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DCPH: 144 more locals test positive for COVID-19/ Local news, 6A

3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

WEDNESDAY: Partly
cloudy and warm.
Low 67, high 86.

THURSDAY: Partly
cloudy, breezy and
warm.
Low 68, high 86.

Argyle rallies to
knock off Krum
in 5-set thriller
Sports, 13A

FRIDAY: Cooler with
a 20% chance of rain.
Low 61, high 73.
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Council asks for safety requirement for plugged wells
Eleven non-annexation
agreements OK’d, with
more expected in future
By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer
paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Denton City Council members have
asked staff to require that developers create 20-foot easements around

plugged gas wells after concerns were
raised about public safety.
“There is no good reason to build
something on top of a well,” council
member Jesse Davis said. “I think we
ought to have some kind of no-build
easement.”
The Texas Railroad Commission,
according to city documents, requires
that wells be plugged no later than a
year after they have been abandoned
or are non-producing. State law allows

municipalities no authority to regulate
plugging.
“Currently the Denton Development Code (DDC) contains minimal
requirements related to plugged gas
wells. Per Subchapter 6, an operator is
required to follow RRC regulations for
plugging and provide the city … copies
of the RRC plugging reports. An operator is required to notify city staff of
their intent to begin plugging activities
at least 24 hours in advance of starting

activities and to provide the GPS location of the well if that information is not
already on file.”
Furthermore, city officials inspect
well-plugging activities and monitor
site remediation.
“Staff researched studies conducted in Texas and was unable to locate
any studies that specifically examined
risks associated with plugged wells in
Texas,” documents show. “In Texas, the
Railroad Commission (has) worked

Early votes still flowing
Denton County
continuing to see
best early voting
turnout ever

to minimize the risks of orphaned or
abandoned well locations through the
statewide Plugging and Abandonment
program, which plugs orphaned or
abandoned wells, and by maintaining a
GIS database of plugged well locations.”
Data provided by the city shows
that 276 gas wells are not plugged in
the city limits, and 38 are plugged.
The discussion Tuesday centered on
See COUNCIL on 11A

Cause for
concern in
COVID-19
numbers
County health director
sees case and hospital
stats trending upward
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By Justin Grass

Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

About 70,000 more Denton
County residents have voted early in
the 2020 election than this time four
years ago, based on numbers from
the first seven days of early voting.
Denton County has continued to
see its best daily turnout in early voting during the first week, save for the
weekend. But even with the smaller turnout Saturday and Sunday,
205,738 ballots had been cast by late
Monday — accounting for 36.4% of
registered voters in the county.
Jeff Woo/DRC
By the seventh day of early voting in 2016, 137,607 registered vot- Voters cast their ballots at the Robson Ranch Clubhouse on Tuesday. With 11 days left of early voting, more
ers had cast a ballot in the county, than one-third of Denton County’s registered voters have already cast their ballots.
according to the Texas Secretary of
vote in, and we’ll see the same the third previous record set in 2016 on the last
State’s Office.
Early voting times and locations / 2A
week when they turn out to get their day of early voting, when 24,983 peoDespite the record turnout, Denton
Guide to local elections in the e-Edition on
DentonRC.com
vote in before the end of early voting.”
County Elections Administrator Frank
ple voted in person.
A total of 35,944 people voted in
Phillips said he thinks turnout will taMonday’s turnout dropped to
first week,” Phillips said. “I think the person Oct. 13, the first day of early 22,934, but the figure is still higher
per off this week.
“I then expect the third week to first few days we had a huge turnout voting. That was the county’s highest
steadily climb and probably exceed the because of those excited to get their single-day turnout. It easily broke the See VOTING on 11A

Denton County Public Health director Matt Richardson spoke on rising
COVID-19 hospitalizations and active
cases, an upcoming change in how the
county works with the
state to report deaths
and the ongoing
progress on a vaccine during Tuesday’s
Commissioners Court
meeting.
County
leaders
met via Zoom for the Matt
second consecutive Richardson
week due to Precinct
3 Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell and
County Judge Andy Eads testing positive for COVID-19. Both were in attendance virtually.
As part of his weekly presentation
on the state of the virus in the county,
Richardson addressed several statistics
See COUNTY on 10A

From tot on Denton stage to starlet
I
n April 1929, the Aces of Collegeland, the
North Texas Stage Band, took a break to
introduce their newly anointed Sweetheart. Tiny 3-year-old Nancy Gates appeared
on stage in a white gown. It may have been
her first onstage appearance, but it wasn’t
her last.
Gates was born in Dallas, but she
grew up in Denton. A 1932 Denton Record-Chronicle article on the Lee School
Easter program reported 6-year-old Nancy
opened the show with a soft-shoe number.
Later that year, Nancy opened and closed
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the Denton Kiddie
Review and performed a Russian
dance solo. The
paper called her a
“child wonder.” Today, a dancer/singer/actor is called a
triple threat.
When Nancy was 7, the North Texas
Stage Band billed her as the “diminutive
star deluxe” when she performed a song and
dance to “Lazy Bones.” In 1935, the 9-year-old

Support local journalism.
Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.
Got a news tip or breaking news to report?
Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,
or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

A photo from
the “WFAAKGKO-WBAP
Combined
Family Album
1941” shows
Nancy Jane
Gates, “a singing sensation
on the air
while still in
her teens.”

performed in A
Kiss for Cinderella alongside
Brenda Marshall
and a Kiwanis
Club Minstrel
Show with Ann
Sheridan. All
three women
were Denton residents who became Hollywood stars.

WFAA file photo

See RAMSAY on 9A

Additional content, including
interactive puzzles and games
and a weekly news recap, can
be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and
digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.
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