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By Lizzy Spangler
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Dozens of family and friends mourn-
ed the death of 2-year-old Sarbesh Gu-
rung on Tuesday during a viewing ser-
vice and burial.

During the viewing service at Bill De-
Berry Funeral Directors, a variety of flow-
ers were laid on his casket while people 
cried and hugged each other. Sarbesh’s 
mother, Sunita Gurung, audibly sobbed 
during the entire service, getting louder 
when being helped up to see his casket. 

When she reached the 
casket, she collapsed 
and continued to cry.

Hundreds of peo-
ple showed up to help 
search for Sarbesh on 
July 2, before he was 
found dead the next 
morning in a car near 

where he lived. A vigil was held for him 
last Wednesday night in the parking lot 
where he was found.

Denton Police Chief Frank Dix-

on said during a press conference last 
Wednesday morning that he could not 
say definitively if the vehicle Sarbesh 
was found in was searched during the 
July 2 efforts.

“Can we conclusively say that 
someone went and checked every 
door handle of every vehicle out 
there?” Dixon said. “Obviously, we 
can’t say that.”

The investigation into Sarbesh’s 

Tearful services held for Sarbesh Gurung
Dozens gath-
er to mourn 
the death 
of Sarbesh 
Gurung at 
Roselawn Me-
morial Park 
on Tuesday in 
Denton. 
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By Lizzy Spangler
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Through an initiative started in 
June 2018, Texas Health Presbyteri-
an Hospital Denton used 46% fewer 
opioid doses in the emergency room 
and wrote 54% fewer prescriptions for 
home use, according to a press release.

For Medical City Denton, Medical 
City Healthcare’s chief medical officer 
Miguel S. Benet said in a written state-
ment that they’ve seen “reduced utili-
zation of opioids in our emergency de-
partments (ED) and operating rooms 
because of these ‘alternative to opioids’ 
programs (ALTO and ESR).” ALTO re-
fers to Alternatives to Opiates program 
and ESR refers to Enhanced Surgical 
Recovery.

“The drop in the ED has been 
around 21% for the Medical City hos-
pitals in North Texas,” Benet said in his 
statement.

In 2017, Texas health providers 
wrote 53.1 opioid prescriptions for ev-
ery 100 persons, compared with the 
average U.S. rate of 58.7 prescriptions, 
according to the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse’s Texas Opioid Summary.

“This is our effort to try to create a 
reduction in our contribution to the 
opiate crisis in the U.S.,” Timothy Har-
ris, Texas Health Denton’s chief medi-
cal officer, said in the release.

Instead of opioids, Texas Health 
Denton is opting to use Toradol, an 
intravenous non-steroidal anti-inflam-
matory, and Ofirmev, the intravenous 
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By David Koenig
Associated Press

DALLAS — H. Ross Perot, the 
colorful, self-made Texas billionaire 
who rose from a childhood of Depres-
sion-era poverty and twice mounted 
outsider campaigns for president, has 
died. He was 89.

The cause of death was leukemia, a 
family spokesman said Tuesday.

Perot, whose 19% of the vote in 1992 
stands among the best showings by an 
independent candidate in the past cen-
tury, died early Tuesday at his home in 
Dallas surrounded by his family, said 
the spokesman, James Fuller.

As a boy in Texarkana, Perot deliv-
ered newspapers from the back of a 
pony. He earned his billions in a more 
modern fashion, however. After at-
tending the U.S. Naval Academy and 
becoming a salesman for IBM, he went 
his own way — creating and building 
Electronic Data Systems Corp., which 
helped other companies manage their 
computer networks.

The most famous event in his busi-
ness career didn’t involve sales and 
earnings, however. In 1979, he financed 
a private commando raid to free two 
EDS employees who were being held 

in a prison in Iran. The tale was turned 
into a book and a movie.

“I always thought of him as stepping 
out of a Norman Rockwell painting and 
living the American dream,” said Tom 
Luce, who was a young lawyer when 
Perot hired him to handle his business 
and personal legal work. “A newspaper 
boy, a midshipman, shaking Dwight Ei-
senhower’s hand at his graduation, and 
he really built the computer-services 
industry at EDS.”

“He had the vision and the tenacity 
to make it happen,” Luce said. “He was 
a great communicator. He never em-
ployed a speechwriter — he wrote all 
his own speeches. He was a great sto-
ryteller.”

Perot first attracted attention be-
yond business circles by claiming that 
the U.S. government left behind hun-
dreds of American soldiers who were 
missing or imprisoned at the end of 
the Vietnam War. Perot fanned the is-
sue at home and discussed it privately 
with Vietnamese officials in the 1980s, 
angering the Reagan administration, 

Self-made billionaire, 

philanthropist Perot dies
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H. Ross Perot, the Texas billionaire who twice ran for president, has died, 
a family spokesman said Tuesday. He was 89. 

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

County Commissioner Hugh Cole-
man pressed the county staff on Tues-
day to draft new fire safety rules that 
distinguish between a mobile home 
park and an RV park.

His request came after commission-
ers were asked to approve a plat for a 
new, 6-acre park for recreational vehi-
cles at the corner of FM2931 and Mus-
tang Road near Aubrey.

“I’m not against mobile home parks 
or RV parks — I just want to make sure 
we don’t have a fire disaster because we 
didn’t require [the correct fire safety 
rules],” Coleman said.

“There’s a loophole that we fall into,” 
he added, referring to gaps in state law 
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Eagle Drive reopens after seven months

Jeff Woo/DRC

Construction crews reopened Eagle Drive between Carroll Boulevard and South Elm Street on Tuesday in Denton, after finishing most of the 
planned storm drainage improvements. The street had been closed since the beginning of December. The $2.54 million project suffered some 
weather delays and crews uncovered issues with groundwater during construction. The project was funded by 2012 and 2014 bond programs 
and is expected to be completed next month.

See OPIOIDS on 7A

See RV PARKS on 9A

Perot’s impact on high school football / 3B

See PEROT on 9A

See SARBESH on 7A


