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Man arrested 
for pulling gun 
on pedestrians 
Blotter, 2A

By Sophie Moncaleano
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Dozens of men and wom-
en covered head to toe in ink 
walked through the doors of 
the Embassy Suits by Hilton 
Denton Convention Center. The 
sound of buzzing tattoo guns 
filled the room and a sea of col-
ored hair and piercings crowded 

around dark colored booths. 
Many were watching popular 
artists give people their fifth, 
10th or even 50th tattoo.

The city of Denton hosted its 
first Harvest Moon Tattoo Expo 
over the weekend, and saw more 
than 100 artists both local and 
national.

“At least 30 are from out of 

town, which is about 25% of 
our tattoo artists,” said Bethany 
Brockett, tattoo artist at Drift-
wood Studio in Denton, on Fri-
day. “We have about 120 artists 
throughout the weekend.”

Many artists came from all 
over the country to show their 
skill, as well as attract business.

“We wanted to come and 
show off some of our work,” said 
Dalton Derks, tattoo appren-
tice at Dark Mark in Mansfield. 

By Ryan Higgs
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

The University of North Texas foot-
ball team soared to a 45-3 victory over 
the University of Texas at San Antonio 
during their rivalry matchup Saturday 

evening at Apogee Stadium. While the 
heat and humidity staved off most of 
the general public tailgaters prior to 
Saturday’s game, fraternities, sororities 
and student supporters alike arrived in 
droves to support the Mean Green.

Perched along the student tailgate 
section at Apogee Stadium, Greek let-
ters denoting which social groups were 
in attendance on Saturday could be 

UNT’s Greek life and other students alike arrived in droves to encourage the team
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From left, Fiona Scoggin, Alexis Brown and Erika Benitez pose for a photo in front of the Beta Upsilon Chi letters at the tailgate prior to the North 

Texas football game against UTSA on Saturday, at Apogee Stadium.

By Lisa Marie Pane
Associated Press

Democratic presidential can-
didate Beto O’Rourke’s recent 
vow to take away people’s AR-15 
and AK-47 rifles raised one big 
question: How is it possible to 
round up the millions of such 
guns that exist in the United 
States?

The number of AR-15 and 
AK-47s in the U.S. is estimated 

at a staggering 16 million, creat-
ing logistical challenges to take 
them out of circulation. Many 
gun owners are also unwilling 
to turn over the weapons, and if 
the government offered to buy 
them all back at face value, the 
price tag could easily run into 
the billions of dollars.

O’Rourke’s pointed declara-
tion during a recent debate — 
“Hell yes, we’re gonna take your 

AR-15, your AK-47” — stoked 
longstanding fears among gun 
owners that Democrats are less 
interested in safety or finding a 
middle ground, and just want 
to confiscate guns. Even some 
gun-control advocates aren’t so 
sure that confiscating firearms 
will work.

“In some regards, this horse 

B.Y.X. supports 
the Mean Green

In gun buyback talk, how do you 
round up so many weapons?
Our country has an estimated 16 million AR-15 and AK-47s

A first for Little D
Ink from head to toe for the local 
Harvest Moon Tattoo Expo

Artist Lucas 

Eagleton 

works on a 

full-color tat-

too of bur oak 

leaves and 

acorns for 

client Mary 

Cyrus on 

Friday during 

the Harvest 

Moon Tattoo 

Expo at the 

Embassy 

Suites by 

Hilton Denton 

Convention 

Center.
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By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Even for the less involved among us, 
gas well regulations are beginning to 
float back toward the surface of discus-
sion around Denton.

In order to address specific ques-
tions about personal and environmen-
tal safety, the Denton Drilling Aware-
ness Group organized an info session at 
Denton’s North Branch Library Sunday 
afternoon.

Zacariah Hildenbrand, a professor of 
biochemistry at the University of Texas 
at Arlington, was the afternoon’s prima-
ry speaker. Through his research with 
the Collaborative Laboratories for En-
vironmental Analysis and Remediation, 
Hildebrand has taken extensive samples 
and analyzed information about natural 
gas production across the state.

The presentation came just over 
one week after the Denton ISD school 
board decided unanimously to close 
three of the six gas wells on the Guyer 
High School campus, and in the midst 
of City Council reevaluation of gas well 
ordinances.

As of Sunday afternoon, it seemed 
that council members, three of whom 
were present, leaned toward a doubling 
of the current reverse setback require-
ment.

If that were to pass, no new homes 
could be built within 500 feet of a gas 
well’s base. The change would signifi-
cantly impact planned development 
near Hunter and Cole ranches, where 
developers are proposing 15,000 new 
homes near many old gas wells and 
miles of high-pressure, underground 
pipelines.

When asked by a member of the au-
dience whether he would consider 500 
feet a safe distance, given all the data 
he’s gathered and studied, Hildenbrand 
replied simply, “No, no I would not.

“I mean, I think that, at a bare mini-
mum, it’s 1,500 feet, 2,000.”

Sunday afternoon, he cited 11 

Gas wells: 
Science, 
setbacks

See TATTOO on 5A

See TAILGATING on 5A See GAS on 5A

See GUNS on 5A

Fingerprints 

performs at 

the Denton 

Blues Festival 

on Sunday at 

Quakertown 

Park in Denton.

Kara Dry/DRC

Until next year, Blues Fest


