
CALENDAR 1C

CLASSIFIED 3B

COMICS & PUZZLES 2B

DEAR ABBY 2B

MONEY & MARKETS 8A

OBITUARIES 7A

OPINION 6A

PUZZLES  1B-2B

SPORTS 9A

WEATHER 2A
7   8 3 1 9 7  0 0 0 2 0   5

Support local journalism. 

Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Wednesday, November 3, 2021  ||  Denton, Texas  ||  Vol. 118, No. 93  ||  DentonRC.com

WEDNESDAY  
IN DENTON

 LOW  HIGH

 44 52

Cloudy; cool with 
occasional rain
Weather, 2A

15 pages, 2 section  ||  $1.50

How Guyer, 
Krum, Pilot Point 
fared in playoffs
Sports, 9A

Man reports 
being robbed  
at gunpoint
Blotter, 2A

Additional content, including 

interactive puzzles and games 

and a weekly news recap, can 

be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and 

digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.

E-EDITION 

EXCLUSIVES

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Denton Fire Department hopes 
to have the last piece of equipment it 
needs by the end of the year needed to 
be a COVID-19 vaccine provider after 
officially getting the designation in Oc-
tober.

Brad Lahart, the Fire Department’s 
emergency medical services battalion 
chief, said they’ve been approved to 
provide vaccines after filling out pa-
perwork with the Texas Department 
of State Health Services and obtaining 
the minimum equipment for vaccine 
storage.

“In case we have residents through-
out the city that for some reason are 
totally unable to get a vaccine shot in 
other means or if the vaccines become 
difficult to get again, we’ll be available 
to give shots in the future,” Lahart said 
about becoming a vaccine provider.

Professionals and facilities have to 
register with the state to start the pro-
cess of becoming a vaccine provider 
and then follow the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s immuniza-
tion practices.

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

Denton will host the annual 
Texas Downtown Conference 
this week for the first time in 
more than two decades.

The statewide conference, 
which connects communi-
ties committed to downtown 
development, will be held 
Wednesday through Friday 
afternoon. Attendees repre-
senting cities, economic devel-
opment initiatives, chambers 
of commerce and businesses 
from across Texas will gath-
er for the conference, which 
will feature breakout sessions, 
tours of downtown projects 
and keynote speakers. Denton 
last hosted the conference in 
1999.

“Our local host committee 
is made up of board members 
from DMSA, city of Denton 
and Discover Denton, and lo-
cal host sponsors have antici-

pated this conference coming 
to Denton for a few years,” 
Denton Main Street Associa-
tion executive director Chris-
tine Gossett said. “We worked 
hard to put together a fun and 
educational downtown Den-
ton experience for the attend-
ees with our field sessions and 
events.”

Conference organizers will 
host an opening reception 
at Sunago Bell on Wednes-
day night from 5-6 p.m. fol-
lowed by a sip-and-stroll walk 
through downtown until 
7 p.m. Events will continue 
through Friday afternoon. Ex-
hibits will be held at the Em-
bassy Suites by Hilton Denton 
Convention Center.

Two downtown projects 
are also finalists for the Tex-
as Downtown Association’s 
President’s Awards. The new 
American National Bank & 

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County officials expect 
to have revised county redistricting 
maps later this week after residents 
and area mayors told commission-
ers they oppose the first version of 
the proposed new precinct maps.

According to the Texas Secretary 

of State, counties are required to have 
two of three maps — one for commis-
sioner precincts and one for justice 
of the peace and constable precincts 
— approved by Nov. 13, the first day 
candidates can file for a place on the 
general primary election ballot. The 
map for voter precincts can be ap-
proved as late as Dec. 30.

Only two county meetings fall 

between the proposal going pub-
lic and the deadline, which has led 
some residents to criticize officials 
for starting the process so late. But 
commissioners have maintained the 
timeline was pushed back due to 
the late release of census data and 
waiting for the state’s maps. Elec-
tions Administrator Frank Phillips 
said the department got preliminary 

numbers in August and download-
able numbers for their system last 
month.

Phillips said the county’s elec-
tions staff uses software called Esri 
Redistricting to help draw its maps, 
which can be done in an expedited 
timeframe.

 Walking the line

Denton County officials will revise redistricting maps
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Tuesday was the Denton County Commissioners Court’s last meeting at the historic Courthouse on the Square. Commissioners will 

switch to the new courthouse off Loop 288 for their next meeting.
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Denton to host statewide downtown conference 

Al Key/DRC

The downtown Denton Square is shown on Monday. The Texas Downtown Conference 

is coming to Denton this week. 

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Denton City Council members de-
cided Tuesday they would consider 
their options to further decrease the 
emphasis on local marijuana arrests 
and citations.

Denton Police Chief 
Frank Dixon has pre-
viously deemphasized 
low-level marijuana 
arrests, and a state-level 
debacle regarding how 
to determine what is 
hemp versus marijuana 
furthered that policy.

The issue arose 
during Tuesday’s City Council work 
session, during which council member 
Deb Armintor took time to pitch an 
ordinance to drastically alter the city’s 
stance toward marijuana infractions. 

Council members gave city staffers 
direction to pursue the issue and bring 
it up for a future council work session. 
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By Sami Sparber
The Dallas Morning News

AUSTIN — Texas voters were over-
whelmingly favoring eight changes to 
the state constitution — including two 
amendments related to the coronavi-
rus pandemic. One of the amendments 
would prohibit governmental entities 
from enacting any rule limiting reli-
gious services. The other would allow 
nursing home residents to designate 

an essential caregiver who could not be 
denied in-person visitation.

Also on the ballot in North Texas 
were races for Mesquite mayor and a 
contentious Southlake Carroll ISD spe-
cial school board election, along with 
city, county and school district bond 
proposals.

In Denton County, nearly 35,500 
residents cast ballots — 6.2% of the 
county’s registered voters.

Several of the amendments passed 
by wide margins, although the amend-
ment to prevent limitation of religious 
services was the closest of the eight, 
with just under 60% of voters approv-
ing.

Proposition 1 will allow the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association and 
the Women’s Professional Rodeo Asso-
ciation to hold charity raffles at rodeo 
events, much like Texas’ professional 

sports teams do at their home games.
Proposition 2 authorizes counties 

to issue bonds to fund transportation 
and infrastructure projects in neglected 
or underdeveloped areas. Cities can al-
ready issue these bonds, but not coun-
ties.

The proposed amendment would 
allow counties to use increases in prop-
erty tax revenue in the area to repay the 
bonds. Critics argue the proposal would 

create more local debt.
Proposition 3 prohibits any gov-

ernmental entity from enacting any 
rule prohibiting or limiting religious 
services. The proposed change, hailed 
by supporters as protecting religious 
freedom, comes after some places of 
worship were limited during pandemic 
lockdowns.

Texans vote yes on constitutional amendments

See ELECTIONS on 5A


