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By Cassandra Pollock,  
Brian Lopez and Uriel J. García
The Texas Tribune

Brandy Thompson’s tradition of 
spending Christmas with family has 
fallen apart this year.

Over the past several days, three of 
Thompson’s family members have test-
ed positive for the virus. Her 77-year-
old mom, who has metastatic breast 
cancer, was the most recent.

“We’ve all gone two years without 
getting COVID and all of a sudden it’s 
exploded,” said Thompson, a retired 
50-year-old who lives near Liberty, out-
side of Houston. “This has kind of put a 
wrench in everything.”

Across the state and country, the 
omicron variant of COVID-19 has up-

ended the holiday season for many, 
with some second-guessing plans with 
loved ones — and others canceling 
them altogether.

After nearly two years of navigating 
life during a pandemic, many Texans 
thought the first holiday season after 
vaccines became widely available would 
be relaxing and filled with friends and 
relatives. But for families like Thomp-
son’s, it has so far included scrambling 
for COVID tests, delaying plans and 
worrying about relatives who have been 
exposed to the virus — or already tested 
positive for it.

Early evidence suggests omicron 
may be milder but spreads faster, com-
pared to the delta variant. Medical ex-
perts expect that people who have been 

fully vaccinated and recently gotten a 
booster shot will still be much better 
protected from serious illness or death. 
Still, medical researchers are trying to 
determine how severe omicron-related 
infections are for unvaccinated individ-
uals or even the less recently vaccinated.

Just days before Christmas, people 
are getting tested before they travel or 
see family. Some haven’t been exposed 
to the virus but are getting tested out of 
precaution, especially with the omicron 
variant rapidly spreading.

While her entire family is fully vac-
cinated, Thompson said a close relative 
was the first in the family to test positive 
for the virus about two weeks ago — but 

Texas endures another COVID Christmas
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Travelers check flight statuses at the Dallas/Fort Worth International 
Airport on Nov. 18. The omicron variant of COVID-19 has upended the 
holiday season for many.

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

Dorothy Adkins’ family and friends 
can name countless qualities while 
reminiscing over her century-long life, 
be it her dedication to church, invest-
ment in equality or her passion for 
teaching and learning alike. But all of 
them come down to one constant: lov-
ing everybody.

Adkins, who died Dec. 16 at her 
home at Good Samaritan Society Den-
ton Village, was six days away from 
turning 102. She was born in Lubbock 
and moved around often, teaching 

school in both Texas and Colorado 
during World War II — completing a 
master’s degree on top of it. She mar-
ried Roscoe Adkins in 1946, and the 
two ended up raising their five children 
in Denton.

In Denton, Adkins would become 
a staple of the community. She spent 
years as a Denton ISD teacher and 
school board member, and was an in-
augural member of the well-chronicled 
Denton Women’s Interracial Fellow-
ship in the 1960s. Perhaps her biggest 
recognition came in 2014, when DISD 
opened a school named in her honor: 
Dorothy P. Adkins Elementary School.

Rosca Toulouse, one of Adkins’ 
daughters, recalled a “well-run” house-
hold while growing up with her mother. 
Adkins’ father was a Presbyterian min-
ister, whose values seemed to rub off on 
her.

“We went to church — that was a 
big, big thing,” Toulouse said. “It didn’t 
matter what you did. Even if you were 
a teenager out late on Saturday night, 
you went to church.”

Also of critical importance to Ad-
kins, Toulouse said, was educating her 
children on the integration of Black 

Dorothy Adkins remembered as 
leader on education, equality
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Dorothy Adkins, a retired educator and former school board member, is 
shown in 2019 before turning 100. Adkins Elementary School, named in 
her honor, opened in 2014 in the Lantana area near Double Oak and Cop-
per Canyon. Adkins died on Dec. 16, six days before her 102nd birthday.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A few changes have come to the 
northbound Interstate 35 and Uni-
versity Drive intersection over the 
last few months, and the final com-
pletion date is set for February 2022.

The new entrance ramp to get 

onto the highway at U.S. Highway 
380 opened Wednesday morning, 
ahead of schedule. The new en-
trance ramp is now closer to the 
U.S. 380 intersection. The previous 
entrance ramp at Oak Street closed 
permanently in September and was 
turned into an exit to give motorists 
more space on the frontage road.

“The new ramp did open this 
morning so those are ahead of 
schedule,” Tony Hartzel, a Texas De-
partment of Transportation spokes-
person, said Wednesday. “We were 
looking at doing those early next 
year, but the contractor got those 
done early. It was an important proj-
ect to get done as quickly as possible. 

We’re happy to open it early.”
For the interim solution, TxDOT 

and city of Denton representatives 
met to discuss options in early 2021 
and found that switching the former 
exit and entrance ramps on I-35 
was the best solution to alleviate 

Smooth sailing

New entrance ramp open at I-35 and U.S. 380 intersection
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Motorists take the on-ramp near Interstate 35 at U.S. Highway 380 on Wednesday. The new entrance ramp opened Wednesday morning, 
ahead of schedule. Completion of all scheduled changes at the intersection is expected in February.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Two unknown men stole 64 fire-
arms from a pawn shop in Denton last 
week, and investigating agencies are 
offering a $10,000 reward for informa-
tion that would lead to their arrest.

On Dec. 15, the Denton Police De-
partment responded to a burglary at 
All State Pawn, 1116 S. Woodrow Lane, 
around 12 p.m. Earlier that morning, 
two men entered the building by de-
stroying multiple layers of the exterior, 
took the guns and fled in a white Ford 
Fusion.

The Dallas division of the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives first posted about the reward 
Tuesday.

“Recovering these firearms quickly 
before additional crimes are committed 
remains a top priority for ATF. We are 
asking the public to please let author-
ities know if you recognize these indi-
viduals,” said ATF Dallas Special Agent 
in Charge Jeffrey C Boshek II.

Asked why Denton police didn’t 
notify the public sooner about the sto-
len firearms, a spokesperson said they 
wanted to wait to release information 
alongside the Dallas ATF since they’re 
working together.

A call to the Dallas ATF wasn’t re-
turned by Wednesday afternoon. 

The Police Department, Dallas ATF 
and National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation are offering a $10,000 reward 
for information leading to the men’s 
identifications and/or arrests. An initial 
report with the Denton Police Depart-
ment didn’t include a breakdown of 
what kind of firearms were stolen.

Surveillance footage of the burglary 
shows one of the men began to gath-
er the firearms inside the store, which 
were stored in the back of the building, 

64 firearms 
stolen from 
local shop
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