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By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Various parks, trails and fields 
across the city of Denton have new 
names thanks to a series of unanimous 
votes by City Council members Tuesday 
evening.

Among the newly named areas is Li-
brada “Lily” Cantú Playground, which 
was previously known as North Lakes 
Park Playground.

Cantú grew up going to that park. 
She died while helping children at a 
nonprofit clinic in Peru when she was 
20 years old.

John Cantú, Lili’s father, addressed 
council members shortly before their 
unanimous vote Tuesday to thank them 
and speak to his daughter’s life and leg-
acy.

He said her life spoke to the inclu-
sivity and diversity inherent in Denton. 
He called her nonjudgmental, sincere 
helpfulness as a gift.

“She went on to cultivate that gift 
she had — that grace that she had — of 
inclusiveness,” he said.

He told council members his daugh-
ter chose to help children with cleft pal-
ates who had been discarded.

“She did it fearlessly, but she did it 
quietly,” John Cantú explained. “She 
wasn’t waving any flags about it.”

Approval of the playground name 
in her honor was the last of two dozen 
names approved by council members 
Tuesday evening.

All names approved Tuesday were 
previously greenlit by the city’s Parks, 
Recreation and Beautification Board.

Among the newly named areas is 

Wolff Park, formerly known as Indus-
trial Street Park, which is named for the 
now-closed Wolff ’s Food Store previ-
ously located at 108 Industrial St.

Some areas, such as the newly mint-
ed Wolff Park, are named for individu-
als with local ties, whereas others were 
named for geographic indicators or 
even a nearby roadway.

Most trails previously didn’t have 
names and were named for the nearest 
major roadway. The exception Tuesday 
evening was the naming of the trail 
near the Denton Dog Park and Denton 
Dog Shelter.

Council members accepted the rec-
ommendation and named that path 
Wildflower Trail.

A property along Mills Road east 
of Ryan High was renamed East Lake 
Park, joining the naming theme pres-

ent with existing North Lakes and 
South Lakes parks.

A West Lake Park name was not 
designated Tuesday, nor were any of the 
derivations of the cardinal directions.

Bonnie Brae Trail, on the other 
hand, earned its name by being situated 
alongside Bonnie Brae Street.

Denia Park Field 1, a softball field 
at 1000 Parvin St., was renamed Tim 
Brewer Field to honor local baseball 
player, All American, coach and Den-
ton High Broncos baseball announcer 
Tim Brewer.

Brewer died in 2016. The nonprofit 
started by his children, the Tim Brewer 
Memorial Fund, submitted his name as 
an option to the city.

Council members agreed to not 
rename the American Legion Senior 
Center and instead renamed several 

rooms at the center.
The mass move was the culmination 

of more than a year of work by city of-
ficials and community members alike 
to replace generic names and assign 
names to previously unofficially named 
city properties.

Gary Packan, director of Denton 
Parks and Recreation, told the Denton 
Record-Chronicle this past summer 
that a naming audit was conducted to 
determine how many names for pub-
lic parks, playgrounds, fields and trails 
were adopted casually by citizens in-
stead of being formally named.

That presented a good opportunity 
to solicit input from locals as to what 
they want some facilities to be named.

MARSHALL REID can be reached 
at 940-566-6862 and via Twitter at @
MarshallKReid.

By Todd J. Gillman
The Dallas Morning News

Sen. Ted Cruz called it likely that Re-
publicans will impeach President Joe 
Biden if they win control of the House 
in November’s elections, citing lax bor-
der policies as the most likely of “multi-
ple” justifications.

“The Democrats weaponized im-
peachment. They used it for partisan 
purposes to go after Trump because they 
disagreed with him,” Cruz said on his 
podcast last week. “The more you weap-
onize it and turn it into a partisan cudgel 
— you know, what’s good for the goose 

is good for the gander.”
The Texas Republi-

can was an outspoken 
defender of President 
Donald Trump during 
his two impeachment 
trials, on allegations 
that he abused his 
office by pressuring 
Ukraine to tarnish 
Biden, and later that he incited the mob 
that invaded the U.S. Capitol hoping to 
overturn the 2020 election.

