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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

For the widening of FM2181/
Teasley Lane, there is good news 
and bad news.

The good news is that Zachry 
Construction Corp. of San An-
tonio will resume the work. The 
agreement between the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
and Berkshire Hathaway, the 
bond holder for the job, and 
Zachry (Berkshire’s subcontrac-

tor), should be finalized Nov. 7.
Zachry is mobilizing crews in 

anticipation of receiving that fi-
nal contract, said Tara Snowden, 
Zachry’s vice president for pub-
lic and government affairs.

“Our guys are ready,” she said.
The bad news is that the job 

effectively must begin again. The 
city’s transportation consultant, 
John Polster, told council mem-
bers during a Mobility Commit-
tee meeting last week that part 
of the redo is that the city did not 
accept some materials placed by 
the previous contractor.

Residents and motorists first 
began navigating around the 

orange barrels in November 
2017, when Munilla Construc-
tion Management began the 
$35 million project. The com-
pany got the contract to widen 
the two-lane road to a six-lane 
divided roadway with a plan to 
finish in March 2020.

MCM was also the general 
contractor for a Miami pedestri-
an bridge that collapsed during 
construction and killed six peo-
ple in March 2018. Founded in 
1983, the company has since 
filed for bankruptcy protection 
and has been renamed Magnum 

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

Denton police identified 
Isaiah Rahimi, 20, as the 
man who was fatally stabbed 
Saturday night in the park-
ing lot of an auto shop along 
McKinney Street.

The investigation into 
Rahimi’s homicide was on-
going Monday. A police 
spokeswoman said detec-
tives had interviewed mul-
tiple witnesses and possible 
suspects, but no arrests had 
been made by midday Mon-
day.

At about 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Denton police got a 
call from a person who said 
Rahimi asked them to call 

911 and report he’d been 
stabbed. Officers responded 
to the call, in the 3600 block 
of East McKinney Street, 
finding the injured man. 
He was driven to a hospital, 
where he died, police said.

Though no arrests had 
been made, investigators 
were aware of the circum-
stances that led to the stab-
bing but would not release 
those details until after 
the case was resolved, the 
spokeswoman, Khristen 
Jones, said Monday.

An official at the Uni-
versity of North Texas con-
firmed Rahimi was not en-
rolled as a student at UNT. 
A call to Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity was not immediately 
returned Monday.

DALTON LAFERNEY 
can be reached at 940-566-
6882 and via Twitter at @
daltonlaferney.

By Jake Bleiberg and Jill Bleed
Associated Press

FORT WORTH — A white 
Fort Worth police officer who 
shot and killed a black woman 
through a back window of her 
home while responding to a call 
about an open front door was 
charged with murder on Mon-
day after resigning from the 
force.

Aaron Dean, 34, was jailed 
Monday evening on $200,000 
bond after the police chief said 

he acted with-
out justifica-
tion and would 
have been fired 
if he hadn’t 
quit.

Police body-
cam video 
showed Dean 
approaching 
the door of the home where Ata-
tiana Jefferson, 28, was caring 
for her 8-year-old nephew ear-
ly Saturday. Dean then walked 
around the side of the house, 
pushed through a gate into the 
fenced-off backyard and fired 
through the glass a split-sec-
ond after shouting at Jefferson 

to show her 
hands.

Dean was 
not heard iden-
tifying himself 
as police on 
the video, and 
interim Police 
Chief Ed Kraus 
said there was 

no sign Dean or the other officer 
who responded even knocked 
on the front door.

“Nobody looked at this video 
and said that there’s any doubt 
that this officer acted inappro-
priately,” Kraus said.

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

Today marks one year since 
Frank Dixon took over the Den-
ton Police Department as chief 
of police. It’s also Dixon’s birth-
day. Most of his entire adult life 
has been spent working in law 
enforcement. But the past 365 
days were different — this is 
Dixon’s first job as a police chief.

The first year will surely 
work to define Dixon’s leader-
ship style and the course he’s set 
for the department’s future. So 
the Denton Record-Chronicle 
sat down with Dixon in his of-
fice last week to ask: What hap-
pened this year? What should 
the community expect from the 
department in coming years?

“It’s time for us to rebrand 
ourselves and really put out there 

it’s a new day for us as a depart-
ment,” Dixon said, unveiling that 
the agency will soon have a rede-
signed patch and badge. “There’s 
nothing wrong with the past at all. 
It’s all about us finding our identi-
ty collectively as an agency as we 
move into 2020 and beyond.”

Likely the biggest moment in 
Dixon’s first year was the failed 
search in July for Sarbesh Gu-
rung, the missing 2-year-old 
who was found dead in an SUV 
within the official search area 
after hours of searching. That 
case, Dixon says, has already led 
to changes within the agency.

“That was a watershed 

‘Finding our identity’

Dixon reflects on his first year as Denton police chief

Jeff Woo/DRC

Denton Police Chief Frank Dixon talks last week about his first year on the job, which he began one year ago today. Some 

events from the past year have led to some policy changes within the department.

View the full interview with Police 

Chief Frank Dixon on DentonRC.com

Work to resume soon on Teasley Lane
New subcontractor 
finalizing agreement

Construction 

could resume soon 

on Teasley Lane 

after the Texas 

Department of 

Transportation and 

the project’s bond 

holder, Berkshire 

Hathaway, recently 

came to an agree

ment with Zachry 

Construction Corp. 

of San Antonio.

Jeff Woo/DRC file photo

Stabbing victim’s 
name released
Fatally wounded 
man in lot asked 
person to call 911

Kara Dry/DRC

A parking lot near the intersection of East McKinney 

Street and Cardinal Drive was the site of a fatal stab

bing Saturday evening.

Fort Worth officer charged with murder in shooting
Chief says action 
wasn’t justified

Atatiana 

Jefferson

Bouquets and 

stuffed animals 

are seen piling 

up Monday 

outside the Fort 

Worth home 

where 28year

old Atatiana 

Jefferson, who 

was black, was 

shot to death 

by a white 

police officer 

early Saturday.
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