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as Broncos aim 
for first playoff 
berth since 2016
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As the cost of housing contin-
ues to rise, some North Texans 
could be looking to new devel-
opments to ease some of the 
market pressure and contribute 
to lower prices as inventory in-
creases. But data from construc-
tion industry leaders suggests 
prices for new builds likely will 
remain elevated as the industry 

grapples with high material and 
labor costs, which ultimately will 
get passed down to consumers.

Contractor labor shortages 
have hit new highs, with 93% of 
firms reporting they have open 
positions to fill and 91% having 
trouble filling them, according to 
a new report from Autodesk and 
Associated General Contractors 
of America. Construction com-
panies are paying as much as 
45% more for labor and increas-

ing benefits to attract talent, 
compounding already-high con-
struction prices, which hit record 
levels in February. In most cases, 
those excess costs are being 
passed down to developers, who 
in turn pass them off to buyers 
and renters.

The employee deficit has 
contributed to project delays, 
increasing already long project 
lead times caused by material 
shortages and project owner 

hesitancy. Building permits for 
single-family homes declined 
more than 20% in the Dallas area 
in July, with all building permits 
down 23% in Denton from July 
to August. Meanwhile, the home 
price index is up nearly 25% 
year over year for Dallas-Fort 
Worth-Arlington, reflecting a 
longtime association between 
construction and home prices.

“Labor shortages and sup-
ply chain problems are making 

it more expensive and more 
time-consuming to build proj-
ects, undermining demand for 
construction,” Ken Simonson, 
chief economist at AGC, said 
during a webcast about the re-
port last month.

Shortages are impacting com-
panies of all sizes across the U.S. 
and are affecting both union and 
non-union worksites at similar 
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PEN America, a nonprofit that 
champions freedom of expression, 
put its report on school book bans 
in simple, stark terms.

“More books. More districts. More 
states. More students losing access 
to literature,” the organization said 

in a statement that accompanies its 
report on the surge of book chal-
lenges that has swept schools in the 
last year.

The report has troubling findings 
for Texas. Between July 1, 2021, and 
June 30, 2022, Texas public schools 
removed more books from cam-
puses and catalogs than any other 
state. The report, which is based on 

documented book bans reported 
directly to PEN America, shows Tex-
as schools enacting between 750 
and 1,000 bans.

The Texas Education Agency re-
ported that 5.3 million children were 
enrolled in public schools across 
the state in the 2020-21 school 
year.

“Many Americans may conceive 
of challenges to books in schools in 
terms of reactive parents, or those 

Local professors discuss 
challenges of book bans

Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales/DRC
Students gather in the library at Denotn ISD’s Sandbrock Ranch Elementary School, located between Aubrey and Ponder, earlier this school 
year. Texas schoolchildren are using libraries that have had more books removed than any other state in the U.S.
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The Denton City Council’s pub-
lic hearings on Tuesday evening 
included one for the proposed 
2022-23 budget, which will lower 
the property tax rate but increase 
the total tax bill for homeowners 
whose property valuations have 
risen, after the city finally received 
certified value totals from the Den-
ton Central Appraisal District.

The revised proposed budget 
will raise 10.28% more in total prop-
erty tax revenue, or $7,853,242, 
compared to the 2021-22 budget. 
Of that, about $3.24 million is tax 
revenue from new property added 
to the tax rolls this year.

Council member Chris Watts 
pointed out that the 10.28% in-
crease comes from a rollover rate 
that the city hasn’t used in recent 
years.

The revised proposed bud-
get also included a property tax 
rate of $0.56 per $100 valuation, 
a few cents’ decrease from the 
2020 and 2021 rate of $.59 per 
$100 valuation. The tax bill for the 
average Denton home — valued at 
$307,283 — will be $1,723, up from 
$1,558 in 2021.

The City Council will reconvene 
Tuesday, Sept. 27, to vote on ap-
proving the budget.

Only two residents showed up 
for the council’s public hearing on 
the proposed budget.
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Report: More housing unlikely to ease inflated costs
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EDITOR’S NOTE
This week is Banned Books 

Week. As state and local 

school officials contend with 
sustained book challenges 

in their libraries and class-

rooms, we’ve asked local 

students, educators and 

city officials to weigh in on 
freedom and reading.
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Officials 
propose 
more tax 
revenue
Council rezones 
for apartments
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UNT educator: ‘There’s just a joke about 
librarians being freedom fighters’
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