
ARTS & COMMUNITY  3D

BUSINESS 1D

CLASSIFIED 2C

COMICS & PUZZLES 4C-5C

DEAR ABBY 4C

OBITUARIES 11A

OPINION 10A

REAL ESTATE 1C

SPORTS 1B

WEATHER 2A

SUNDAY  
IN DENTON

7   8 3 1 9 7  0 0 0 2 1   2
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Support local journalism. 

Call 940-566-6836 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Fifth Houston-area 
death linked to Imelda
State, 5A

ALSO 
INSIDE

Sunday, September 22, 2019  ||  Denton, Texas  ||  Vol. 116, No. 51  ||  DentonRC.com

 LOW  HIGH

 73 92
Warm and humid 
Weather, 2A

26 pages, 4 sections  ||  $2.00

Friends take 
brewing hobby 
to the next level 
Business, 1D

Luck leads local to 
‘Downton Abbey’ 
premiere in U.K. 
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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

While one volunteer held down a 
patriot medallion, another used a bolt 
and hammer to lodge its stake about 6 
inches into the ground next to a World 
War I veteran’s grave.

Volunteers repeated this process 
Saturday until medallions decorated 

the final resting places of 176 WWI vet-
erans at IOOF and Oakwood cemeter-
ies in Denton.

The project is a collaboration be-
tween Denton-based Vietnam Veterans 
of America Chapter 920 and Historic 
Denton, a nonprofit making efforts for 
historic preservation in the city.

Gary Steele, president of VVA Chap-
ter 920, said they started with World 

War I veterans since 2018 marked the 
100-year anniversary of the war’s end.

“There’s about 800 veterans in both 
cemeteries,” Steele said. “Today we’re 
going to celebrate the 100-year [anni-
versary]. Our goal is to do all the veter-

Mz Connie and the 

Hard Drive Band 

perform Saturday 

during the Denton 

Blues Festival at 

Quakertown Park. 

Attendees stayed 

busy with lots of 

music, food and 

family fun on Sat-

urday. The festival 

continues today, 

and admission is 

free. See schedule, 

Page 2A. For more 

photos, visit Den 

tonRC.com
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Belting out the blues

By Lisa Marie Pane and Stefanie Dazio
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — It had all the 
makings of a massacre. Six guns, in-
cluding a Colt AR-15 rifle. About 1,000 
rounds of ammunition. A bulletproof 
vest. And an angry Southern California 
man who threated to kill his co-workers 
at a hotel and its guests.

But a concerned colleague inter-
vened, alerting authorities who arrest-
ed 37-year-old Rodolfo Montoya, a 
cook at the Long Beach Marriott hotel, 
the next day and discovered the arse-
nal where he lived in a rundown motor 
home parked near industrial buildings.

In the weeks after three high-profile 
shootings in three states took the lives 
of more than two dozen people in one 
week in August, law enforcement au-
thorities nationwide reported a spike 
in tips from concerned relatives, friends 
and co-workers about people who ap-
pear bent on carrying out the next mass 
shooting.

Some of those would-be shooters 
sent text messages to friends or posted 
on social media that they hoped to one-
up previous mass shootings by killing 
more people.

By Sophie Moncaleano
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

The Osher Lifelong Learning Insti-
tute, a lifelong learning program that is 
designed by and for adults ages 50 and 
older, has seen a major growth spurt in 
the last few years.

Over the past two years, OLLI has 
tripled its membership and expanded 
to five satellite locations. About 700 
members from 53 cities and towns in 
the North Texas area are currently en-
rolled in OLLI. Because of that, OLLI 
received a $1 million endowment from 
the Bernard Osher Foundation in No-
vember 2018 after exceeding its mem-
bership expectations.

“We met all of the goals,” said Steph-
anie Reinke, director of OLLI. “We 
needed to get to 500 members, but we 
exceeded that. That endowment will al-
low us to ensure that lifelong learning 
is available to this community for many 
years to come.”

OLLI has more than 350 academ-
ic-based classes that are taught each 
year by current and retired professors 
and other area experts.

“Our classes aren’t like a typical col-
lege class that runs 16 weeks; they’re 
just a 90-minute class,” Reinke said. 
“People buy an annual membership 
and then they have access to the classes 
and can take them wherever they want.”

With the support of Neal Smatresk, 
president of the University of North 
Texas, OLLI’s location on campus has 
been moved to its own building space 
with free parking.

New locations for OLLI have been 

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

The launch of the Denton Coun-
ty Transportation Authority’s new 
bus schedule — meant to line up 
with more frequent runs of the 
A-train — has had a fitful run so far.

Text alerts for missed or delayed 
runs pop once a day or more on 
certain routes, far more frequently 
than the summer when such alerts 

popped once a week or so. Transit 
riders at the University of North 
Texas and on Denton’s east side ap-
pear to be the most affected.

Troy Raley, director of bus oper-
ations and maintenance for DCTA 
and its subsidiary, North Texas Mo-
bility Corp., said he expects buses to 
get held up more often at the start of 
a school year, particularly near UNT.

“Most routes [near UNT] saw a 
10-15% dip in on-time performance 

once school began,” Raley wrote in 
an email.

In addition, Route 3, which runs 
along East McKinney Street from 
Ryan High School to the Downtown 
Denton Transit Center, dropped to 
from about 85% on-time to about 
65% on-time after school started.

“Most Connect routes experi-
enced a similar drop,” Raley said, 
adding that the Denton city buses 
that don’t go past a school have few-

er on-time problems.
Paula Richardson, union stew-

ard for the bus drivers, declined to 
answer questions on the drivers’ 
perspective of the schedule changes, 
citing DCTA’s new social media and 
media policy.

“It’s just too strict,” Richardson 
said of the policy.

Earlier this year, the DCTA 

Run, rider, run

DCTA buses coming up short on performance

Jeff Woo/DRC

A rider rushes to board the A-train after getting off a bus Friday at the Downtown Denton Transit Center.

Police see rise in threat 
tips after 3 mass killings

A way to learn more about 
those who served Volunteers place 

medallions on WWI 
veterans’ graves

From left, Air 

Force ROTC cadets 

Ricardo Iniguez, 

Colton Estes and 

Dylan Harris and 

volunteer Keegan 

Van Geem locate 

a veteran’s grave 

so they can place 

a medallion Satur-

day at IOOF Cem-

etery. Volunteers 

placed the mark-

ers on the graves 

of 176 World War 

I veterans graves 

in Denton this 

weekend.
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UNT’s OLLI 
continues 
to expand 
horizons
Institute keeps older 
residents learning 
and on their toes

See DCTA on 8A
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See VETERANS on 8A

See OLLI on 11A


