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Basketball teams 
ready for C-USA 
play, coaches say
Sports, 11A

2 drivers believed 
to be intoxicated 
said to be leaving 
parties / Blotter, 2A

8 more deaths as active virus infections up again / Local news, 3A

By Lucinda Breeding
Features Editor
cbreeding@dentonrc.com

While businesses large and small 
got most of the attention regarding 
pandemic fallout, Denton’s arts scene 
suffered immediately as emergency 
orders banned large gatherings.

Here’s our look back at the big-
gest stories about the arts and enter-
tainment industry in 2020.

Festivals pull the plug
It started with South By South-

west canceling the massive Austin 

music and film festival, and it didn’t 
take long for spring festivals around 
the state to close up shop early.

Denton has two major festivals 
in March, the Texas Storytelling 
Festival and Thin Line. The Tejas 
Storytelling Association hosted the 
opening day of its 2020 storytelling 
festival, but the second day, officials 
announced it would have to end the 
fest to comply with Denton County’s 
emergency declaration.

Thin Line, a documentary film, 
music and photography festival, 
canceled all concerts and in-person 

screenings, but was able to host film 
screenings and some Q&A sessions 
online. The model worked so well 
that officials announced the 2021 

festival will be online, as well. 
A brand-new music festival, 

BUTTS Fest — Better Under-
standing Through Trash Service 
— had to fold up to comply with 
the emergency declaration. Denton 
musician Michael Tong Kokkinakis 
launched what was to be a 45-act 
festival the second week of March. 
The festival was a hat-tip to Earth 
Day, and a way to spread the word 
about Kokkinakis’ weekly volunteer 
litter cleanup — especially focusing 

New ways to create

2020 forces big changes in Denton arts and performances
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Jim Meyer, left, and Jennifer Meyer, center, do the Chicken Dance with family and friends, who created a simulated Denton Arts & Jazz 

Festival for them in their front yard April 26. The Meyers, who have been married for more than 20 years, typically celebrate their shared 

birthday at the jazz fest, which was canceled by the pandemic.

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County Public Health held 
its first round of vaccinations Monday, 
administering the first dose of Moder-
na’s COVID-19 vaccine to emergency 
medical service providers and home 
health care workers, with vaccinations 
for the general public still yet to come.

The county held a brief Commis-
sioners Court meeting Tuesday, partly 
to discuss DCPH’s first round of vac-
cinations. The department received 
1,000 doses of the vaccine, though 
not all of them were used at Monday’s 
drive-thru vaccine clinic at the Uni-
versity of North Texas’ Discovery Park, 
according to DCPH spokesperson Jen-
nifer Rainey.

Rainey stated via email that the de-
partment received 100 more doses of 
the vaccine Tuesday and is planning 
additional vaccine clinics for health 
care workers who qualify in Phase 1A of 
the state’s vaccine plan, which includes 
groups such as those workers and long-
term care facility residents. The county 
has not received information on future 
shipments.

For most of the public, vaccines 
are not yet available, and will not be 
until the county reaches Phase 1B of 
the state’s plan, which includes people 
considered high-risk if they contract 
the virus. Specifically, 1B defines those 
people as anyone over 65, or anyone 
over 16 who is pregnant or has a chron-
ic medical condition such as cancer or 
heart disease.

DCPH’s 1st 
shots go 
to health 
workers
County in Phase 1A; 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
for others yet to come

By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer
paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Reporters and editors with the 
Denton Record-Chronicle pored 
through many editions of 2020 — a 
year of near-constant change in our 
lives — to find the biggest stories of 
the year impacting the city and its res-
idents.

Here are our picks for the top stories 
in Denton:

Non-annexation agreements
In the lead-up to an Aug. 11 decision 

by Denton City Council members, Na-
than Harvey led an effort to shield 156 
property owners from the city’s efforts 
to annex land bordering Denton — for 
at least another 15 years, anyway.

The agreements are guarantees 
from city officials to not annex property 
bordering Denton under a few condi-
tions: Property owners must have agri-
cultural exemptions, and they must ad-
here to certain development standards 
set by the city.

In theory, it keeps substandard de-
velopment from harming the city, and 
it helps Denton manage its growth 
without bringing uninterested property 
owners into the fold.

It’s also a guarantee that property 
owners won’t be burdened with higher 
taxes and city fees during the length of 
the non-annexation period.

Council members on Aug. 11 agreed 

City limits, taxes and waste, and one pioneer
A look at 2020’s 
top 5 headlines in 
local government
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Gerard Hudspeth, elected in a runoff earlier this month, made history as 

the first Black mayor of Denton.

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Each year, Denton Re-

cord-Chronicle reporters send 
dozens of requests for public in-
formation, a quasi-formal pro-
cess to obtain hard-to-obtain 
information from government 
agencies.

Requests range from rou-
tine contract requests to more 
complicated asks that often get 
bumped to the Texas Attorney 
General’s Office for guidance.

Below, in no particular or-
der, are some of the best uses 
of the Texas Public Information 
Act by the Record-Chronicle 
this year:

Body cameras: Always  
on but rarely shared

A local analysis earlier this 
year broke down how much tax-
payers paid to equip local law 
enforcement officers with body 
cameras over the past several 
years and how often video from 
those cameras was released to 
those same taxpayers.

The analysis found the city 
of Denton and Denton County 
spent nearly $1 million on the 
cameras, and taxpayers at that 
time had only seen about 20 
minutes of footage from two of 
the six times officers had shot 
and killed somebody over the 
past five years.

Texas Rangers released 43 

seconds of dashcam footage in a 
third shooting.

Local experts said releasing 
body camera footage quickly 
can help build public trust, but 
it isn’t a golden bullet to address 
a systemic problem.

A look back at 2020 in public records requests
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