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Following a unanimous vote of the 
Denton school board, three of the six 
gas wells on Guyer High School’s cam-
pus will be capped.

Existing pipes on the south side of 
the campus will be relocated elsewhere 
on the property where they won’t be be-
low district facilities.

The district has faced criticism in 
the past for the proximity of the wells 
to high school practice fields. While a 
gas well operates close to the location of 

the new Denton High School campus 
along North Bonnie Brae Street, Super-
intendent Jamie Wilson said the site is 
not owned or operated by the school 
district.

He has previously said the well near 
the new Denton High is much farther 
from campus construction than re-
quired by city regulation.

Board members made the decision 
to abandon the wells in front of an 
empty room after nearly two hours in 
closed session on Sept. 10. 

The change comes to accommodate 
a portion of DISD’s 2018 bond pack-

age, which calls for an additional two 
tennis courts, a softball field, additional 
parking and more. In total, $59.9 mil-
lion of the $750.5 million bond is slot-
ted toward improvements to the Guyer 
attendance zone — all schools that feed 
into the namesake high school.

Wilson said the district looked at 
several options to accommodate the 
expansion, including the purchase of 
additional properties toward the south-
ern end of the high school campus. 
Besides, the wells weren’t producing 

Members of St. 

Barnabas Episcopal 

Church consecrated 

the new sanctuary 

on Sunday at 1200 N. 

Elm St. in Denton. The 

consecration began 

with a processional 

and a blessing from 

the Bishop of the 

Episcopal Diocese 

of Dallas, the Rt. 

Rev. George Sumner. 

The new sanctuary 

includes the original 

stained glass win-

dows from the old 

sanctuary and a new 

cross for the altar.

Photos by Kara Dry/DRC

Three gas wells to close near Guyer High
The board voted after nearly 2 hours in closed session Denton ISD has 

faced criticism 

in the past over 

the proximity 

of gas wells 

to the Guyer 

High campus. 

Denton school 

board mem-

bers made the 

decision Sept. 

10 to aban-

don the wells 

after nearly two 

hours in closed 

session.
Kara Dry/DRC

A
s with all the best stories, this 
one starts with a dog.

His name? Samson. What 
kind? A rare white Great Dane.

He lived with his owner, Todd 
Johnson, in a minivan parked in a strip 
mall near a fitness center in Keller. 
Todd, a member of the gym, used the 

facilities to shower before going to 
work.

One early morning, Patti Tavlian 
visited the gym. She saw the dog in 
the van. He looked terrible. He looked 
like he was almost dead, she recalls. 
“He could barely get around. The dog 
needed help.”

When she got home, she posted 
on her neighborhood’s NextDoor.com 
page:

“There is a homeless man that lives 
in his car,” she wrote. “He owns a large, 
white Great Dane who is horrifically 
malnourished and even has trouble 

walking at times... I contacted animal 
control and they said they would send 

someone to check.... The dog is in dire 
need of help.... Thank you neighbors.”

Neighbors would get involved, but 
maybe not the way you’d think. “It 
was like an onion,” said one neighbor, 
Deborah Gatzke, in an interview. “You 
hear the original story, but there’s 
always layers.”

The post blew up
An animal control officer showed 

up and learned the story.
Samson was dying of cancer.
One reason Todd, 47, lived in the 

van was because he spent his money 

on his dog, for expensive dog food, 
medical treatment and day care while 
Todd went to work.

The first layer of the onion was 
peeled away.

“We found out he had cancer,” Patti 
told me. “He wasn’t being mistreated. 
What we found out was that he was 
treated better than most people.”

What happened next? The post on 
NextDoor blew up. Dozens of neigh-
bors took an interest. They began 
organizing to find Todd and Samson 

By Tom Krisher
AP Auto Writer

DETROIT — The United Auto 
Workers union announced Sunday that 
its roughly 49,000 workers at General 
Motors plants in the U.S. would go on 
strike just before midnight because 
contentious talks on a new contract had 
broken down.

About 200 plant-level union lead-
ers voted unanimously in favor of a 
walkout during a meeting Sunday 
morning in Detroit. Union leaders said 
the sides were still far apart on sever-
al major issues and they apparently 
weren’t swayed by a GM offer to make 
new products at or near two of the four 
plants it had been planning to close, 
according to someone briefed on the 
matter.

“We stood up for General Motors 
when they needed us most,” union Vice 
President Terry Dittes said in a state-
ment, referring to union concessions 
that helped GM survive bankruptcy 
protection in 2009. “Now we are stand-
ing together in unity and solidarity for 
our members.”

It’s still possible that bargainers 
could return to the table and hammer 
out an agreement, but union spokes-
man Brian Rothenberg said at a news 
conference that it would be unlikely be-
cause it is hard to believe they could re-
solve so many issues before 11:59 p.m. 
Sunday.

GM on Friday offered to build a new 
all-electric pickup truck at a factory in 
Detroit that is slated to close next year, 
according someone who spoke to The 
Associated Press on the condition of 
anonymity because that person wasn’t 
authorized to disclose details of the ne-
gotiations, which hadn’t been released 
to the public. The automaker also 

Union votes 
for GM strike 
at US plants
About 49,000 United 
Auto Workers plan to 
refuse to work

The encouraging tale of a man and his dog
Pair bring out the 
best in folks who 
don’t look away
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