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By Tony Romm
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Democratic 
and Republican lawmakers have held 
early discussions about another round 
of coronavirus stimulus spending as 
they seek to blunt the fast-spreading 
omicron variant and its urgent threats 
to public health and economic recovery.

The early efforts have focused pri-
marily on authorizing billions of dollars 
to help an array of businesses — includ-
ing restaurants, performance venues, 
gyms and even minor league sports 
teams — that face another potential 
blow to their already-battered balance 
sheets as a result of the evolving pan-
demic.

In recent weeks, the talks have been 
led by Sens. Ben Cardin, D-Md., and 
Roger Wicker, R-Miss., according to 

four people familiar with the matter, 
who spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity to describe their work, which is on-
going. The duo in mid-December cob-
bled together the outlines of a roughly 
$68 billion proposal, two of the people 
said, which could include a mix of new 
spending and a repurposing of some 
unused cash authorized under previous 
packages.

Cardin and Wicker have not yet fi-
nalized the business-focused measure, 
according to those familiar with their 
work, adding that the two lawmakers 
have huddled with members from both 
parties, including Sens. Maria Cantwell, 
D-Wash., Mark Warner, D-Va., and Su-
san Collins, R-Maine, in an attempt to 
build support. They may face an uphill 
battle in the narrowly divided chamber, 
where past attempts to provide aid for 

restaurants and other industries have 
faltered amid GOP concerns about 
adding to the federal deficit.

But the talks nonetheless reflect the 
nation’s growing fears about the omi-
cron variant that has swept across the 
country with devastating speed. With 
coronavirus cases surging to record 
highs — and some hospitals once again 
under immense strain — lawmakers 
have started to worry that the pandem-
ic could unleash fresh economic havoc.

For months, the United States ap-
peared to be turning a corner. Corona-
virus vaccines and boosters were readily 
available, new treatments were coming 
on the market and the economy showed 
signs of improvement, posting at one 
point in November the fewest number 

Lawmakers discuss additional COVID stimulus

Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post

Democratic and Republican lawmakers have held early discussions 

about another round of coronavirus stimulus spending.

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

The pressure of low COVID-19 
testing availability has prompted 
many residents to turn to whatever 
test provider they can find, leading 
to some uncertainty when straying 
from well-known operations. Den-
ton County Public Health Director 

Matt Richardson suggested some 
basic precautions and said getting 
tested at all should remain the num-
ber one priority.

Testing shortages have popped 
up in two major ways, depending on 
the type of test being administered. 
At-home rapid tests have become 
one of the most rapidly depleted 
products on the market, while many 

professional testing sites are finding 
it difficult for staff to keep up with 
appointment volume.

The issue has sparked many to 
stray off the beaten path for testing, 
often in “pop-up” sites that have 
caused trouble in some areas of the 
country. Houston officials, for exam-
ple, were urging residents to avoid 
suspicious testing sites less than a 

week ago, amid multiple investiga-
tions.

Richardson said that while he 
understands the concerns around 
pop-up sites, he believes it’s a “case-
by-case situation,” and that the most 
important thing is getting tested.

“Our current recommendation is 

Cause for concern

What to watch for when using a lesser-known COVID-19 test provider

Jeff Woo/DRC

People wait to get a COVID test on Wednesday in Denton. Many are turning to whatever provider is available amid a testing shortage.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

One year ago, Americans watched 
as people — some from Denton County 
— marched from a rally for then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump to the U.S. Capitol 
building, forcing their way past barri-
cades and windows.

Since then, at least 725 people 
from all 50 states have been arrested 
on charges ranging from entering the 
Capitol building without permission to 
assaulting police officers, according to a 
Dec. 30 tally from the U.S. Department 
of Justice. Seven people with ties to 
Denton County are among them, from 
Jenna Ryan’s arrest days after the riot to 
Trophy Club’s Kerry Persick’s arrest in 
May 2021.
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Insurrectionists loyal to former 

President Donald Trump try to 

open a door of the U.S. Capitol as 

they riot in Washington D.C.

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

Some area schools have already re-
ported COVID-19 cases after winter 
break, while others are planning to 
open their campuses with pandemic 
guidelines still in place to continue with 
in-person classes.

The Texas Tribune reported Tues-
day that the state’s public schools have 
been re-opening even as the milder 
(but more contagious) omicron variant 

of COVID-19 has disrupted plans for 
districts around the state.

Some Texas school districts have re-
ported a shortage of bus drivers due to 
the virus, and Lancaster, a district near 
Dallas, reported Tuesday that its winter 
break would extend through this week 
because of a rise in cases. In Round 
Rock, leaders sent a recorded mes-
sage to families to let them know some 
teachers would be out as their students 
returned, with other staff members 
covering their classes.

Denton County districts have re-
sumed in-person classes or are plan-
ning to open campuses to students 
while monitoring information from 
Denton County Public Health and the 
Texas Education Agency.

Denton ISD resumes classes on 
Thursday, and continues to recom-
mend masks for students, staff mem-
bers and visitors. Families and em-
ployees can consult a handy chart that 

Area schools open campuses 
while preparing for COVID
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A student talks about mask mandates during a Denton school board 

meeting in August.
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