the moon in 1969. At the same time 
halfway around the 
world, an Ameri-
can and two other 
astronauts blast-
ed into space on 
a Russian rocket. And in Armstrong’s 
hometown of Wapakoneta, Ohio, near-
ly 2,000 runners competed in “Run to 
the Moon” races.

“Apollo 11 is the only event in the 
20th century that stands a chance of 
being widely remembered in the 30th 
century,” the vice president said.

Wapakoneta 10K runner Robert 
Rocco, 54, a retired Air Force officer 
from Centerville, Ohio, called the moon 
landing by Armstrong and Aldrin “per-
haps the most historic event in my life-
time, maybe in anybody’s lifetime.”

At the Museum of Flight in Seattle, 
Gilda Warden sat on a bench and gazed 
in awe at the Apollo 11 command mod-
ule, Columbia, on display. “It’s like en-
tering the Sistine Chapel and seeing the 
ceiling. You want to just sit there and 
take it in,” said Warden, 63, a psychiat-
ric nurse from Tacoma, Washington.

On July 20, 1969, Armstrong and 
Aldrin undocked from Columbia in 
lunar orbit and then descended in the 
lunar module Eagle to the Sea of Tran-
quility. The Eagle landed with just 17 
seconds of fuel to spare. Six hours later, 
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By Amir Vahdat and Aya Batrawy
Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s seizure of 
a British oil tanker was a response to 
Britain’s role in impounding an Iranian 
supertanker first, senior officials said 
Saturday, as newly released video of the 
incident showed Iranian commandos 

in black ski masks and fatigues rap-
pelling from a helicopter onto the vessel 
in the strategic Strait of Hormuz.

The seizure prompted condem-
nation from the U.K. and its Europe-
an allies as they continue to call for a 
de-escalation of tensions in the critical 
waterway.

U.K. Foreign Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt said Britain’s response “will be 
considered but robust.”

In comments on Twitter on Satur-
day, he said he spoke with Iran’s foreign 
minister and expressed extreme disap-
pointment that the Iranian diplomat 
had assured him Iran wanted to de-es-

calate the situation but “they have be-
haved in the opposite way.”

Speaking to reporters later Saturday 
after an emergency government meet-
ing, Hunt said the “totally and utterly 
unacceptable” interception of the Brit-
ish-flagged Stena Impero “raises very 
serious questions about the security of 

British shipping and indeed interna-
tional shipping” in the Strait of Hor-
muz.

The free flow of traffic through the 
Strait of Hormuz is of international 
importance because one-fifth of all 
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