After echoing Trump’s as-yet un-
proven claims of widespread fraud, 

Cruz led the effort on Jan. 6 to nullify 
millions of votes in states that tipped 
the Electoral College in Biden’s favor.

At the White House, press secretary 
Jen Psaki had a tart response to Cruz’s 
comments at Tuesday’s briefing.

“Our reaction is maybe Senator Cruz 
can work with us on getting something 
done on comprehensive immigration 
reform and putting in place measures 
that will help make sure smart securi-
ty is what we see at the border – taking 
a more humane approach to the bor-
der instead of name-calling, accusa-
tion-calling and making predictions of 

the future,” she said.
Although Cruz lamented in his pod-

cast that Democrats had, in his view, 
lowered the bar for impeachment, he 
offered no qualms about Republicans 
using the same tool against Biden when 
they get the chance.

“There are potentially multiple 
grounds to consider for impeachment,” 
he said. “Probably the most compelling 
is the utter lawlessness of President 
Biden’s refusal to enforce the border 
— his decision to just defy federal im-
migration laws and allow 2 million peo-
ple to come here unimpeded, in direct 

contravention of his obligation under 
Article Two of the Constitution to take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed.

“That’s probably the strongest 
grounds right now for impeachment, 
but there may be others,” he said. “And 
because the Democrats decided this is 
just another tool in the partisan war 
chest, I think there’s a real risk that that 
turnabout will be fair play … whether 
it’s justified or not.”

Cruz made the comments on the 
Dec. 31 installment of “The Verdict,” a 

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Residents who use the city of Den-
ton’s online utility payment system can 
expect changes later this month.

That includes reentering bank in-
formation and passwords, but it also 
means more ways to pay your bills on-
line.

The changes come after City Coun-
cil members voted on Sept. 28, 2021, to 
approve a five-year contract for online 
payments with Invoice Cloud for an 
amount not to exceed $1.5 million.

The contract replaced a previous 
contract with Tele-works in 2013, 
which was acquired by another com-
pany the next year and implemented in 
2017.

Christa Foster, customer service 
manager with the city, said she didn’t 
have an exact date for when changes 
would affect customers, but she said 
the city expects that to happen in the 
last two weeks of January.

“This is for city-billed utilities,” Fos-
ter said.

That includes water and electricity, 
but not natural gas, for instance.

Locals who utilize online utility pay-
ments with the city will need to update 
their passwords, banking information 
and scheduled payments.

Foster, reached by phone Monday, 
said the city has approximately 16,000 
accounts that utilize scheduled pay-
ments with the existing service.

An account can handle utility pay-
ments for multiple people, but multiple 
accounts can be set up to view payments 
for a single residence, so the number is 
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Zechariah Groves, 14, casts his fishing pole, while enjoying the nice weather at South Lakes Park on Tuesday in Denton. Weather in the area is 

expected to be considerably cooler for the rest of the week.

Enjoying the weather

By Karen Brooks Harper
The Texas Tribune

The number of Texans hospitalized 
each day with COVID-19 continued to 
rise over the New Year’s holiday, accord-
ing to state health numbers released 
Monday, as the omicron variant con-
tinues to drive new cases and hospitals 

await desperately needed staffing help 
to respond to new admissions.

As of Monday, more than 7,000 Tex-
ans were hospitalized with COVID-19, 
more than double the number two 
weeks ago but still far below the pan-
demic peak of 14,218 on Jan. 11, 2021.

Health experts — and history — 

warn that the peak of the current surge 
in Texas is likely still ahead, as the high-
ly contagious omicron variant of the vi-
rus rages through the state after Texans 
return from a season of gatherings and 
travel.

Experts say it’s still unclear wheth-
er the current surge will overtake last 

year’s numbers of infections, hospital-
izations or deaths.

Millions of people are now vaccinat-
ed or have natural immunity, and there 
are more treatments available to keep 
people out of hospitals. The omicron 
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Council names playground to honor Lily Cantú


