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Vicki Oppenheim, presi-
dent of the Denton Community 
Market and one of its founding 
members, will not serve as pres-
ident for the 2020 season.

Oppenheim told vendors the 
news Monday night and posted 
on her personal Facebook page 
that she was leaving the position. 
She plans to be a part of a tran-
sition to new leadership with the 
board and into 2020 after work-
ing with the market for 10 years.

“I’ve given 10 years, so I’m en-
visioning some new people will 
come along for the next decade 
and I see exciting possibilities 
for myself,” she said by phone 
Tuesday evening. “I still will be 
involved with the market and I’ll 

be helping the 
board with the 
transition into 
2020, but in 
terms of run-
ning the day-to-
day, I must step 
away and do 
other things.”

The news of 
the departure was upsetting for 
some vendors, but others have 
been increasingly dismayed by 
Oppenheim’s leadership and 
concerned about the future of 
the market.

Kimberly Bien, who joined 
the market in 2012 to sell her 
soap line Salted Sanctuary 
Soap and served on the board 
from 2015 until last Novem-
ber, said she resigned from the 
board because of Oppenheim’s 

leadership. Bien said her main 
concerns are financials moving 
forward, as she’s asked several 
times to see specific financial 
statements to no avail.

“There’s never been a trea-
surer ever. She has been the 
director of the market and the 
director of the board, which is 
a conflict, and she’s milking the 
market for all of this money 
because she’s charging for both 
roles,” Bien said.

Not knowing the specific fi-
nancials makes Bien nervous 
about the future of the market, 
too, especially since Oppenheim 
is not stepping down immedi-
ately and hasn’t presented a clear 
timeline of when she will leave.

In Oppenheim’s presentation 
to vendors Monday night, she 
said not securing the city fund-

ing levels signaled it was time 
for her to leave the post.

The Denton City Council rec-
ommended to allocate $50,000 
to the Community Market, in-
stead of the $108,191 it request-
ed to add two full-time staff 
positions. With the recommen-
dations, the market is slated to 
get $8,850 more from the city 
for operations in the upcoming 
season.

Oppenheim said she believes 
she’s been open with vendors 
about financial details, espe-
cially when the vendors voted 
earlier this year to increase their 
own fees they pay the market. 
Before the vote, farmers paid 
$5 a day to table at the market 
and non-farmers paid $15 a day. 
Now, all vendors pay $25 a day.

“We’re in a better state than 

we were a few months ago,” she 
said. “I think it’s very possible 
for the market to continue for 
another 10 years.”

Another vendor who attend-
ed the Monday night meeting 
echoed Bien’s sentiments, and 
said they’re unsure of how the 
market will continue into the 
next season. The vendor didn’t 
want to be quoted on the record 
because the market instituted a 
policy last year that if vendors 
were deemed to be disrespectful 
toward the market or its leader-
ship, they could be terminated 
from the market.

The meeting Monday left 
the vendor with more questions 
about how the financials have 
worked, and like current mar-
ket leadership has lost sight of 
the fact that several vendors rely 

on their booths at the market as 
their full-time employment.

Other vendors praised Op-
penheim and expressed concern 
for how the market will move 
forward without her leadership 
when the position is part-time 
and pays only $30,000 a year 
without insurance.

“We have a lot of dedicated 
people and a lot of volunteers, but 
we need someone to put in the ef-
fort and care that Vicki did,” said 
Bryan Kelly, an artist who has 
had a booth at the market for the 
past three years. “In nonprofits 
there are people who put ungodly 
amount of efforts and hours, and 
you can only have someone like 
that for so long.”

JENNA DUNCAN can be 
reached at 940-566-6889 and 
via Twitter at @jennafduncan.
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HOUSTON — Officials in 
the Houston area were prepar-
ing high-water vehicles and 
staging rescue boats Tuesday as 
Tropical Storm Imelda moved in 
from the Gulf of Mexico, threat-
ening to dump up to 18 inches of 
rain in parts of Southeast Texas 
and southwestern Louisiana 
over the next few days.

The storm, which formed 
Tuesday, made landfall near 
Freeport with maximum sus-
tained winds of 40 mph.

Once making landfall, rem-
nants of Imelda are expected to 
track northward toward North 
Texas, including Denton, by Fri-
day, when there will be an 80% 
chance of showers and storms.

Jeff Lindner, a meteorolo-
gist and director of flood op-
erations for the Harris County 
Flood Control District in Hous-
ton, said the main threat from 
Imelda remained the potential 
for heavy rainfall and flooding.

“We have a few things in 
our favor. The ground is dry. 
It’s been dry for a while here as 
we’ve come through summer,” 
Lindner said. “The initial parts 
of this rainfall will go toward 
saturating the ground.”

Ken Graham, director of the 
National Hurricane Center, said 
the Houston area, along with 
parts of the upper Texas coast 
and East Texas, could get “sig-
nificant rainfall” through Thurs-
day as the storm moves north. 
Imelda’s rain bands were also 
stretching across into Louisiana.

Imelda was the first named 
storm to impact the Houston 
area since Hurricane Harvey, ac-
cording to the National Weather 
Service. Harvey dumped nearly 

50 inches of rain on parts of the 
flood-prone city in August 2017, 
flooding more than 150,000 
homes in the Houston area and 
causing an estimated $125 bil-
lion in damage in Texas.

Lindner says while there is 
the potential for some isolated 
structure flooding in the Hous-
ton area, widespread house 
flooding from Imelda “doesn’t 
look likely at this point.”

But Lindner said that resi-
dents who live in flood prone ar-
eas should still be mindful and 
take some extra precautions.

Some parts of Harris Coun-
ty and neighboring Galveston 
County had already received 
about 4 inches of rain through 
Tuesday afternoon.

The Galveston school dis-
trict announced it was cancel-
ing classes on Wednesday.

In a tweet Tuesday, Hous-
ton Mayor Sylvester Turner 
asked residents to be “alert and 
weather aware.”

Houston preps for heavy 
rain, flooding from Imelda
Storm may dump 
up to 18 inches  
in some areas 
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Argyle High School Principal John Kind holds a Lone Star Cup award with Superinten-
dent Telena Wright. The high school was presented with their 10th total and eighth 
consecutive UIL 4A Lone Star Cup during halftime at a high school football game on 
Friday. The UIL Lone Star Cup is awarded annually to six high schools based on team 
performance in district and state championships. In addition to the trophy, winning 
schools will receive a $1,000 scholarship.
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