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Meet the  
DRC’s All-Area 
Baseball Team
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UNT alumni team Bleed 
Green advances to next 
round of TBT in thriller
Bleed Green beat Eberlein Drive 79-
78 to make it to The Basketball Tour-
nament’s next round. >> Sports, 12A

The Watchdog: Phone 
bills are going up

Attention all Texans who use a 
cellphone or landline: Starting with 
September’s phone bill, your bill is 
going up. >> State, 2A

By Brooke Colombo
Staff Writer

bcolombo@dentonrc.com

The number of driving while 
intoxicated arrests in Denton is on 
pace to exceed last year’s record 
total of 937. The Denton Police De-

partment’s traffic unit supervisor 
says everything from increased en-
forcement to more post-pandemic 
partying could be the cause.

From January to June 2022, 
Denton police had 441 DWI arrests. 
For the same period of 2021, there 

were 434. Sgt. Daryn Briggs said 
the difference could have been 
greater, but two of his most-pro-
ductive officers have been in 
training recently.

As to whether the increase 
in cases is due to more people 

offending or more offenders being 
caught, Briggs said it’s a combina-
tion of both.

Briggs spoke of changes to the 
department’s culture and philoso-
phy over the past few years being a 
contributing factor. In 2021, roughly 

70 different Denton police officers 
made at least one DWI arrest.

“We’ve done a lot of training for 
standardized field sobriety test-
ing to get [officers] comfortable,” 

DENTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

By Christian McPhate
Staff Writer

cmcphate@dentonrc.com

In May 2017, Texas Monthly 
reported that the partisans, both 
Republican and Democrat, were 
coming for city and school elec-
tions, which have been traditionally 
nonpartisan in Texas and which 
political reporter R.G. Ratcliffe 
deemed “the final bastion of party 
free elections.”

The Texas Democratic Party and 
some Republicans, according to 
Texas Monthly’s Ratcliffe, sought 
“to make elections in the Lone Star 
State even more partisan. … Even 
if city charters and school district 
laws call for non-partisan elections, 
the parties want to erase that line.”

McKinney conservatives sought 
to make it law during the 2021 
legislative session when their state 
representative introduced a bill 
that would require local candidates 
to identify their parties on the 
ballot.

Based on a review of 2022 cam-
paign filings, the nonpartisan line 
has nearly vanished in Denton after 
the May city election for mayor 
and two council seats. Candidates 
made their party affiliations known 
through the support of Democrat 
and Republican campaign orga-
nizations. They also stressed their 
political leanings in advertising and 
on a progressive platform.

Donations from outside the city 
also poured into several cam-
paigns, in some cases seemingly 
because candidates had run on a 
progressive slate or were friendly 
to developers of luxury commu-
nities. That left at least one critic 
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By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
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cbreeding@dentonrc.com

SANGER — Paul Juarez ducks 
toward an okra plant that seems 
almost impervious to the tri-
ple-digit heat that has beaten 
down on Community Strong Farms 
in Sanger.

Juarez, the executive director of 
First Refuge, has spotted a visi-

tor to the community garden. A 
slender brown rabbit skips around 
a raised bed of plastic milk crates 
full of soil, wood chips, Dyno Dirt 
and recycled campaign signs. Its 
nose twitches in the direction of 
the fresh black dirt four feet above. 
There aren’t any plants growing yet 
in the milk crates.

But there soon will be.
Juarez whips out a pocketknife 

and slashes it across two firm 
stems of the okra plant. He cups a 
firm spear of okra in his palm, then 
throws it, underhanded, toward the 
rabbit.

“See if that gets its attention,” 

Mustard seeds,  
great big dreams
First Refuge’s 
garden already 
yielding crops

Photos by Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales/DRC
Paul Juarez, left, and Matt Basham stand amid mounds incubating pumpkin plants at Community Strong Farms, a community garden started 
by First Refuge and its partner organizations in October. New Life Church, in the distance, is one of the farm’s partners.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

A visitor to Community Strong Farms in Sanger shows some interest 
in the fresh crops and soil in milk crates. 

Filings 
show 
partisan 
dollars 
fuel city 
races
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2022 could bring more DWI arrests
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