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By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital 
Denton’s new specialty center for wom-
en and infants is well underway, with 
the center expected to open late next 
summer.

The 215,000-square-foot facility 
will feature 12 labor and delivery beds 
and two C-section suites along with six 

antepartum and 24 postpartum beds. 
The project also will expand the num-
ber of emergency department beds, 
adding 10 to the hospital’s current 28.

The facility will help meet the grow-
ing demand for OB-GYN services in 
the Denton area.

“We are the only hospital that pro-
vides OB services in our market, and 
the hospital we’re moving out of was 
built in 1987, so it just doesn’t meet the 
standards people expect today,” said Jeff 
Reecer, president of Texas Health Pres-
byterian Hospital Denton.

The ground floor of the new build-
ing also will house an internal medicine 
residency program. Thirty residents 

Texas Health’s 
project on track
Fourstory building 
will feature center for 
women and infants, 
residency program

Jeff Woo/DRC

Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Denton President Jeff Reecer gives a tour of the new four-story Center for 

Women and Infants on Dec. 15.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A former Denton police officer ac-
cused of possessing child pornography 
will no longer face a jury trial next year 
after instead pleading guilty.

David Schoolcraft was first arrest-
ed in March for allegedly sending and 

viewing child pornog-
raphy late last year. 
While he first pleaded 
not guilty shortly after 
his arrest, Schoolcraft 
now has changed his 
plea to guilty.

Instead of a jury 
trial, a judge now will 
sentence Schoolcraft, 
37, in the child por-

nography case. The plea agreement, 
filed in the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Texas, was sealed 
Tuesday. In a plea agreement, parties 
can agree upon a sentence for the de-
fendant, but the sentencing is ultimate-
ly left to the judge’s discretion.

The penalty, according to a docu-
ment filed Tuesday, is up to 20 years in 
prison if the content showed minor(s) 
who weren’t yet 12 years old. The court 
record says Schoolcraft’s phone had im-
ages of child pornography involving a 
prepubescent minor and a minor who 
wasn’t yet 12 years old.

The FBI first arrested Schoolcraft in 
early March, but the charge in his ar-
rest wasn’t available to the public until 
the following day after his initial court 
appearance. Schoolcraft pleaded not 
guilty to one count of distributing child 
pornography, and a jury trial was set to 
begin Jan. 10, 2022.

According to records, FBI agents in 
Newark, New Jersey, were looking into 
one particular group he was a mem-
ber of and were able to identify him 
through his IP address, which they sub-
poenaed from Kik, an instant messag-
ing application.

Schoolcraft allegedly used Kik 
to send two sexually explicit videos 

Exofficer 
pleads 
guilty in 
porn case
With plea change, 
Schoolcraft will be 
sentenced by judge, 
won’t face jury trial

David 

Schoolcraft

See SCHOOLCRAFT on 7A

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The most-read crime stories in the 
Denton Record-Chronicle this year 
touched on a woman being accused of 
setting fire to her family’s business and 
the FBI opening an investigation into 
a Denton police officer who allegedly 

Losses for the year

A business fire, a devastating crash, a meth bust among 2021’s crime stories

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Although Denton Record-Chroni-

cle staff removed the well-known word 
“Blotter” from headlines this summer 
(partly as an experiment), the daily Blot-
ter has remained a highly read staple 
where readers can get a glimpse into what 
happened in their city the day before.

It’s not uncommon for arrest and 
incident details to raise your eyebrows. 
This year, the most read Blotter items 
included a couple’s shenanigans on the 
Fourth of July, a mother’s arrest after 
her child fell out of her car, and a deadly 
crash on one of Denton’s main streets.

These nuggets were chosen as top 
five blotter items because of the num-

ber of unique visitors, not total page 
views, at DentonRC.com.

Motorcyclist dead following  
crash on McKinney Street

A 33-year-old motorcyclist was one 
of 20 people to die in a vehicle crash in 

Denton this year.
The Tarrant County Medical Ex-

aminer’s Office determined Antho-
ny Minich of Denton died at about 
7:52 p.m. Nov. 19 from blunt trauma. 
His death was ruled an accident.

Around 7:44 p.m., first responders 
learned of the crash on East McKin-
ney Street near Laney Circle. Crash 
investigators found Minich was driving 
eastbound on McKinney when he went 
down Laney Circle “for an unknown 
reason,” and another driver struck him.

Pair broke away from gathering to 
engage in parking lot lewdness

Two people who left a gathering 

Road danger, misbehavior in Blotter

Al Key/DRC file photo

A pickup turns onto Rockhill Road in front of oncoming westbound traffic in May on U.S. Highway 380, near the site of a crash that killed three people.
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