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By Ryan Higgs
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

An enthusiastic crowd of parents and fairgoers 
filed into the Livestock Pavilion bleachers Tuesday 
at the North Texas Fair and Rodeo, where junior ro-
deo contestants vied for 6 seconds on a sheep in the 
annual Mutton Bustin’ competition.

Mutton Bustin’ is now in its 20th year of oper-
ation at the fair and rodeo, according to Executive 

Director Glenn Carlton. The competition, in which 
children either ride or race sheep, is open to partic-
ipants ages 3 to 7.

Ritch Johnson, the contest’s superintendent who 
has been part of the fair and rodeo for most of his 
life, said the event is about opportunity and engage-

ment with rodeo newcomers.
“What that consists of is that [the kids] come 

out and they get on a sheep, we kind of judge them 
and how they ride, and then we bring them back 
to the finals,” Johnson said. “Basically, we try to 
provide opportunity for kids to come out and have 
a good time, and be in competition that is in the 

Wild 
ride

Mutton Bustin’ marks 20th year at North Texas Fair and Rodeo

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Denton’s proposed property tax rate 
is back in the effective zone for next 
year’s budget, after city leaders agreed 

in principle Tuesday afternoon to re-
cover actual costs with building permits 
and inspections.

That means Denton plans to collect 
59.0454 cents per $100 valuation for 
the fiscal year 2020 budget. On paper, 
it’s a rate cut, but because property ap-
praisals went up on many homes and 
businesses, property owners will likely 
pay a bit more city taxes this year than 

last. But theoretically, the tax rate — 
which collects about 20.5 cents for debt 
service and 38.5 cents for operations — 
is calculated to collect the same amount 
of money on the same properties from 
last year to next.

That also means Denton’s property 
tax rate continues to trend downward 
even as other cities bump up against tax 
caps set by the Texas Legislature. City 

Manager Todd Hileman said he en-
countered this issue years ago when his 
career in city management first began.

“I saw this happen in Arizona,” Hile-
man said. “Cities are doing the opposite 
and going right up against the rollback 
rate.”

The rollback rate is a special calcu-
lation of the property tax rate that em-
powers taxpayers to force an election on 

the matter.
A budget philosophy of building 

from the effective tax rate also means 
that the city needed to recover true 
costs where appropriate, Hileman said. 
In other words, taxpayers would no 
longer be quietly subsidizing certain 
departments or activities, such as the 

Permit fees set to go up, tax rate down
Denton proposes going 
with effective tax rate

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer
dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

The 2-year-old who was found dead 
inside an SUV after hours of searching 
was killed by the heat 
and his death was 
ruled an accident, ac-
cording to the Tarrant 
County Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office.

Sarbesh Gurung 
was reported missing 
by his mother on the 
afternoon of July 2 
from their apartment 
on West Prairie Street in Denton. Police 
and firefighters searched for him into 
the night, discovering the boy’s body 
the next morning inside an SUV not far 
from the apartment.

Confirming for the first time that 
Sarbesh’s death was an accident, the 
medical examiner’s office listed his 
cause of death as hyperthermia, or an 
abnormally high body temperature.

The search and discovery of Sarbesh 
unfolded before TV news cameras and 
more than 100 people who came to 
the scene to volunteer to search. The 
mobile command center for police and 
rescue leaders to orchestrate the search 
was set up just yards from were Sarbesh 
would be discovered.

In a blow to the Denton community, 
a resident in the neighborhood got into 
their vehicle the morning of July 3 to go 
to work and found Sarbesh in the back 
seat, police said.

Speaking to reporters that morning, 
Denton Police Chief Frank Dixon said 
nobody was to blame for the child’s 
death. But Dixon would not say defin-
itively whether the SUV Sarbesh was 
found in was searched; he said the ve-
hicle had tinted windows and window 
shades, preventing authorities from 
looking in.

“Can we conclusively say that some-
one went and checked every door han-
dle of every vehicle out there?” Dixon 
said. “Obviously, we can’t say that.”

At memorial services and in conver-
sations, people said the situation was 
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cause as hyperthermia
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By Kathleen Foody and Jake Bleiberg
Associated Press

DALLAS — More than 20 local gov-
ernments in Texas were targeted in a 
coordinated ransomware attack of un-
precedented size on Friday, but several 

of the cities had resumed normal oper-
ations by Tuesday, state officials said.

The Texas Department of Informa-
tion Resources said in a statement that 
it believes a single source is behind all 
22 of the attacks. It didn’t name the af-
fected cities or provide details about the 
attacker’s demands.

The attack in Texas is similar to oth-
ers that have crippled digital operations 
in cities around the country in recent 
years, Elliott Sprehe, a department 

spokesman, said Tuesday.
“Once it’s activated, your computer 

system is effectively locked from use 
until you pay that ransom as request-
ed,” he said.

Cybersecurity experts said the num-
ber of cities affected by the Texas attack 
far exceeds attention-grabbing hacks 
of individual systems owned by cities, 
counties and state agencies in recent 
years.

The best recourse for victims of a 

ransomware attack is to restore the 
captive systems from a saved backup, 
assuming they have one, said Brian 
Calkin, chief technology officer for the 
Center for Internet Security. If not, of-
ficials must decide whether to pay the 
ransom or rebuild their system from 
scratch.

“Ransomware is mostly opportu-
nistic,” Calkin said. “They’re casting as 
wide a net as possible and they want to 
see whoever they can catch and com-

promise.”
State and federal agencies, including 

the Department of Homeland Security 
and the FBI, are working with the af-
fected Texas cities. Sprehe declined to 
provide more detail on the number of 
cities that have resumed normal activ-
ity or details of their recovery.

Melissa Kraft, Denton’s chief in-
formation officer, said the city’s 

Ransomware attack hits 22 Texas city governments
Several municipalities 
in area confirm they 
weren’t targeted
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gate with a rider. 
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