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Netflix thriller
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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

The mass of logs and other 
debris in the Elm Fork of the 
Trinity River near U.S. Highway 
380 poses no public hazard or 
danger, according to an assess-
ment by state environmental 
officials.

Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality spokesman 
Brian McGovern said the agen-
cy was made aware of the log-
jam by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers on Sept. 20, one week 
after a story about the massive 
debris field ran in the Denton 
Record-Chronicle.

The collection of logs, brush 
and other flood debris had 
grown so large it could be seen 
from the highway bridge by 
passing motorists. Grass and 
other brush are growing in and 
among the log piles in the river.

TCEQ sent a team to assess 

the area on Oct. 5, McGovern 
said.

“The debris is not causing a 
hazard to a bridge since it is lo-
cated downstream of the near-
est bridge and no issues were 
noted concerning public safety,” 
McGovern said in an email.

The Elm Fork of the Trinity 
River is now a channel between 
two lakes. The area is known 
popularly as the Greenbelt 
and is about 12 miles long. The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
dammed the river to create 

TCEQ: Elm Fork debris poses no danger
State assesses 
debris field in 
waterway A team from the 

Texas Commission 

on Environmental 

Quality assessed the 

logjam in the Elm 

Fork of the Trinity 

River and determined 

it poses no public 

hazard at this time, a 

spokesman said.
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By Jesse Brackeen
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and sev-
eral other local Republican leaders con-
vened Friday night at Robson Ranch 
at the inaugural “Power of the Purse” 
fundraiser for the Texas Strong Repub-
lican Women’s Club.

State Sens. Jane Nelson of Flower 

Mound, and Pat Fallon of Prosper, to-
gether with Patrick, spoke to the crowd 
of more than 100 gathered in the Rob-
son Ranch Clubhouse about the role 
Denton County and Tarrant County 
will play in the 2020 elections.

During his speech, Patrick com-
mented on the state of politics in Texas 
and underscored the importance of the 
upcoming elections for the Republican 
Party. He pointed to his narrow victo-
ry in the 2018 election and said Dem-
ocrats are seeing higher voter turnout. 
Patrick also spoke about the presiden-
tial election and several of the Demo-

cratic candidates, most notably Beto 
O’Rourke, who on Thursday said he is 
in favor of revoking the tax-exempt sta-
tus of religious institutions that oppose 
same-sex marriage.

“This is what we’re facing,” Patrick 
said. “The end of our party, the end of 
our state, the end of our country, and 
quite frankly, total chaos in the world. 
If you take us off the world stage, the 
world is finished.”

Patrick concluded his speech by 
thanking the Texas Strong Republican 

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Industrial Street Pop Festival 
brought a blast from the past to Den-
ton on Saturday with cover bands 
paying tribute to 1960s and ’70s leg-
ends like Janis Joplin and Santana.

The festival, affectionately known 
as Geezerpalooza, is an annual mu-
sic festival in front of Dan’s Silverleaf 
that commemorates the 1969 Tex-
as International Pop Festival — 50 
years ago this year — in Lewisville. 
Cover bands perform music from 
rock groups of decades past.

Sharlene Schlieper of Era was 
one of a handful of people dancing 
close to the stage while others en-
joyed the show from their seats.

“It’s the annual event and I don’t 
like to miss it,” Schlieper said. “I love 
Santana and just had to move. I 
work out all my issues with dancing.”

One of the things that keeps 
Schlieper coming back every year 
is the festival’s vibe — relaxing and 
comfortable, she said. She said it’s 
also a great way to catch up with 
friends, including Dan Mojica, the 

Blast from the past

Street fest brings era of peace and love to 21st century through music

Cindy Roth, who 

was visiting from 

Illinois to see 

her grandkids, 

stretches her 

hands to the sky 

as the Almost 

Brothers — an 

Allman Brothers 

cover band — 

wrapped up their 

last song during 

Geezerpalooza 

Saturday on 

Industrial Street 

in Denton
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By Deb Riechmann
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — There were 
dozens of ears listening to President 
Donald Trump’s 30-minute phone call 
with the leader of Ukraine that is at the 
center of a House impeachment inqui-
ry, and as many eyes 
that saw what he said.

White House staff-
ers, working in the 
secure, soundproof 
Situation Room in 
the West Wing base-
ment, listened in and 
chronicled the conver-
sation. National Secu-
rity Council personnel 
edited a memo written about the call. 
White House lawyers, according to 
a government whistleblower, direct-
ed that the memo be uploaded into a 
highly restricted classified computer 
network. And there were the staffers 
whose keystrokes on a computer made 
that happen.

They represent a universe of people, 
little known outside their vital circle 
of national security officials, who can 
either support or disavow the whis-
tleblower’s account. Their roles could 
well become more public as the im-
peachment investigation unfolds and 
Congress seeks additional witnesses.

Patrick headlines benefit, vows GOP win in 2020
Lt. governor, Nelson, 
others speak at club’s 
event at Robson Ranch

Andi Sheeder (left) 

and her daughter 

Emory meet state 

Sen. Jane Nelson 

and Lt. Gov. Dan 

Patrick during the 

Texas Strong Re-

publican Women’s 

Club “Power of the 

Purse” fundraiser 

on Friday at Robson 

Ranch in Denton.
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The call 
that led 
to it all
Anatomy of the 
30-minutes now 
imperiling the 
Trump presidency

Donald 

Trump
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