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Fitness Connection is coming to 
Golden Triangle Mall and will take over 
the current space that houses DSW.

The shoe store’s lease will expire at 
the end of September, and it will be 
moving to a space at Denton Crossing 
West, 1800 S. Loop 288. Then, build-
out of the new gym will begin in the 
55,606-square-foot spot.

“As malls continue to evolve, we 
think it’s going to be a great new addi-
tion to drive traffic and bring a concept 
to the property that we haven’t had be-
fore,” said Matt Ludemann, manager at 
Golden Triangle Mall.

The property, owned by Weitzman, 
a commercial real estate agency head-
quartered in Dallas, has worked in the 
past few years to diversify its offerings 
and improve the experience when 
guests visit. It recently added the Den-

ton Community Theatre as a tenant, 
and has increased the frequency of live 
music performances this summer.

By adding more experience-based 
tenants, Ludemann said he hopes it 
helps boost business for the traditional 
retail tenants, too.

“We’re trying to create more experi-
ences for our shoppers as they come to 
the property, which will hopefully allow 

By Clarice Sibler and Paul J. Weber
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Republican Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott on Thursday raised con-
cern about private firearm sales but 
didn’t commit to crack down on them 
or act on gun control issues following 
a meeting on ways to prevent mass 
shootings such as the El Paso attack 
that killed 22 people.

While lawmakers are feeling pres-
sure to respond quickly to the Aug. 3 
shooting at a Walmart, Abbott signaled 
that Texas would take a long and care-
ful look at gun laws and other safety 
measures before its Legislature next 
meets in 2021.

Scrutinizing private guns sales was 

among a list of ideas Abbott rattled off 
after emerging from a four-hour, closed-
door meeting about the El Paso shooting 

with lawmakers, police 
and representatives 
from Google, Face-
book and Twitter.

He also floated 
the idea of “welfare 
checks” when worries 
are raised about people 
with access to firearms. 

Authorities have said the mother of the 
suspected El Paso gunman, 21-year-old 
Patrick Crusius, had called police weeks 
before the attack to express concern 
about her son buying an “AK” style rifle.

“Right now there is nothing in law 

that would prevent one stranger from 
selling a gun to a terrorist, and obvi-
ously that’s a danger that needs to be 
looked into,” Abbott said.

The El Paso shooting happened 
hours before another gunman in Ohio 
killed nine people in an entertainment 
district. Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, also 
a Republican, responded days later 
with a package of measures that he said 
would prevent mass shootings. But Ab-
bott is taking a slower approach.

The discussions will be closely fol-
lowed by gun-rights supporters, in-
cluding the National Rifle Association, 
which earlier this year praised Abbott 
for expanding gun rights in Texas. 
Some are set to take effect Sept. 1 and 

were passed after more than two doz-
en people were killed in a 2017 Texas 
church shooting and a gunman killing 
10 people at a high school near Hous-
ton last year.

Abbott offered no details about how 
Texas might scrutinize private gun sales 
but expressed worries that it could lead 
to some firearms ending up in the wrong 
hands. Authorities have said Crusius le-
gally purchased the rifle used in the at-
tack but have not said from where.

Executives from Google, Facebook 
and Twitter left the meeting before re-
porters were let back into the room. They 
were invited by Abbott after he called for 
a crackdown on internet sites used by vi-
olent extremists. Authorities believe Cru-

sius posted a racist screed online shortly 
before carrying out the attack.

Abbott said the companies offered 
to provide a training program for both 
users and law enforcement to identify 
those who may pose a danger or deter 
potential attacks.

Gun Owners of America’s Texas 
chapter held a small rally outside the 
Capitol before Abbott’s meeting to pro-
test the possibility of “red flag” laws that 
would allow guns to be removed from 
a person determined to be a danger to 
themselves or others. The group also 
spoke against any “social media moni-
toring” that might result from the dis-

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

LEWISVILLE — DCTA’s new board 
members squirmed a bit during Thurs-
day’s budget talks, including a public 
hearing, as they considered providing 
new service in Coppell and additional 
routes for the homeless in Denton.

Coppell has no transit service and 
asked the Denton County Transpor-
tation Authority for a contract to help 
shuttle workers to their jobs in the 
warehouse district beginning in Oc-
tober. Denton asked DCTA for help 
shuttling people to Our Daily Bread, a 
soup kitchen at St. Andrew Presbyte-
rian Church, from the night shelter at 
Monsignor King Outreach Center be-
ginning in January.

The requests were like one made 
by Lewisville earlier this year to shut-
tle residents to medical appointments 
to neighboring Flower Mound, which 
DCTA approved.

New board member Randall Chris-
man asked whether the agency had a 
way of assessing such requests against 
the agency’s limited resources.

“Good intentions can pave the way 
to trouble,” Chrisman said.

DCTA President Raymond Suarez 
told board members that the agency 
doesn’t always provide service to boost 
its ridership numbers.

“We have a gap in service,” Suarez 
said.

The added service in Denton would 
occur off-peak travel times, staff said. 
Instead of taking two buses back to the 
bus yard midmorning, the buses would 
run two short trips between the Monsi-
gnor King center and Our Daily Bread.

The agency has been working for 
months with consultants at the Texas 
A&M Transportation Institute to build 
a cost model that fairly assesses what 
it costs the agency to provide service. 

MILLIONTH MEAL SERVED
ABOVE: Wayne Brock receives the 1 millionth meal served 

during a celebration event Thursday at Our Daily Bread at 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Denton. The commu-

nity soup kitchen also celebrated its 19th year in opera-

tion. Our Daily Bread is in need of donated items that in-

clude hygiene products, as well as bottled water and food 

items. For more information on items to be donated, call 

940-566-1308. 

LEFT: Volunteers prepare meals for patrons during a cele-

bration event Thursday. Our Daily Bread hosted a Thanks 

A Million! Carnival while serving their millionth meal. 
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