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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Conflicting accounts about personal 
protective equipment have surrounded 
the COVID-19 outbreak at the Denton 
State Supported Living Center — with 
some staff expressing continuing con-
cerns about their personal safety.

The Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission says the center is 
following proper guidelines with equip-
ment, social distancing and limiting 
access between the center’s homes, but 
some staffers say they lack equipment 

and are being required to work in homes 
that have been exposed to coronavirus.

Staff at the center first expressed con-
cern about a coronavirus outbreak in the 
facility before the first confirmed case in 
Denton County was announced. That 
concern grew stronger when, on March 
19, an email was sent out informing staff 
that a resident who was hospitalized was 
being tested for the virus.

The outbreak at the living center, 
confirmed by Denton County Public 
Health as community transmission, put 
443 residents and 1,478 employees at 
risk and worried officials about possibly 

overwhelming Denton County’s medi-
cal resources. The residents are people 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities — a group that is at risk for 
more serious cases of COVID-19, ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Staff at the living center have ex-
pressed to Denton Record-Chronicle 
reporters since mid-March their con-
cerns that the center wasn’t — and still 
isn’t — well equipped to handle the 
outbreak. Those staffers all requested 
anonymity for fear of retaliation.

Among the concerns shared were 
worries about a lack of personal pro-
tective equipment and fears that the 
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Smooth rides after construction

By Tom Steele
The Dallas Morning News

Long before Netflix made Joe Exotic 
a household name as the Tiger King, he 
was Joe Schreibvogel the Arlington pet 
store owner.

Now known by his married name, 
Joseph Maldonado-Passage, the 
57-year-old former owner of an Okla-
homa exotic-animal park is in federal 
custody, serving a 22-year sentence 
after he was convicted in January of 
violating the Endangered Species Act, 

falsifying wildlife records and scheming 
to have a hit man kill a rival who owns a 
big-cat sanctuary in Florida.

He has become an immediate sen-
sation as people who are stuck at home 
through the coronavirus crisis have 
flocked to the weird, wild Netflix docu-
mentary series Tiger King.

But the infamous man with an equally 
famous mullet had a long history in North 
Texas before he owned his first tiger.

Small-town police chief
In 1982, at age 19, Schreibvogel 

graduated from Pilot Point High School 
and was named police chief of Eastvale, 
a small Denton County town that con-
solidated with The Colony in 1987.

The town of about 700 people, on the 

east shore of Lewisville Lake, had finan-
cial troubles and declared itself blighted 
in 1984 so it could try to get state or fed-
eral aid. The water system was unreliable, 
the roads were undriveable and the sew-
age situation was unbearable.

In a letter, Schreibvogel wrote that 
failing police equipment was only one 
reason officers were struggling.

“Items that are attached to vehicles 
keep falling off, and they have either been 
replaced or repaired,” he said. “And we are 
unable to tell if we have an intoxicated 
driver because citizens have to drive on 
the wrong side of the road half the time 
so they can miss the large holes.”

He left law enforcement the 

From Pilot Point High to ‘Tiger King’
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Joe Maldonado-Passage — then known as Joe Schreibvogel — said Ar-

lington city officials in 1997 were targeting him because of his sexuality 

when they told him the flags outside his pet store weren’t allowed.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Denton County health officials an-
nounced Friday the sixth fatality result-
ing from complications of COVID-19, 
the novel coronavirus.

A female in her 70s from Lewisville 
was previously reported among Denton 
County’s hospitalized cases, and as one 
of local transmission. Her case was the 
first publicly identified as emanating 
from a nursing home, although officials 
did not name the facility.

As with the five other Denton 
County residents who have died from 
COVID-19, county health officials pro-
vided no other identifying information.

County officials also confirmed an 
additional 19 cases Friday afternoon, 
increasing the countywide total to 
273 since public health officials began 
tracking the pandemic last month.

Denton County is listed among the 
nation’s hot spots for the virus, according 
to a University of Chicago study of report-
ed rates of infection across the U.S.

Researchers analyzed county-level 
data to calculate the number of report-
ed infections per 1,000 and per 10,000 
people.

Only Harris (1,106 cases as of Fri-
day), Dallas (921), Tarrant (383) and 

Denton 
County 
faces 6th 
virus death
Officials confirm 19 
new cases in county, 
for total of 273 so far

By Eric Tucker, Zeke Miller  
and Mike Schneider
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump announced new federal 
guidelines Friday recommending that 
Americans wear face coverings when 
in public to help fight the spread of the 
new coronavirus. The president imme-
diately said he had no intention of fol-
lowing the advice himself, saying, “I’m 
choosing not to do it.”

The new guidance from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention en-
courages people, especially in areas hit 
hard by the spread of the coronavirus, to 
use rudimentary coverings like T-shirts, 
bandannas and non-medical masks to 
cover their faces while outdoors.

The president exempted himself 
from his administration’s own guide-
lines, saying he could not envision him-
self covering his face while sitting in the 
Oval Office greeting world leaders.

“It’s a recommendation, they recom-
mend it,” Trump said. “I just don’t want 
to wear one myself.”

The new guidance, announced at a 
time when states are bracing for critical 
shortfalls like those that other parts of 
the world have experienced, raises con-
cern that it could cause a sudden run 
on masks if Americans turn to private 
industry to meet the expected surge in 
demand.

Trump and other administration 

officials sought to minimize any bur-
den by stressing the recommendations 
did not amount to requirements and 
a variety of homemade coverings were 
perfectly acceptable. Federal officials 
stressed that surgical masks and N95 
respirators should be left for those on 
the front lines of fighting the spread of 
the infection.

Friday’s announcement capped an 

Masks preferred, Trump won’t wear one

Conflicting accounts from DSSLC
Center officials express confidence about  
anti-virus protections, while staff share fears

A photo from last 

week shows two 

of the four ambu-

lances stationed 

at the Denton 

State Supported 

Living Center by 

state emergency 

managers. EMTs 

are stationed at 

the center to help 

treat residents 

on-site and trans-

port residents to 

hospitals in the 

region.
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Joe Exotic, as seen in 
Netflix’s hit series, has 
Denton County roots
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