
3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

WEDNESDAY: Hot and 

humid. Low 80, High 

98. 

THURSDAY: Hot and 

sticky, not as breezy. 

Low 79, High 98. 

FRIDAY: Partly cloudy 

and hot. Low 80, High 

96.
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Hamlet named 
C-USA male 
athlete of year
Sports, 16A

Where to catch 
fireworks — or 
celebrate virtually
Denton Time, 18A

Motorist repeatedly drives SUV into sedan / Blotter, 2A

By Brett Vito
Staff Writer
bvito@dentonrc.com

Three more University of North 
Texas student-athletes tested positive 
for active COVID-19 infections during 
a round of testing conducted by the 
school last week.

The three new cases push the total 
number of infections in the UNT ath-
letic department to seven. Four stu-
dent-athletes and three members of 
the school’s staff have tested positive. 
The university acknowledged last week 
that three staff members and one stu-
dent-athlete had tested positive.

Three members of UNT’s football 
team tested positive for coronavirus 
antibodies following the first round of 
testing earlier this month. Antibody 
tests indicate that a person has recov-
ered from an infection or been exposed 

to the virus.
UNT has not publicly released its 

testing figures. A school official provid-
ed them to the Denton Record-Chroni-
cle on Tuesday afternoon.

The university changed its poli-
cies on testing student-athletes for 
COVID-19 nearly two weeks ago as 
cases were spiking around the state and 
in Denton Country.

UNT’s original policy was to test stu-
dent-athletes for COVID-19 antibodies 
upon their return to campus. Athletes 
who tested positive for antibodies or 

showed signs of a COVID-19 infection 
received a nasal swab test that detects 
active infections.

UNT gave each member of its staff 
swab tests upon their return to campus. 
The school is now administering swab 
tests to each member of its staff and all 
student-athletes.

The school administered 104 swab 
tests last week after changing its poli-
cy. UNT tested athletes who arrived on 
campus before the policy change in ad-
dition to athletes who just reported to 
campus.

UNT has now conducted 191 swab 
tests and 78 antibody tests since imple-
menting its return-to-campus plan in 
the first week of June. UNT has tested 
its staff, members of the football team 
and a few members of the women’s bas-
ketball team, a school official said.

UNT shut down its campus in 
March. Schools across the country 
shuttered their athletic programs at the 
same time due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

By Ryan Higgs
Staff Writer
rhiggs@dentonrc.com

As the COVID-19 health crisis con-
tinues to worsen, Denton County com-
missioners on Tuesday sparred over 
whether to institute a countywide face 
mask ordinance, ultimately deciding 
against the public health department’s 
recommendations and citing an inabil-
ity to enforce.

Denton County Public Health Di-
rector Matt Richardson spoke with 
a sense of urgency during the public 
health portion of Tuesday’s meeting, 
saying the COVID-19 crisis is intensify-
ing. In addition to an increasing num-
ber of new coronavirus cases, Richard-
son said both symptoms onset and the 
weekly percent positivity continued to 
trend in the wrong direction.

Later that afternoon, health offi-

cials announced 105 new virus cases in 
Denton County — the second-highest 
one-day increase since 115 cases were 
recorded on Wednesday, June 24.

With COVID-19 hospitalizations 
increasing by roughly 500% in recent 
weeks, Richardson said the time to act 
is now.

“All of these things working togeth-
er are really heightening our concern, 
and due to that concern, we are recom-

mending to the Commissioners Court 
to consider health and safety plans for 
businesses that would require masks,” 
he said. “We know that the economy 
and accounting is very important, but 
we think that it’s important, more than 
ever, to take these [measures].”

According to daily hospital capac-
ities, roughly 53% of all hospital beds 

Health officials push masks

County commissioners reject idea of face-covering ordinance

Fiona Scoggin/For the DRC

Denton County Public Health provides free drive-thru COVID-19 testing Tuesday morning at the University of North Texas’ Union Circle Parking Ga-
rage. To learn more about registering for free testing, visit dentoncounty.com/covid19testing.

By Lucinda Breeding
Features Editor
cbreeding@dentonrc.com

A new report released this month 
by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission shows a steady increase 
in child drownings since 2016, and 
experts are urging parents to be more 
watchful as the COVID-19 pandemic 
keeps more children at home.

Texas is among the top four states 
where the most childhood drownings 
occur.

“Many factors play into that, includ-
ing the size of the state, the access to 
recreational waterways — lakes, coast-
line, pools, etc.,” said Monica Martin, 

the Denton Natatorium’s aquatics pro-
gram manager.

Texas weather also makes it a spot 
where kids are vulnerable to drowning.

“Our state has an extended swim 
season, where the water temperature 
remains comfortable for outdoor activ-
ities compared to many states north of 
Texas,” Martin said.

Denton officials have suspended 
summer swimming lessons due to 
COVID-19, which means hundreds of 
local children might not get to learn be-
ginning swimming skills, such as tread-
ing water, basic swimming strokes and 
breath control. It also means young but 
experienced swimmers will miss out on 

intermediate and advanced swimming 
lessons, which develop swimming 
strokes, competence in and around 
bodies of water, and safety skills.

The combination of canceled swim-
ming lessons, parents working from 
home and children antsy to cool off 
means Denton-area children could be 
more vulnerable to drowning.

“Denton in particular has large 
lakes to the north and south, making 
this community attractive to families,” 
Martin said. “Many homes have private 
pools, as do apartment complexes. We 
also have access to a variety of creeks, 
ponds and other exposed waterways 
within the city.”

Most of those bodies of water don’t 
have a lifeguard on duty, and access to 
them is often not restricted.

But adults shouldn’t confine their 
worries to pools, lakes and creeks.

“Our weather plays a part in the 
risks as well,” Martin said. “Since rain 
can cause temporary flooding, currents 
and movement of underwater obstruc-
tions — think branches, rocks, etc. — all 
of these are considerations to take into 
account when assessing the risk to any-
one around the waterways in our com-
munity, including adults and children.”

The suspension of swimming les-
sons and the closing of local pools 
means parents and grandparents will 

need to step into the swimming coach’s 
shoes — sort of.

“Adults have responsibilities to 
create good habits in, on and around 
water,” Martin said. “These include en-
suring everyone has access to — and 
wears — a U.S. Coast Guard-approved 
life jacket, practices sun safety by wear-
ing sunscreen and taking breaks from 
activities to hydrate and refuel.”

Adults should make sure children 
swim with a buddy and that they aren’t 
near or in the water without supervi-
sion. Adults should take a good look at 
what could cause an injury at a pool, 

Poolside safety counts: Child drownings rise in pandemic

See SAFETY on 13A

UNT reports 3 more coronavirus cases
Total of 7 infections 
confirmed as athletic 
teams continue return

See UNT on 13A

See COUNTY on 15A

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

A hiring freeze, a voluntary sep-
aration program and several other 
cost-cutting measures may have saved 
the jobs for the staff who remain at 
Denton City Hall.

In addition, the City Council agreed to 
suspend utility cutoffs as COVID-19 cas-
es surge in Texas, creating terrible uncer-
tainty for many Denton families. Council 
members did an about-face after learn-
ing that 1,500 families could lose access 
to water and power in the coming days if 
they didn’t hit the pause button on plans 
to get back to normal collection plans.
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 ■ County reports 105 new virus 
cases, second-highest ever.  
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 ■ Black man claims racial bias in 
Denton PD assault investigation. 
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Layoffs, 
utility 
shutoffs 
dodged
Voluntary separation 
helps save jobs at City 
Hall; past-due accounts 
won’t lose power yet
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