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UNT’s run of six 
straight C-USA 
tournaments ends 
with loss to UAB
>> Sports, 4A
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During Tuesday’s Denton City 
Council meeting, City Manag-
er Sara Hensley held fast to her 
defense for not implementing 
the will of 32,000 residents who 
passed an ordinance to decrim-
inalize misdemeanor marijuana 
offenses in Denton. Her defense is 
that implementing the ordinance 
that voters approved in November 
would violate state law.

“I’ve said it a thousand times 
and I’ll say it again, I do not direct 

the police chief. He gets his oath 
from the state of Texas,” Hensley 
told council members. “I could tell 
him to break the law, but that is not 
what I will do as a professional.

“I will do everything I can to 
look at everything possible and go 
around the corner to make some-
thing work, but I will not sit here 
and tell you that I will violate state 
law. I will not do it.”

Hensley’s refusal comes at a 
time when several cities in Texas 
have implemented the passage 
of similar council- and voter-ap-
proved ordinances on marijuana. In 
Austin, the city has “virtually elimi-
nated” arrests and citations for the 
nonviolent offense that dispropor-
tionately affects minorities after 
implementing a similar ordinance, 
according to Ground Game Texas, 
the grassroots organization behind 
the decriminalization initiatives at 

the request of local residents.
Mike Siegel, general counsel for 

Ground Game Texas, pointed out 
that Austin’s misdemeanor mari-
juana decriminalization ordinance 
has been enforced by the city and 
the Austin Police Department for 
several years without legal chal-
lenge from Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton.

“If Ken Paxton wanted to chal-
lenge marijuana reform, Austin 
would be first on that list,” Siegel 
said.

Siegel said Hensley could be 
violating state and local law by 
refusing to enforce the will of 
the people. As Siegel wrote in a 
November memo to Denton’s 
mayor and City Council: “The Texas 
Constitution and the City Charter 
of Denton guarantee the people 

City manager says she won’t tell 
police chief ‘to break the law’
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Michael R. Williams, the chan-
cellor the University of North Texas 
System, told faculty, staff and 
students in an official statement 
Wednesday afternoon that he has 
paused any new diversity, equity 
and inclusion “policies, programs, 
and trainings” until a full review 
of the system’s hiring policies is 
complete.

“The UNT System is built on a 
people-first, values-based culture 
that fosters an inclusive, welcom-
ing, and safe environment for all,” 
Williams said. “We champion our 
people over programs and prior-
itize investing in talent that lives 
our values, aligns with our shared 
vision, and believes in our greater 
purpose. The UNT System does 
not support discriminatory hiring 
practices, and we will always follow 
state and federal hiring and em-
ployment laws.”

UNT is among the last systems 
in the state to make such a state-
ment, which was prompted by 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s Feb. 6 memo to 
state agencies warning that diver-
sity, equity and inclusion initiatives 
— often known as DEI policies and 
programs — are illegal in hiring.

When Abbott’s memo went out, 
officials from the state’s six uni-
versity systems began announcing 
reviews of their hiring policies.

During a Faculty Senate meeting 
on Wednesday, UNT President Neal 

Smatresk briefed senators on the 
statement 30 minutes before they 
convened.

When asked to answer some 
questions from faculty, he de-
murred, citing the presence of 

media in the session and explain-
ing that “I don’t want to make up 
policy on the fly.”

But Smatresk pointed back at 
Williams’ statement about com-
mitting to the people-first culture.

“I think the chancellor did a 
really good job of threading the 
needle on this,” Smatresk said. “I 
believe that he had, last Monday, 
very productive conversations with 
legislators. I think his position is 

thoughtful.”
Smatresk and UNT Provost 

Michael McPherson told the sen-
ate they don’t see the university 

UNT pauses diversity hiring initiatives
HIGHER EDUCATION

Denton’s marijuana 
ordinance still in 
limbo months after 
voters’ approval

DRC file photo
Denton City Manager Sara Hensley, shown in her office last year, said 
of the voter-approved ordinance to decriminalize misdemeanor 
marijuana offenses: “I will not sit here and tell you that I will violate 
state law. I will not do it.”

Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales/DRC
University of North Texas Provost Michael McPherson speaks during 
a Faculty Senate meeting on Wednesday at the University Union. 
McPherson said that search committees will be able to ask job can-
didates how they would create an inclusive classroom for UNT’s di-
verse student body.

Tylor Perry found calling 
at late cousin’s suggestion

The UNT senior remembers his older 
cousin: “Chad was the first person to 
tell me I could shoot 3s. I was a driver 
and shot a lot of floaters. Ever since 
then, I took off.” >> Sports, 4A

17-year-old wanted in 
murder of Lewisville 
turns himself in
One of the brothers wanted for mur-
der in the Feb. 14 shooting death of a 
shop owner turned himself in to Lew-
isville police Tuesday.  >> Local, 2A
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