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Confusion on the part of govern-
ment officials will cost a Denton Coun-
ty family well north of $15,000 through 

no fault of its own.
Those involved disagree on the spe-

cific causes, but some combination of 
governmental communication lapses, 
policy changes and inequitable applica-
tion of rules seem to be at fault.

Ashley and Jeremiah Chapman 
closed on a plot of land on Sept. 30. The 
land is located in one of many so-called 
“doughnuts” along the outskirts of Den-
ton proper. Those are patches of land 
not within city limits but surrounded 

by land that is.
Nearly five months later, disagree-

ments between the family, the city of 
Denton and Denton County govern-
ment officials mean the Chapmans are 
still months away from even starting 
construction on their home.

The family says the extra costs come 
in the form of additional architect 
fees, increased construction costs and 

3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

SATURDAY: Milder, 

chance of showers. 

Low 49, high 67. 

SUNDAY: Cloudy, 

chance of showers. 

Low 59, high 68. 

MONDAY: Cooler, 

showers possible.  

Low 45, high 55.
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Mean Green top 
Marshall, both at 
home and away
Sports, 14A

A shift in vintage and antique shops on the Square / Business, 8A

COVID-19  
in Denton County

Friday’s new cases Active cases Overall cases Overall deaths Recovered cases Latest updates on 
Page 3A and on 
DentonRC.com526 12,306 63,648 398 50,944

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

While the ice and snow made 
driving conditions in Texas more 
hazardous last week, a Denton po-
lice sergeant said the city got lucky 
in terms of car crashes.

Although there was an increase 
in crashes Feb. 11-19, when the 
roads were slick and icy, there were 
no serious injuries or fatal crashes in 
Denton.

To prepare for the winter weath-
er, Denton police Sgt. Bryan Cose 
said the department had more peo-

ple on duty each day, anticipating 
that the call load would be higher. 
Traffic was heavier during the day 
and petered out as it grew dark. 
Cose likened it to driving conditions 
at night becoming worse as any 
melted snow froze over into ice.

“With power out in people’s 

homes, it was understandable why 
some chose to get out and drive as 
their only source of warmth or may-
be a hot meal,” Cose said. “Ordinari-
ly, we’d highly encourage everyone 
to say off the roadways.”

Drivers slid in storms

Crashes rose when roads were icy in Denton, but no serious injuries or traffic deaths

Jeff Woo/DRC

Patients and staff enter and exit the building at Medical City Denton on Thursday. Denton saw an increase in crashes Feb. 11-19, when 

roads were slick and icy. At Medical City, hospital spokesperson Dana Benton Long said they had an increase in the number of people 

coming into the emergency room with injuries from crashes, falls from slipping on ice, hypothermia and carbon monoxide poisoning.

Family says dispute with 
Denton cost over $15K
With non-annexation 
deal on land, city initially 
said permits not needed

Parents Ashley and 

Jeremiah Chapman 

pose with their chil-

dren, Ryann, left, 

and Ashton on their 

plot of land in unin-

corporated Denton 

County between 

Denton and Argyle. 

The Chapmans 

closed on the prop-

erty on Sept. 30 but 

have been unable 

to start construc-

tion on their home 

due to jurisdiction 

disputes with local 

governments.
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At 4:18 p.m. Friday, Denton Mayor 
Gerard Hudspeth confirmed with the 
other fire stations in the city that newly 
built Station 8 had heard the message 
and was ready to go.

Personnel from every station voiced 
confirmation that they could commu-
nicate with each other through the 

department’s system. Hudspeth spoke 
last to confirm Station 8’s position.

“This is Mayor Hudspeth. I am 
proud to officially open new Fire Sta-
tion 8, located at 3131 Colorado Blvd.,” 
he said. “Please show the status board 
updated with Denton Fire Department 
Fire Station 8 in service with new En-
gine 8 and Medic 8. This station is now 
fully staffed and open to serve the citi-
zens of Denton.”

While construction for Denton Fire 
Station 8 won’t officially conclude for 
another few days, the Fire Department 
held an unofficial opening Friday to 
take possession of the newly built sta-
tion.

The city of Denton’s first fire ap-
paratus in 14 years will soon respond 
to emergencies from its base at 3131 
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Staff Writer
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The city of Denton on Thursday 
filed suit against the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas alleging “unconstitu-
tional use of public funds.”

A judge granted a temporary re-
straining order in favor of the city late 
Thursday, according to a city news re-
lease sent out late Friday afternoon.

The suit is filed in Denton County’s 
16th Judicial District.

The city’s core argument is related 
to the way ERCOT, the entity that over-
sees energy distribution in Texas, paid 
for electricity during the past week’s 
rolling blackouts and winter storm.

It has since been well documented 
that the bulk of the grid’s missing en-
ergy production was due to natural gas 
and oil energy providers that hadn’t 
properly winterized infrastructure.

Other energy providers, such as 
wind-powered generators, also failed 
due to a lack of winterization.

“In an ill-advised attempt to use ‘mar-
ket forces’ to address a scarcity that was 
caused by nature and by poor planning 
... “ the Public Utility Commission and 
ERCOT raised energy prices to unprec-
edented levels, according to legal filings.

Denton 
files suit 
against 
ERCOT

Denton Fire Department’s 
new station ready to serve

Emma Saldivar/For the DRC

Mayor Gerard Hudspeth confirms communication between new Denton 

Fire Station 8 and other fire stations on Friday. The new fire station at 

3131 Colorado Blvd. was declared ready to operate.
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