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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

The Texas Attorney General’s Office 
has intervened in a wrongful termination 
case filed three years ago by two former 
Denton Municipal Electric employees.

In a 16-page response filed last week 
in the 68th District Court in Dallas, the 
state’s attorneys defended a state cap 
that would limit any damages paid to 
former employees Michael Grim and 
Jim Maynard. The state’s filing followed 
a challenge by the pair’s attorneys, who 
claim the cap is not constitutional.

Back in February, a Dallas jury sided 
with the two men and their wrongful 
termination claim and awarded them 
nearly $4 million in damages. But be-
cause they sued under the Texas Whis-
tleblower Act, the award is limited by 
law to $250,000.

Attorneys for the two men said the 
cap violates the state constitution in 

By Cassandra Pollock
The Texas Tribune

Texas collected about $2.6 billion in 
state sales tax revenue in May, leading 
to the steepest year-over-year decline in 
over a decade, Comptroller Glenn He-
gar announced Monday.

The amount is 13.2% less than the 
roughly $3 billion the state collected in 
the same month last year.

A majority of the revenue collected 
last month was from purchases made 
in April and reflect the state’s first full-
month look at how the novel coronavi-
rus impacted businesses. That is when 
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By Darlene Superville, Tim Sullivan and 
Aaron Morrison
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Wielding ex-
traordinary federal authority, President 
Donald Trump threatened the nation’s 
governors on Monday that he would 
deploy the military to states if they did 
not stamp out violent protests over po-
lice brutality that have roiled the nation 
over the past week. His announcement 
came as police under federal command 
forced back peaceful demonstrators 
with tear gas so he could walk to a near-
by church and pose with a Bible.

Trump’s bellicose rhetoric came as 
the nation convulsed through anoth-
er round of violence over the death 
of George Floyd at a time when the 
country is already buckling under the 
coronavirus outbreak and the Depres-
sion-level unemployment it has caused. 
The president demanded an end to the 
heated protests in remarks from the 
White House Rose Garden and vowed 
to use more force to achieve that aim.

If governors throughout the coun-
try do not deploy the National Guard 
in sufficient numbers to “dominate the 
streets,” Trump said the U.S. military 
would step in to “quickly solve the prob-
lem for them.”

“We have the greatest country in the 
world,” the president declared. “We’re 
going to keep it safe.”

A military deployment by Trump to 

U.S. states would mark a stunning fed-
eral intervention rarely seen in mod-
ern American history. Yet the message 
Trump appeared to be sending with the 
brazen pushback of protesters outside 
the White House was that he sees few 
limits to what he is willing to do.

Some around the president likened 
the moment to 1968, when Richard 
Nixon ran as the law-and-order can-
didate in the aftermath of a summer of 
riots, capturing the White House. But 
despite his efforts to portray himself as 
a political outsider, Trump is an incum-
bent who risks being held responsible 
for the violence.

Minutes before Trump began 
speaking, police and National Guard 
soldiers began aggressively forcing back 
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Trump threatens to deploy military
President warns states 
to halt unrest; Floyd’s 
brother calls for peace
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President Donald Trump walks from the gates of the White House to visit 

St. John’s Church across Lafayette Park on Monday in Washington.

By Ryan Higgs
Staff Writer
rhiggs@dentonrc.com

Thousands of people marched 
through the streets of Denton on 
Monday night, echoing frustrations 
and calls for accountability from law 
enforcement after the death of George 
Floyd.

Floyd, a black man, died last week 
after Derek Chauvin, a white Minne-
apolis police officer, put his knee on 
the handcuffed man’s neck until he 
stopped breathing. As Denton pro-
testers held signs reading the names of 
black men and women killed by police 
action, such as Tamir Rice, Botham 
Jean, Sandra Bland and George Floyd, 
all yelled with resounding frustration, 
“Black lives matter.”

An estimated 2,500 protesters, or 
more, participated in Monday night’s 
march, filling East Hickory Street 
from the Square all the way to Bell 
Avenue.

Kevin Tarver, the father of Dari-
us “DJ” Tarver, a University of North 

March of thousands

Crowd fills Denton streets calling for social justice, police accountability 
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Denton police officers kneel in front of protesters in downtown Monday. Thousands of people filled the streets Monday night to call for an end to 

police violence and racial inequality.
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