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By Sophie Moncaleano
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Denton County has the 10th highest 
number of DWI charges out of Tex-

as’ 254 counties, according to a recent 
announcement from the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

Recent statistics from the Denton 
Police Department show that the num-
ber of drinking while intoxicated ar-
rests in Denton this year has increased 
by 87% from the previous year, from 
277 in 2018 to 519 so far in 2019.

Denton Assistant Police Chief Bob-

by Smith says these high numbers of 
arrests are benefiting the Denton com-
munity.

“When you see that No. 10 ranking, 
that’s a good thing,” Smith said. “And it’s 
a direct result of our department’s ini-
tiative towards higher levels of enforce-
ment on DWI. That being said, there is 
still a lot of preventative work that can 
be done.”

This year, from January to Septem-
ber, the number of crashes relating to 
an inebriated driver is down 7% com-
pared to the year before, while crashes 
that resulted in fatalities have gone 
down 60%.

“When Chief [Frank] Dixon came 
on last fall, he definitely wanted to push 
our DWI enforcement up,” Smith said. 
“From a public safety standpoint, you 

have to consider what in your commu-
nity is causing people to lose their lives. 
We have a number of DWI deaths, so 
our mission is to reduce DWI-related 
deaths and injuries.”

In efforts to further reduce these 
numbers, Denton police will be initi-
ating a campaign called “DWI-Free 

By Dana Branham
The Dallas Morning News

The fatal shooting of a 28-year-old 
black woman in her home by a white 
Fort Worth police of-
ficer has drawn swift 
condemnation, calls 
for police accountabil-
ity and mourning for a 
life cut short.

Atatiana Jefferson 
became the sixth per-
son since June who 
has been killed by one 
of the department’s of-
ficers. A seventh person was wounded.

Lt. Brandon O’Neil, a Fort Worth 
police spokesman, said at a brief news 
conference Sunday afternoon that two 
officers had been dispatched to the 
home in the 1200 block of East Allen 
Avenue after a neighbor made a call ear-
ly Saturday to the nonemergency police 
line. They arrived about 2:30 a.m. and 
walked into the backyard.

The officer who shot Jefferson did 
not announce himself as a police officer 
before firing through a bedroom win-
dow, O’Neil said.

That officer will be interviewed 
Monday and another news conference 
will be conducted later that day, he said.

“What the officer observed and why 
he did not announce police will be ad-
dressed as the investigation continues,” 
O’Neil said.

Jefferson’s 8-year-old nephew was 
“inside the room” at the time of the 

By Robert Burns
AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON — The United 
States appears to be heading toward 
a full military withdrawal from Syria 
amid growing chaos, cries of betrayal 
and signs that Turkey’s invasion could 
fuel a broader war.

Defense Secretary Mark Esper said 
Sunday that President Donald Trump 
had directed U.S. troops in northern 
Syria to begin pulling out “as safely 
and quickly as possible.” He did not say 
Trump ordered troops to leave Syria, 
but that seemed like the next step in a 
combat zone growing more unstable by 
the hour.

Esper, interviewed on two TV news 
shows, said the administration was 
considering its options.

“We have American forces likely 
caught between two opposing advanc-

ing armies and it’s a very untenable sit-
uation,” Esper said.

This seemed likely to herald the 
end of a five-year effort to partner with 
Syrian Kurdish and Arab fighters to 
ensure a lasting defeat of the Islamic 
State group. Hundreds of IS supporters 
escaped a holding camp amid clashes 
between invading Turkish-led forces 
and Kurdish fighters, and analysts said 
an IS resurgence seemed more likely, 
just months after Trump declared the 

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Bowling balls crashed constant-
ly across every lane during Sunday 
afternoon’s Special Olympics area 
tournament hosted at University 
Lanes.

Teams from Decatur-based 
Made 2 Thrive, the Cooke County 
Special Olympics and the Pilot Point 
ISD Special Olympics programs ar-
rived to compete.

Paul Hamilton, a Cooke County 
coach and head organizer, said the 
Made 2 Thrive group might head 
toward the state tournament, but 

his group and those from Pilot Point 
don’t go past area tournaments be-
cause of funding constraints.

Dozens of bowlers — decked out 
in one of three matching team shirts 
— filled nearly every table. Laughter, 
jumping, hugs and high-fives were 
frequent. A man in Lane 2 carefully 
placed his ball atop a bowling ramp 
and took a few steps back for a run-
ning start.

He watched stoically as all but 
three pins toppled. He adjusted the 
ramp slightly to the left, dialing in 
his next shot. Another running start, 

Royal treatment

MLB player, volunteers pitch in for Special Olympics bowling tourney
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Johnny Hardy takes a selfie with Kansas City Royals player and Denton High School alumnus Hunter Dozier during the Special Olympics 

Area Bowling Tournament on Sunday.
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US troops directed to  
pull out of northern Syria
Full military withdrawal 
possible amid Turkish 
advances, instability
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In a photo taken from the Turkish side of the border, smoke billows from 

fires on targets in Tel Abyad, Syria, caused by bombardment by Turkish 

forces on Sunday.
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See SHOOTING on 5A

See SYRIA on 5A

Teammates cheer each other on during the Special Olympics Area 

Bowling Tournament on Sunday at University Lanes in Denton.See BOWLING on 3A


