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Latest redistricting
move splits Precinct 2,
pushes Precinct 3 west

New district lines proposed
By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County’s latest redistricting
proposal includes changes to each commissioner precinct, notably returning
Oak Point and Lakewood Village to
Precinct 1 after the cities’ mayors lobbied against a shift.
The county’s latest proposal was released Thursday, a week after its first
draft was made public. Prior to the redraw, officials received ample feedback
at Tuesday’s Commissioners Court
meeting, in addition to comments

submitted virtually. Among the speakers were the mayors of Oak Point and
Lakewood Village.
The neighboring municipalities
would have moved from Precinct 1 to
Precinct 2 under the former proposal, including them with the county’s
southeast. But Lakewood Village Mayor Mark Vargus and Oak Point Mayor Dena Meek spoke out against the
changes, each giving a pitch to stay put.
Vargus, in particular, spent several minutes and said he was “harassed,
abused and insulted” by Precinct 1’s
former commissioner regarding Lake-

wood Village’s low population. Hugh
Coleman assumed the seat in 2008 and
was ousted in last year’s race by current
commissioner Ryan Williams, who
Vargus said has treated the city better.
“It is trivial [for the county] to leave
us with the only person that didn’t think
we were worthless,” Vargus said. “Please
don’t put us with Dallas and Carrollton.
Don’t make us worthless again.”
Meek said Oak Point is very different from the cities in Precinct 2 and
requested the city stay put as well. The
other speakers at Tuesday’s meeting
brought up concerns of voter represen-

tation, especially in Precinct 2, the most
politically competitive of the four.
A few days after meeting with attorneys in Tuesday’s executive session, officials released an updated map including significant changes to the first. Oak
Point and Lakewood Village ended up
back in Precinct 1 following the mayors’
requests, along with other population
adjustments.
To compensate Precinct 1’s gain, it
loses a voting precinct near south Frisco
to Precinct 2. The latter will gain another near west Carrollton and some land
near the middle of Lake Lewisville. It

would be largely split across the lake
if the revision holds, now representing
a slew of voting precincts on the other
side.
In compensation for Precinct 3’s
lost voters near Carrollton, Precinct 4
will hand it over land west of Flower
Mound, concluding the revised changes for those two.
Denton County Democratic Party
representatives targeted their concerns
mostly at Precinct 2 last week, as current commissioner Ron Marchant won
See REDISTRICTING on 6A

PUC has no
solutions
to energy
problems

Denton teachers lead by example, earn top marks

Texas faces ‘generational’
energy problems that it
doesn’t know how to fix
By Marin Wolf
The Dallas Morning News

in interdisciplinary studies from the
University of North Texas, but she
knew she was destined to be a teacher long before college.
“I’ve always known I was going to
be a teacher,” Braudrick said. “I was
that weird 4-year-old who taught
my stuffed animals. When I was
5 or 6, I was writing out detention

Winter is coming. It’s an unavoidable truth hovering over Austin as the
Texas energy market’s governing bodies
attempt to fix an aching electric grid in
a race against Mother Nature.
February’s winter storm and subsequent electricity crisis, which led to the
deaths of more than 250 people and
knocked out power for nearly 70% of
Texans, served as a wake-up call for a
state that prides itself on its independent, deregulated electricity market.
After months of in-depth discussions with energy experts, market participants and concerned public figures,
a fix still hasn’t been finalized. Texas
Public Utility Commission chair Peter
Lake has presented a first draft — a
“strawman,” of sorts — and he knows
his suggested fixes will almost certainly change before the regulatory agency
signs off on a market redesign blueprint
by the end of the year.
Charged with the task of balancing
impending cold weather and the future
of Texas energy, Lake said he knows one
thing for sure.
“We aren’t going to get a second
chance,” Lake said. “The people and
businesses in Texas deserve and demand that when they turn on the
switch, the lights come on.”
Lake, a 39-year-old Tyler native who
left Texas to pursue degrees at the University of Chicago and Stanford University, was thrust into the debate over
the state grid when Gov. Greg Abbott
appointed him to his current position
in April.

See TEACHER on 6A

See ENERGY on 6A

Jeff Woo/DRC

Anna Braudrick, a teacher at Lester Davis Alternative School, recently won the 2021 Betty Barringer Middle School Teacher of the Year by
the Texas Council of Social Studies. The winners are recognized for excellence in teaching social studies and engaging students. She has
taught at Lester Davis for 23 years.

Honors class

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer
cbreeding@dentonrc.com

The Texas Council of Social Studies named five teachers of the year
for 2021.
Two are working in Denton ISD.
Anna Braudrick, named the 2021
Betty Barringer Middle School Teacher of the Year, teaches at Lester Davis
School, an alternative learning center

for students in the district working
through behavioral infractions.
Morgan Howell, named the 2021
Outstanding High School Teacher
of the Year by the council, teaches at
Braswell High School. Both teachers
said their passion for the profession
brings them to the classroom each
day with a drive to engage all students. Even the students who roll
their eyes at the subject.

Anna Braudrick: ‘None of my
students are bad kids’

Braudrick teaches social studies
to sixth, seventh and eighth graders
at the Lester Davis School, a disciplinary alternative education program for students who temporarily
can’t attend classes on their home
campuses for violating the student
code of conduct.
She earned her education degree

Friends of the Family calls for
donations for Thanksgiving
By Tony Howerton
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Denton County Friends of the Family again will be hosting its annual
Thanksgiving Drive for the area, with
plans to put together and donate meal
kits for 350 families this year.
The nonprofit organization, which
provides support and services to families and people impacted by domestic
violence, sexual assault and rape, has
been active for over 40 years. Friends of
the Family started in 1980 with a single
900-square-foot shelter, two employ-
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ees and a team of 32 volunteers and
has grown to a team of 70 employees
and over 600 yearly volunteers, with
a 4,400-square-foot shelter. The organization has been running the annual
Thanksgiving Drive for over 20 years.
Stephanie Honeycutt, the community resource director for DCFTOF,
notes that this is a particularly difficult
time for clients.
“Maybe they rely on their significant
others for financial support,” Honeycutt
said. “Maybe the abuser took financial
power over their spouse. We want to

help them alleviate the financial burden of having to purchase groceries for
Thanksgiving, and make sure the families are fed.”
The organization also encourages
donors to bring items that can last past
Thanksgiving.
“Our clients are normally already
financially impacted, but they’re even
more severely impacted now because of
the pandemic,” Honeycutt said. “We’re
relying on our amazing community to
See THANKSGIVING on 6A

Support local journalism.
Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.
Got a news tip or breaking news to report?
Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,
or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Paige Bruneman/for the Denton Record-Chronicle

Volunteers work at a Denton County Friends of the Family event in Lewisville in 2019. Friends of the Family offers support services to people
impacted by domestic violence and sexual assault.

Additional content, including
interactive puzzles and games
and a weekly news recap, can
be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and
digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.
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