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By Cathy Free
For The Washington Post

There are 250 dogs on Scott Ar-
nold’s U.S. Postal Service route, and 
every year, he gives each one a person-
alized Christmas stocking that has their 
name, dog treats and a note from Santa.

But for the first time in 25 years, 
Arnold thought he might skip it this 
year. He knew that the families in the 
22101 ZIP code area of McLean, Vir-
ginia, would have understood. Arnold, 
66, lost his adult son, Jason, in May of 
unknown causes, just days before his 
37th birthday.

Arnold said that an outpouring of 
love and support from hundreds of his 
longtime customers helped fuel him 
through a difficult year. But he won-
dered whether he had the energy to 
make and deliver hundreds of stock-
ings.

“It’s been an exhausting year and the 
holidays are especially difficult,” said 
Arnold, who has delivered mail for 38 
years.

Then Arnold thought about how 
much his son had loved dogs, and he 
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‘Santa 
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By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer

paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Three headstones found this week 
on adjoining properties on West Hick-
ory Street and North State Boulevard 
brought a halt to development of an 
apartment building due to concerns 
bodies may have been buried there.

“The stones were just sitting there,” 
said Brad Abell, an employee of Circle 
M Metals, a Dallas company that spe-
cializes in demolitions. “I’m religious, so 
I was not going to disturb a gravesite.”

For several days, Circle M Metals 

had been razing three houses built in 
the mid-20th century at that corner 
near the University of North Texas 
when it was nearing the end of its work. 
Abell said he found a headstone on 
Monday at the edge of the property line 
next to another home and another on 
the fence line separating that property 
and the three others that had been de-
molished.

That is when he called off the work 
and contacted the developer — Golden 
Star Rock Investments of Frisco — and 
the Denton Police Department.

“I found a homeless man in the 

back room of the second house on the 
property,” Abell said. “He threatened 
me with a pipe and invoked his Fourth 
Amendment rights. I called the police.”

Denton officials said the land is be-
ing cleared for the construction of a 27-
unit, three-story apartment building 
for student housing.

Randy Hunt, president of Historic 
Denton, said the demolished homes 
at 2024 (A.J. Robinson), 2026 (Claud 
McDaniel) and 2030 (J. Harold and 
Shirley Farmer) W. Hickory St., were 

Headstones found near UNT 
where houses demolished
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Pictured is one of three headstones found at a West Hickory Street prop-

erty near the University of North Texas where three houses were demol-

ished Monday to make room for an apartment community.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Denton County administrative 
judge doesn’t expect county courts to 
conduct jury trials before March 2021, 
a full year since the Supreme Court of 
Texas initially halted jury trials because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Denton County judiciary ex-
panded in-person nonessential hear-
ings in June, and the state’s highest 
court has continued to renew guidance 
advising courts to not hold jury trials. 
The Justice of the Peace Courts start-
ed rehearing eviction cases in late May, 
and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention moratorium on evictions is 
scheduled to expire on New Year’s Eve 
unless extended by legislation on Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s desk.

Despite challenges, cases are mov-
ing forward through dispositions out-
side of jury trials, especially in the civil 

court’s realm, but the cases that do re-
quire jury trials have been left in limbo 
since March as more cases continue to 
be filed.

“It’s extremely frustrating,” said Tim 
Powers, a Denton County criminal 
defense attorney. “I think [the admin-
istrative judge] and Denton County 
elected officials have done a very good 
job, but it’s frustrating and understand-
ably so. This isn’t anyone’s fault. Lots of 
people are wanting closure, and we’re 
not able to get it. It’s just like they say: 
Justice delayed is justice denied.”

Administrative Judge Brody Shank-
lin said the county’s been fortunate to 
have hearings through video, but they 
still leave something to be desired.

“You miss being able to view the per-
son and have a better judge of the per-
son,” Shanklin said.

For cases that haven’t gone through 
the courts with a plea bargain or dis-
missal, jury trials are the way to go, but 

Shanklin said he’s doubtful there will be 
any in February.

“We do not have any jury trials that 
have been requested, which basically 
means no trials in the month of Janu-
ary,” Shanklin said. “It’ll have to be de-
cided fairly quickly within January if 
there will be any in February. Although 
I cannot rule it out, I say it’s doubtful 
unless the [COVID-19] numbers take a 
sharp decline and we get approval from 
[Denton County Public Health].”

Eviction cases have continued to be 
filed, heard and disposed since Denton 
County restarted hearings in May.

Relief has come to some Den-
ton County residents through federal 
CARES Act funding and rental assis-
tance, and those who meet the require-
ments for the CDC moratorium were 
able to avoid evictions. But not every-
one has been so fortunate.

Judge doesn’t expect local jury trials before March
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People come in and out of the Denton County Courts Building on 

Wednesday. No jury trials have taken place locally since about March 

when COVID-19 was declared a pandemic.

The season 

of giving
TOP: Grant writer Breana Minick 

stands near the Giving Fence at 

First Refuge Ministries on Wednes-

day. The Giving Fence was started 

by Brittney Bradshaw after she saw 

the idea online. It’s a way for the 

community to provide essential 

items to those in need in a dignified 

shopping experience. 

 

BOTTOM LEFT: Volunteers pack 

bags of food Wednesday at First 

Refuge Ministries. First Refuge’s 

Monday pantry saw over 80 cars in 

three hours and by the end of the 

day, 85% of the items were gone. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Volunteers place 

food in families’ vehicles at First 

Refuge on Wednesday.
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