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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Denton Animal Shelter will be 
closed through Jan. 4 after an increase 
in COVID-19 cases among staff, a city 
spokesperson confirmed Wednesday.

Through Tuesday, this means gen-
eral shelter operations at 3717 N. Elm 
St. are shut down, and animal service 
officers will respond only to emergency 
calls. People who find animals and want 
to turn them into the shelter should call 
and ask for guidance, spokesperson 
Stuart Birdseye said.

“Staff is still going to provide care for 
the animals currently housed,” Birdseye 

said. “The walk-in adoptions and the 
general opening of the facility is going 
to be closed. … We did see a rise in cases 
among staff, so we want to prevent fu-
ture exposure and limit contact among 
staff as with the public.”

Birdseye said COVID-19 was direct-
ly affecting staff and not the animals. 
The closure is a measure to prevent fur-
ther exposure in the community.

The closure comes as experts expect 
another COVID-19 surge fueled by the 
recently discovered omicron variant 
and Christmas and New Year’s gather-

ings. The omicron variant is highly con-
tagious and is now the dominant strain 
of the virus in North Texas, according 
to the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center.

The types of emergencies animal ser-
vice officers will respond to will be if an 
animal was hit by a car, someone was bit 
by an animal, if there’s a rabid animal in 
the city or a vicious animal out.

With the new year and celebrations 
coming up, people may still want to 
set off fireworks or fire off guns even 
though both aren’t allowed in city lim-
its. Birdseye said if there’s an animal 

Denton Animal Shelter closed through 
Jan. 4 as COVID cases rise in staff
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Kennel technician Nate Rice holds a kitten at the Linda McNatt Animal 

Care & Adoption Center Aug. 17. The Denton Animal Shelter will be closed 

through Jan. 4 after an increase in COVID-19 cases among staff, a city 

spokesperson confirmed Wednesday.

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer
cbreeding@dentonrc.com

For Denton’s arts scene, 2021 was a 
year of returns.

COVID-19 put a damper on nearly 
countless performances and exhibits 
in 2020, but slowly and surely, perfor-
mances came back. Exhibits returned.

Festivals had to make tough deci-
sions — especially festivals that hap-
pened in the first quarter of 2021. The 
Denton Black Film Festival and Thin 
Line kept their events virtual, a choice 
they likely had to make because the 
planning fell in the last half of 2020, 
when COVID-19 still cast a pall over 
indoor gatherings. The Texas Story-
telling Festival didn’t host its annual 
spring festival, but its presenter, the 
Tejas Storytelling Association, host-

ed an online summer conference that 
blended the festival’s typical workshops 
and concerts. The annual state festival 
returns March 10-13, with details to be 
announced.

The Denton Arts & Jazz Festival 
came back, though officials pushed the 
spring fest to the fall. But there was a 
surprising casualty — the Universi-
ty of North Texas Music Stage, which 
was a popular stage at the festival that 
highlighted student ensembles (jazz 
ensembles, most notably, but the stage 
brought other ensembles to the stage, 
too).

University officials decided to pull 
the plug on their long sponsorship, 
reporting that the $15,000 price tag 
wasn’t a good use of the university’s 
brand strategy budget. The UNT Col-
lege of Music couldn’t pony up the 

dollars, Dean John Richmond said, 
because its budget had already been 
stretched by the pandemic’s global 
downturn.

Enter Denton criminal defense at-
torney Tim Powers.

The local attorney said he read 
about the loss of the stage in the Denton 
Record-Chronicle and decided to act.

“I have been the hugest fan of the 
One O’clock Lab Band for years, and 
the other lab bands,” Powers told the 
newspaper. “The program is known 
worldwide. I was actually at the Cork 
Jazz Festival when I was in Cork, Ire-
land. It was such a fantastic perfor-
mance, and to think that the people in 
Denton might miss out on that didn’t 
seem right.”

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

It’s been almost two years since 
Denton County confirmed its first 
coronavirus case, but when it comes 
to dollars and cents, relief efforts still 
have a long way to go.

The backbone of the county’s 

relief programs is grant money — 
$369.7 million, as of Dec. 20. Some 
of that total comes from smaller and 
more specific grants, such as vacci-
nation reimbursements for public 
health departments. But the lion’s 
share of the funding comes from 
two federal programs: last year’s 
CARES Act and this year’s Ameri-

can Rescue Plan.
According to a breakdown from 

Denton County Auditor Jeff May, 
the CARES Act ended up awarding 
$147.7 million, all of which was spent 
by Sept. 30 of this year. The ARP 
awarded even more in May, coming 
in at $172.3 million, although the 
county has received only half of that 

money as part of the plan’s two-part 
rollout.

The county has spent just over 
$6 million of its ARP money and 
has a deadline of Dec. 31, 2026, 
to allocate the rest. To date, the 
hundreds of millions has been put 

Pandemic relief

Denton County grant programs to continue disbursement of funds into 2022, beyond
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Kade Kopp (center, left) and Hope Espinoza (left) refill containers while Tony Martinez (center, right) and Madelyn Oden (right) make 

boxes of fruits and vegetables for the Feeding Denton County program on Dec. 13 in Krum.

By Sami Sparber
The Dallas Morning News

AUSTIN — Nearly two dozen bills 
the Legislature passed earlier this year 
will become law Saturday.

Lawmakers approved the bills, some 
of which relate to certain tax rules or ex-
emptions, during the regular legislative 
session that ended in May. Hundreds of 
other new measures have already taken 
effect.

Here’s a look at some of the mea-
sures taking effect on New Year’s Day.

House Bill 115 exempts taxes from 
certain property owned by charita-
ble organizations and used to provide 
housing and related services to people 
experiencing homelessness.

The measure removes the require-
ment that exempted property be locat-
ed on a single campus, and requires that 
the housing provided on the property 
be permanent, among other provisions.

House Bill 1197 increases the maxi-
mum period that certain land owned by 
a religious organization for the purpose 
of expansion may be exempted from 
property taxation from six years to 10 
years. The bill’s authors said the change 
is meant to benefit smaller congrega-
tions.

Senate Bill 911 makes a restaurant 
that holds certain alcoholic beverage 

New laws 
in effect 
Saturday
State lawmakers 
enacted more than 
a dozen new laws 
earlier this year
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Musicians play at the Denton Record-Chronicle Festival Stage during the 

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival on Saturday, Oct. 2.See ARTS on 5A


