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While the end of a semester marks 
the start of winter break for most col-
lege students, it also signals the begin-
ning of the rest of their lives for many 
others — graduation.

Eagles usually fly alone, but on 
graduation days Friday and Saturday, 
University of North Texas grads took 
off together as they said goodbye to an-
other chapter in their life. More than 
3,500 students were expected to walk 
the stage during ceremonies Friday and 
Saturday at UNT’s Coliseum and Mur-
chison Performing Arts Center.

Loved ones scanned the rows and 
rows of seats for empty chairs. Mean-

while, their grads were waiting in the 
tunnels making sure they looked their 
best while they waited for their cue.

Emotions run high during gradu-
ations for loved ones and grads alike. 
Nora Mejia of Plano choked up and 
teared up as she spoke of how proud 
she is of her son, Alberto Josue Mejia, 
for graduating. She spoke with a hand 
on her heart.

“It’s pretty exciting and I’m so proud 
of him,” Nora Mejia said, bouncing 
back between English and Spanish. “All 
the sacrifices he’s made, he’s conquered 
and is graduating today. The whole 
family is proud.”

Icis Burgos had another thing to 
celebrate Saturday along with graduat-
ing — getting engaged. Her now-fiance 
proposed to her right before the gradu-
ation ceremony ended in front of thou-
sands of people in the Coliseum.

Marlon Craddock said he had been 
planning this proposal for about two 
months.

“First I wasn’t sure it would come to-
gether, but I prayed about it,” Craddock 
said.

Burgos was the last student to walk 
the stage and head back to her seat. She 
said someone pulled her aside and told 
her she’d won a raffle to be the last per-
son to walk the stage, so she went along 

By Donna Stokes
Denton County magazine

AUBREY — What’s the best part of 
living or working in Aubrey? No matter 
who you ask, the answer is the same: 
“It’s the people, by far,” says Library Di-
rector Kathy Ramsey.

“I think there’s this pocket of really 
good people, a little bubble in this part of 

the county that’s just great, great people,” 
she says. “They really want good things 
for themselves and their neighbors.”

This growing city — about 12 miles 
northeast of Denton at the junction of 
U.S. Highway 377 and FM428 — al-
ready extends its support and services 
well beyond its official borders. But its 
many caretakers are more than up for 
the challenge.

A big heart
“Aubrey is a dynamic small town 

By Alan Fram
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — This coming 
week’s virtually certain House im-
peachment of President Donald Trump 
will underscore how Democrats and 
Republicans have morphed into fierce-
ly divided camps since lawmakers im-
peached President Bill Clinton.

Twenty-one years ago this Thursday, 
a Republican-led House approved two 
impeachment articles against Dem-
ocrat Clinton. While that battle was 

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer
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Some died from suicide. Others 
had heart attacks or strokes. Families 
have disputed that jail health staff did 
enough to keep their loved ones alive. 
For the people who die while incarcer-
ated, this record-keeping is about add-
ing transparency to a segment of our 
community that is not well understood 
or thought about.

In close quarters, convicted and 
the accused live under the supervision 
and care of corrections officers and jail 
health staff. The Denton County Jail is 
required to investigate the circumstanc-
es of each person’s death while in custo-
dy. What do local and state authorities 
say happened in each of these cases?

The Denton Record-Chronicle used 
documents from the Denton County 
Sheriff ’s Office and the Texas Attorney 
General’s Office to compile this data-
base, which will continue to be updated.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

PILOT POINT — Truths told 
only as whispers were spoken aloud 
Saturday morning as people gath-
ered to remember the victims of ra-
cial terrorism and the scars Denton 
County holds from that legacy.

Volunteers with the Denton 

County Community Remembrance 
Project organized a soil collection 
ceremony that opened the doors to 
the truth-telling, which tumbled out 
in personal recollections, prayers, 
poetry and song.

The Rev. John White, a longtime 
resident of Pilot Point, helped scoop 
the first soil collected at the bottoms 
of the Trinity River’s Elm Fork Sat-

urday morning before the full public 
gathering began.

The location, near the old iron 
bridge on the Greenbelt Corridor, 
represented people hung from Den-
ton County bridges and elsewhere. 
More than a dozen lynchings have 
been documented in Denton Coun-
ty from 1860 to 1922. Historians 
believe other lynchings and many 

more incidents of racial terror and 
violence went undocumented for a 
much longer period.

Volunteers formed a circle and 
held hands as White remembered 
his grandmother’s story about dark 
times in the early 1920s.

“They were going back to 

Time for truth

County soil ceremony speaks aloud what before was only whispered

Jeff Woo/DRC

Event leader Shaun Treat digs for and collects soil near the old calaboose (a one-room jail building) in downtown Pilot Point Saturday. 

Volunteers with the Denton County Community Remembrance Project collected soil at three locations to represent the many lynchings 

that occurred in Denton County. The layers of soil will be placed in three jars, one for permanent display at the Legacy Museum in Mont-

gomery, Alabama, and the others locally.

‘It’s the people’
Small but growing 
Aubrey serves those 
well beyond its borders
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UNT community celebrates graduation, proposal

Zaira Perez/DRC

Marlon Craddock proposes to Icis Burgos during a graduation ceremony 

at the University of North Texas Coliseum on Saturday.
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