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Brackettville

Agent shot, suspect 
killed in traffic stop

Authorities say a U.S. Bor-
der Patrol agent was shot and 
wounded during a traffic stop 
near the Texas border city of Del 
Rio and that another agent shot 
and killed the gunman.

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection said in a statement 
that the two agents pulled over 
a vehicle Friday evening near 
Brackettville and that someone 
inside the vehicle fired on them.

One agent was shot and 
the second agent returned fire, 
striking and killing the gunman.

The wounded agent was 
taken to a hospital with inju-

ries that CBP described as not 
life-threatening.

A second person inside the 
vehicle was taken into custody.

Texas Rangers and the FBI 
are joining CBP in investigating 
the shooting. 

Cibolo

Indicted mayor charged 
with hiding conviction

A suburban San Antonio 
mayor has been arrested after a 
grand jury earlier indicted him 
on charges of aggravated perju-
ry and tampering with govern-
ment documents with the intent 
to defraud.

Cibolo Mayor Stan “Stosh” 
Boyle turned himself in to author-

ities Thursday and was released 
from the Guadalupe County jail 
later that day after posting bond.

Authorities say Boyle, 44, 
earlier submitted paperwork to 
run for a second term as mayor 
but on the application failed to 
note a 1998 felony conviction 
for possessing with intent to 
distribute an illicit drug, ecstasy. 
He was given four years’ proba-
tion in that case.

He was previously arrested 
in July on similar charges after 
officials say he failed to list the 
1998 conviction on paperwork 
submitted as part of his first run 
for mayor. In those documents 
he swore that he’d never been 
convicted of a felony.
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— The Associated Press

By Matthew Daly  
and Nicholas Riccardi
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Beto 
O’Rourke’s “hell yes” moment 
at the Democrats’ presidential 
debate is scrambling his party’s 
message on guns.

The Democrats have long 
contended their support of gun 
control laws does not mean they 
want to take away law-abiding 
citizens’ firearms. But on Friday, 
they struggled to square that 
message with their presidential 
contender’s full-throated call on 
national TV for confiscating as-
sault rifles.

“Hell, yes, we’re going to take 
your AR-15, your AK-47, and 
we’re not going to allow it to be 
used against your fellow Ameri-
cans anymore,” the former Texas 
congressman declared during 
Thursday night’s debate.

O’Rourke’s hometown of 
El Paso was the site of a mass 
shooting last month that killed 
22 people, and he has put the 
issue of gun violence at the cen-
ter of his campaign effort. On 
Friday, his campaign hawked 
T-shirts emblazoned with his 
debate vow.

However, some fellow 
Democrats chastised him and 
fretted that his remarks may 
have made things harder for 
gun control supporters as they 
negotiate with President Don-
ald Trump on legislation to re-
spond to this summer’s mass 
shootings.

“I frankly think that that clip 
will be played for years at Second 
Amendment rallies with organi-
zations that try to scare people 
by saying Democrats are coming 
for your guns,” Sen. Chris Coons 
of Delaware told CNN Friday. 
“I don’t think a majority of the 
Senate or the country is going to 
embrace mandatory buybacks. 
We need to focus on what we 
can get done.”

His fears about new rages 

against gun control supporters 
seem sure to be borne out.

“This is what their goal 
is. We’ve always said it, now 
they’re saying it,” said Alan 
Gottlieb of the Second Amend-
ment Foundation, based 
in Washington state. “Now 
they’ve said it and we’re going 
to make them eat it.”

Meanwhile, Coons is work-
ing with Republican Sen. Pat 
Toomey of Pennsylvania on 
a measure to require that law 
enforcement officials be no-
tified when someone fails a 
gun-purchase background 
check. Toomey, who is also 
working with Democratic Sen. 
Joe Manchin of West Virginia 
on the firearms issue, agreed 
that O’Rourke’s comments 
could backfire.

“This rhetoric undermines 
and hurts bipartisan efforts to 
actually make progress on com-
monsense gun safety efforts, like 
expanding background checks,” 
he said.

O’Rourke was less provoca-
tive in his language but still de-
termined Friday.

“Much respect to Sen. Coons 
for leading the fight on back-
ground checks,” he tweeted. 
“But the time for letting status 
quo politics determine how far 
we can go is over. If we agree 
that having millions of weapons 
of war on the streets is a bad 
idea, we have to do something 
about it.”

One worry among Demo-
crats is that calling for outright 
confiscation plays into claims by 
Trump and other Republicans 
that Democrats are coming for 
people’s firearms.

On Thursday night, just as 
O’Rourke made his call to take 
back the rifles, Trump warned 
at a Republican retreat in Bal-
timore, “Democrats want to 
confiscate guns from law-abid-
ing Americans, so they are to-
tally defenseless when some-
body walks into their house.”

Republicans, Trump prom-
ised, “will forever uphold the 
fundamental right to keep and 
bear arms.” That line got huge 
applause at the GOP retreat, 

and again Friday when it was 
repeated there by Vice President 
Mike Pence.

By all accounts, Trump needs 
to run up the score in rural ar-
eas to win reelection next year.  
And Democrats’ hope of win-
ning control of the Senate rests 
on states with high rates of gun 
ownership, like Arizona and 
Texas.

Several gun control groups 
stressed Friday that they were 
not advocating confiscation, but 
they also didn’t follow Coons’ 
lead in condemning O’Rourke’s 
declaration.

Indeed, O’Rourke isn’t 
alone. None of the other nine 
candidates on the debate stage 
contradicted him on his pro-
posal to require owners of the 
two popular styles of assault 
rifles to sell them to the gov-
ernment. Two candidates — 
New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker 
and California Sen. Kamala 
Harris — have also called for 
mandatory buybacks of assault 
weapons. Minnesota Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, asked if she agreed 
with O’Rourke Thursday 
night, allowed only that she 
preferred a voluntary buyback 
to a mandatory one.

All 10 of the Democrats on-
stage have called for an assault 
weapon sales ban, the latest 
sign of how the party has be-
come emboldened on gun con-
trol.

Trump and White House 
aides have discussed a number 
of gun control measures with 
members of Congress, includ-
ing steps to go after fraudu-
lent buyers, notify state and 
local law enforcement when 
a potential buyer fails a back-
ground check, issue state-lev-
el emergency risk protection 
orders, boost mental health 
assistance and speed up execu-
tions for those found guilty of 
committing mass shootings.

A formal announcement on 
the president’s plan is expected 
as soon as next week.

Riccardi reported from 
Denver. Associated Press writer 
Alexandra Jaffe in Des Moines, 
Iowa, contributed to this report.
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Attendees test out the game field layout with a robot during the Denton County 

Boosting Engineering, Science, and Technology (DC BEST) Robotics Competition Kick-

off at UNT Discovery Park on Saturday. The UNT Department of Engineering Tech-

nology hosted the kickoff. About 20 middle and high school students attended the 

event, where teams learned about this year’s game and new rules, received training in 

robotics and also got to see the new game field. UNT’s outreach helps promote STEM 

careers to the younger generation.

Robotics competition kicks off


