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hit parked car
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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

A Tarrant County man accused 
of video-chatting when his vehicle 
crashed into another on Dec. 24, 2014, 
killing one and injuring three others in 
Denton, has pleaded guilty to a felony 
manslaughter charge in the case.

Garrett Wilhelm was 20 years old at 
the time of the wreck. The long-stand-
ing criminal case came to an end late 
Wednesday, less than two weeks be-

fore it was expected 
to go before a Denton 
County jury.

Wilhelm’s attorney, 
Ricky Perritt, called 
the plea deal a fair out-
come, given the con-
sequences Wilhelm 
otherwise faced for 
his role in the death of 
5-year-old Moriah Modisette.

“He’s taken responsibility for it,” Per-
ritt said.

The afternoon of 
the wreck, state troop-
ers had pulled over 
a motorist near mile 
marker 81 just south of 
Denton. Moriah’s fa-
ther, James Modisette, 
had brought the fam-
ily’s Toyota Camry to 
a stop in the left lane. 

Bethany, Moriah’s mother, sat in the 

By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer
jduncan@dentonrc.com

DALLAS — When students protest-
ed in November demanding action to 
better support students of color, Uni-
versity of North Texas President Neal 
Smatresk said he learned the school 
could do better.

The protests in November at the 
last Board of Regents meeting occurred 
days after a white UNT System employ-
ee used a racial slur during a free speech 
event on campus. It also came with clear 
demands from students, with more than 
150 sitting in on the meeting.

“The event that occurred that 
prompted the demonstration was just 
a trigger, it wasn’t the reason they were 
there,” Smatresk said. “The reason was 
they had long-standing feelings of be-
ing marginalized at times, not being re-
spected, not feeling like they had equal 
access, and the more I understood we 
had to make changes.”

During Thursday’s regular Board of 
Regents meeting at UNT Dallas, Sma-
tresk, Chancellor Lesa Roe and the oth-
er school presidents (UNT Dallas, UNT 
Health Science Center) all addressed 
what diversity and inclusion efforts 
were underway at the system and the 
campuses.

Smatresk’s presentation was just 
one slide highlighting new efforts while 
speaking about how the event and pro-
tests impacted his thinking about cam-
pus culture.

He also highlighted ongoing efforts: 
Faculty aren’t eligible for merit raises if 
they haven’t completed diversity train-
ing and all vice presidents are creating 
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Tioga resident Joe Vaughn purchases and packs a rose arrangement for his girlfriend for Valentine’s Day Thursday at the Kroger Denton 

Crossing store.

Love blooms for Valentine’s

Driver in 2014 Facetime 
wreck accepts plea deal
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Police said Garrett Wilhelm of Gainesville was on his way to visit his par-

ents in Keller when he rear-ended a family of four along Interstate 35W 

on Dec. 24, 2014, in Denton, killing 5-year-old Moriah Modisette. Wilhelm 

has pleaded guilty on a manslaughter charge.
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By Matthew Daly
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Senate ap-
proved a bipartisan measure Thursday 
aimed at limiting President Donald 
Trump’s authority to launch military 
operations against Iran, with eight 
Republicans joining Democrats in a 
post-impeachment bid to constrain the 
White House. Both Texas senators vot-
ed against the measure.

The rebuke was the Senate’s first 
major vote since acquitting Trump 
on impeachment charges last week. 

Trump is expected to veto the resolu-
tion if it reaches his desk, warning that 
if his “hands were tied, Iran would have 
a field day.’”

The measure, authored by Sen. Tim 
Kaine, D-Va., says Trump must win ap-
proval from Congress before engaging 
in further military action against Iran. 
Kaine and other supporters said the 
resolution, which passed 55-45, was 
not about Trump or even the presi-
dency, but instead was an important 
reassertion of congressional power to 
declare war.

While Trump and other presidents 
“must always have the ability to defend 
the United States from imminent at-
tack, the executive power to initiate war 
stops there,’’ Kaine said. “An offensive 
war requires a congressional debate 
and vote.’’

The Senate vote continues a pat-
tern in which Republican senators 
have shown a willingness to challenge 
Trump on foreign policy, a sharp de-
parture from their strong support 
during impeachment and on domestic 
matters. Congress moved to impose re-

strictions on U.S. involvement with the 
Saudi-led war in Yemen last year after 
U.S.-based journalist Jamal Khashog-
gi was killed in a gruesome murder at 
Saudi Arabia’s consulate in Turkey.

The bipartisan vote was a rare ex-
ertion of authority from Congress, the 
first since passage of the Act of 1973. 
And Trump promptly vetoed it.

The Democratic-controlled House 
passed a separate, nonbinding reso-
lution on Iran last month. The House 
could take up the Senate resolution lat-
er this month, House leaders said. Two-

thirds votes in the House and GOP-run 
Senate would be needed to override an 
expected Trump veto of the resolution.

Answering a claim by some of Trump’s 
supporters and Trump himself that the 
measure would send a signal of weakness 
to Iran and other potential adversaries, 
Kaine said the opposite was true.

“When we stand up for the rule of 
law ... and say ‘This decision is funda-
mental, and we have rules that we are 
going to follow so we can make a good 

Senate moves to limit Trump on military force

By Dana Branham
The Dallas Morning News

Another case of the new coronavirus 
has been confirmed in a U.S. evacuee 
from China, this one in a person who is 
under quarantine in Texas.

Health officials announced the 15th 
confirmed U.S. case Thursday, which is 
the first confirmed case of coronavirus 
in Texas. The infection was confirmed 
through a lab test Wednesday night.

The patient, who had been flown to 
Lackland Air Force Base in San Anto-
nio, is in isolation at a hospital and was 
reported to be in stable condition. The 

patient had returned to the U.S. on a 
state department-chartered flight Feb. 
7, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said.

“There may be additional cases we 
identify. I do want to prepare you for 
that,” said Dr. Jennifer McQuiston, 
deputy director of the CDC’s division 
of high consequence pathogens and 
pathology.

The risk for people in San Antonio 
and the state is still low because the per-

son has been in quarantine, the Depart-
ment of State Health Services said.

Two earlier U.S. cases were found 
among evacuees who were flown last 
week from the Chinese city of Wuhan to 
Marine Corps Air Station Miramar in 
Southern California. The latest of those 
cases was reported Wednesday night.

Hundreds of people, including U.S. 
State Department employees and their 
families, have arrived at military bas-
es in Texas, California and Nebraska 
aboard chartered flights from Wuhan, 
a city of 11 million that is at the center of 
the outbreak.

The new virus, which is known as 
COVID-19 and was first reported late 
last year, can cause fever, coughing, 
wheezing and pneumonia. Health offi-
cials think it spreads mainly from drop-
lets when an infected person coughs or 
sneezes, similar to how the flu spreads. 
Similar to Middle East respiratory 
syndrome and severe acute respirato-
ry syndrome, both known strains of 
coronavirus, health officials believe this 
strain of the virus originated in animals 
and then infected people.

Coronavirus case confirmed in Texas
Virus cases surge after China  

revises way count is tallied / 4A

See VIRUS on 7A

Improving 
diversity, 
inclusion 
for UNT
After student protests, 
regents reflect on efforts 
underway across system

See WAR POWERS on 7A

See FACETIME on 7A

See UNT on 7A


